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MEMOIR OF THE REV. GEORGE FOWNES, 


FORMERLY PASTOR OF THE CHURCH AT BROADMEAD, BRISTOL. 


In the year 1678, the baptist church 
at Broadmead being destitute of a pas- 
tor, the subject of this memoir was re- 
commended to their notice. He had been 
educated at Cambridge, and afterwards 
had held a living at High Wycombe, 
in Buckinghamshire, which he voluntarily 
resigned before the Restoration. For 
some time, although he preached occa- 
sionally, he was not permanently settled. 
He is stated to have been a lecturer in 
Lothbury, and in 1678 he succeeded 
Mr. Palmer at Pinner’s Hall. 

Mr. Fownes visited Broadmead in 
June, 1679, and on the 15th of the fol- 
lowing month he received a unanimous 
call at a church-meeting, when, “as it 
were, a cloud of naked hands were 
erected towards the ceiling of the room,” 
expressive of the desire of the church. 


-Mr. Fownes considered this a call in 


providence, but required a little time for 
deliberation. On the 16th of September, 
he visited them again, when the invita- 
tion was renewed ; “and,” say the re- 
cords, “‘ he owned our call to be the voice 
of our Lord Jesus Christ unto him, and 
therefore was willing, as the Lord should 
help him, to serve the church while he 


lived.” On the 23rd of October he came | 
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to reside in Bristol. At this time there 
were 166 members; thirty-three being 
peedobaptists. 

In 1680, another persecution com- 
menced, denominated in the church re- 
cords, “the ninth.” On the 8th day 
of the fifth month, George Helliar visited 
Broadmead, with the bishop’s apparitor, 
and two sergeants. Mr. Fownes was 
praying, and was scarcely allowed to 
conclude before they presented him with 
a warrant from Sir Robert Cann and 
Alderman Olive. Mr. Fownes observed 
his name was not in the warrant. Ne- 
vertheless they seized him, and would 
have taken him off if they could. “If 
you will sit down,” said Mr. Fownes, 
“and let me alone till I have done, I 
will go with you.” But they insisted 
on his going immediately. A friend 
having prevailed with the sergeants to 
retire a little, George Helliar ran for 
another warrant, and Mr. Fownes was 
prevailed on to go in another direction. 
The warrant was forthcoming, but no 
minister was to be found, and after much 
abuse, Helliar retired in a rage. 

On Lord’s day, the 11th, the same 
parties went again, after they had been 
to the Castle meeting, and Mr. Gifford’s. 
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Spying the pastor, Helliar in an ecstasy 
cries out, “ There’s Mr. Fownes again le 
He was preaching, and, notwithstanding 
their clamorous interruptions, he perse- 
vered. They took down the names of 
many, that they might be fined; but 
being unable to accomplish more, they 
went to Mr. Weeks’s, and in the after- 
noon they closed the doors of the Castle 
meeting, and would not allow any to 
enter. During the week they flattered 
themselves they had secured Mr. Fownes 
near the Tolzey ; but, on a closer exa- 
mination, they found they had arrested 
an innocent stranger! ‘“ Thus the Lord 
showed us their design, and preserved 
our minister.” The interruptions were 
now very frequent, not only at Broad- 
mead, but at Mr. Gifford’s, Mr. Wey’s, 
and Mr. Weeks’s. The conduct to be 
pursued underall probable circumstances 
was regularly arranged, and as regularly 
adhered to in any emergency; and the 
churches united in defraying necessary 
expenses. 

In 1681 commenced what is called 
the tenth persecution. On the 20th of 
November, four or five constables en- 
tered Broadmead, and commanded Mr. 
Fownes to desist from preaching, and 
the congregation to disperse. Mr. 
Fownes asked who the man was that 
issued that command. Mr. Terrill said, 
a constable. Mr. Fownes asked by what 
authority he acted, and whether he had 
any warrant. He answered, they had. 
Mr. Fownes said they had no power to 
execute any warrant on the Lord’s day, 
except for felony or a breach of the 
peace. Tilly said that was a breach of 
the peace. Mr. Fownes said they were 
met to worship the Lord, and asked 
Tilly if he saw any armed, or whether 
he believed in his conscience that they 
were there with any such intent. Tilly 
said they must go to church canoni- 
cally established; and then commanded 
some to pull Mr. Fownes down; and 
because he would not come down he 
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asked for his name. Mr. Fownes said 
his name was well known, but did not 
tell him. Mr. Terrill advised him to pro- 
ceed with the preaching, which he did ; 
and, seeing so many people there, the 
informers took down some names, and 
departed. 

The next Lord’s day, after evening 
service, the brethren were desired to stay 
and consult on what should be done in 
the present emergency, especially as 
there was then a new warrant against 
Mr. Fownes for living in a corporation ; 
and above a hundred in the city were 
recently indicted for not going to church, 
upon several statutes of Queen Elizabeth, 
(that paragon of benignity and merey to 
tender consciences!) and many had 
their goods distrained on the Conventicle 
Act. To prevent the access of informers 
and the seizure of their pastor, it was 
suggested that the doors should be shut. 
Thirteen objected to close them at all ; 
five were for having them open on Lord’s 
days; and twenty for keeping them fast. 
It was then resolved to “ turn the upper 
stairs, and come in at the left door.” 

On the 4th of December the informers 
renewed their attack. Tilly commanded 
several to pull Mr. Fownes down ; but 
they would not; nor would Mr. Fownes 
condescend to come down, especially as 
they produced no warrant. Then Wat- 
kins, with great fury, rushed upon him ; 
but Mr. Fownes remonstrated, and said 
none of the magistrates would do so. 
Watkins then went for an alderman ; 
and Mr. Fownes told the others, that if 
they would sit down and be quiet, they 
should hear what rebellion they taught 
the people. They would not sit, but 
they stood ; and Mr. Fownes proceeded 
to preach from Heb. iv. 14—16; and 
afterwards concluded with prayer, being 
about half an hour in the whole. Then 
the people went down the stairs that 
were turned. Tilly, in amazement, calls 
after Mr. Fownes to come the other way; 
which he was not polite enough to do, 
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Then they would have pursued him that 
way to take him; but he was conveyed 
away, under the meeting, into a neigh- 
bour’s house. 

But on Lord’s day the 18th the enemy 
was more successful; all the three powers 
—civil, ecclesiastical, and military—were 
engaged on the memorable occasion. 
There were Sir Robert Yeamans, mayor's 
officers, and sergeants; Sir John Knight, 
a sheriff, and a deputy lieutenant ; Mr. 
Rumsey the town clerk; the bishop’s 
secretary and register; with an assem- 
blage of the mobility in the rear. Sir 
Robert and the sheriff commanded Mr. 
Fownes to surrender. Mr. Fownes re- 
monstrated. Sir Robert, valiantly, by the 
aid of a sergeant, forced his way to the 
pulpit, opened the door, and in great fury 
said, “ Sirrah, come down!” He came 
down, but, in yielding to authority, ex- 
pressed his opinion that such language 
might have been forborne. Sir Robert 
then sent him to Newgate, by a sergeant. 
Then, stationing themselves at different 
doors, the gentle invaders take down 
the names of the congregation, as they 
leave, sending several to Bridewell, with 
some from Mr. Weeks’s, who were after- 
wards committed to Newgate, because 
they would not engage to desert the 
meetings. Helliar arrested one member, 
and sent him to Bridewell, merely for 
entering a room under the meeting- 
house, where the young members had 
been worshipping; there being at the 
time nothing objectionable, reading, 
singing, praying, or preaching. 

The following Thursday, the 22nd, 
notwithstanding the precautionary pay- 
ment of the fine, in compliance with a 
warrant from Sir John Knight, Capt. 
Arundell, &c., Helliar and his people 
rifled and plundered the meeting house, 
pulling down pulpit and pews at their 
pleasure. One of them brought in a 
tankard of strong beer, and sitting down 
on the pulpit seat, drank to his compa- 
nions, and a health to the king; and, 
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after this overflow of good fellowship 
and loyalty, he sang songs, smoked to- 
bacco, and jeered the poor people until 
it was time to leave. 

The prisoners in Newgate, constitut- 
ing, as they contended, one family, de- 
termined to hold a meeting for fasting 
and prayer. The fasting, perhaps, might 
have been allowed, but prayer in New- 
gate was out of all character. Besides, 
Mr. Fownes had the temerity to preach ; 
and the people the still more astonishing 
assurance to sing the forty-sixth psalm: 
On this, who should send to the mayor 
but the renowned George Helliar, a pri- 
soner for debt. Down came the sheriff, 
sergeants, artillery men, &c., &c. The 
sheriff, in a great rage, stormed at the 
keeper, and threatened to dismiss him ; 
declared there should be no conyenticles 
there; and took the names of two or 
three visitors. Mr. Terrill, seeing the 
sheriff in such a rage, said, “The law 
allows a family, with four more, to meet, 
and we, being but one family, may 
meet.” So, effectually to counteract 
this gregarious inclination, they were or- 
dered to be secured in separate rooms. 

The new year commenced inauspi- 
On the Ist of January, 1682, 
Lord’s day, the members who were at 
liberty were shut out of their meeting- 
house ; and the “ window-leayes” were 
demolished by the rabble, encouraged 
by their superiors. On the 11th, it being 
quarter sessions, the prisoners were or- 
dered to the Guildhall. They were twen- 
ty-five in number. They engaged two 
Bristol and two London counsellors, or 
as they describe them, three counsellors 
and a barrister, with two attorneys. 
There were on the bench, in solemn con- 
clave, the mayor, Sir Robert Yeamans, 
Sir Richard Crump, Aldermen Olive and 
Hicks, Sir Robert Cann, Sir Richard 
Hart, and, to crown all, the Lord Bishop. 
These, with the amiable town-clerk, 
were for continuing the rebels in prison. 
But ultimately, counsel succeeded in ob- 


ciously. 
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taining their discharge, on payment of 
the fees, and giving security to appear 
from day to day. Good Mr. Fownes, 
however, was still detained. 

On the Ist of February, Mr. Fownes 
was removed by habeas corpus to Lon- 
don. Ona bond being given for £500, 
he was permitted to travel witha friend ; 
but Sheriff Knight would not allow him 
the privilege of even calling at his house, 
though he went past the door. They 
went on horseback—“ a cold, searching, 
windy day, very bitter weather, and dan- 
gerous to Mr. Fownes, who had been kept 
close prisoner six weeks and three days.” 

On the 16th, news arrived that Mr. 
Fownes was “ cleared in London, be- 
cause his mittimus was faulty ; but he 
was bound by Mr. Sayer, the attorney 
general, to appear the first day of next 
term to answer for living in a corpora- 
tion, and holding a conventicle there.” 

On the 3rd of Mareh, Mr. Fownes 
came over from Bath, to yisit his desti- 
tute and desolate people, but was obliged 
to conceal himself from the adversary. 
The next Lord’s day the two baptist 
churches met together near Bussleton, in 
peace; Mr. Whinnell preaching in the 
morning, and Mr. Gifford in the evening. 

On the 12th they met in the fields 
near Barton Hundred, and were ad- 
dressed by Mr. Buttall of Plymouth in 
the morning, and Mr, Whinnell in the 
evening: about a thousand present. 
In the afternoon Mr. Weeks was cap- 
tured by Helliar, “in James’s-yard.” 
They had him before the mayor, who, 
because he was going to “ Wasbo- 
rough’s” church, took Mr. Weeks with 
him! The next day, Monday, the church 
met at Parkhouse, over Durdham Down, 
and Mr. Fownes preached and adminis- 
tered the Lord’s supper. At this meet- 
ing, one who had been previously bap- 
tized was received to communion. It 
was a rainy morning, and afterwards 
snow; but the greater part of the church 
were there notwithstanding. 
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On the 11th of June Mr. Fownes, 
having returned from London but not 
daring to enter the city, preached to the 
people in Kingswood, near Scruze-hole, 
under a tree, and endured the rain. He 
did the same on the 18th, but was in 
great danger from a company of train 
bands who were sent in search of meet~ 
ings. On the 25th he preached there 
again, undisturbed. For several weeks 
following he persevered, but not without 
considerable danger. The informers 
wearied themselves out, with but little 
success. Several were taken on their 
return, on suspicion, and committed to 
prison and fined; but Mr. Fownes and 
Mr. Whinnell escaped. 

In August Mr. Fownes withdrew from 
public observation, because of the as- 
sizes; but in September we find him 
again preaching and administering the 
Lord’s supper in the woods. The in- 
formers were prowling about, and met 
with some of Mr. Gifford’s people, but. 
Mr. Gifford himself eluded their vigi- 
lance. They were very near capturing 
Mr. Gardner, who preached for Mr. 
Weeks, but, crossing the water at St. 
Ann’s, he escaped. Notwithstanding 
these field meetings, meetings in the 
city were kept up as regularly as they 
could be. One in December has a very 
curious circumstance connected with it 
— ‘Met for our lecture on Redcliff-hill, 
in peace; taking a great deal of caution 
in coming and going, the women wear- 
ing neither white aprons nor pattens!” 

The following year similar meetings 
were held, but attended with more dan- 
ger. On the 14th of January, 1683, they 
met at the usual place in the wood as 
early as nine in the morning, and sepa- 
rated at eleven, having had intelligence 
that they were to be routed at twelve, 
Three justices—Newton, Player, and 
Meredith—-with about ten officers, rode 
along the wood by the river's side in 
search of the rebels: but in vain; three 
meetings haying been held and dispersed. 
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In the evening, young Olive met one of 
the hearers, and began to question him ; 
but two sturdy colliers threatened what 
they would do if he spoke another word, 
which so alarmed him that he pulled off 
his hat to them and slunk off! “ Laus 
Deo ! (say the records,) and in the even- 
ing we broke bread in peace !” 

On the 22nd, very diligent search was 
made for Mr. Fownes and some others, 
in a great chest. Warrants were also out 
for Mr. Terrill, Mr. Gifford, and Mr. 
Weeks; the “ringleaders” being parti- 
cularly in request. Consequently, Mr. 
Fownes was persuaded to withdraw fur- 
ther off, only the members knowing 
where, and holding communication with 
him. He contrived, however, frequently 
to meet them, and to preach and admin- 
ister the Lord’s supper, notwithstanding 
they were literally “hunted” as so many 
deer. 

On the 15th of March, several of Mr. 
Weeks’s people haying conformed, Mr. 
Fownes addressed two questions to 
the church: “ First. Whether they did 
not stand in the same relation and 
own the same principles as at first? 
And, secondly, Whether any were 
otherwise minded?” Desiring that any 
who were should speak. But, although 
the assizes were at hand, and many were 
liable to pay twenty pounds a month for 
their nonconformity, there was a solemn 
silence. ‘“ We were enabled,” say they, 
“to trust in God; not one was for con- 
formity.” They would soon have had 
their courage tried, and been captured 
by the informers, who had got informa- 
tion of them, had not a shrewd lad put 
them on a wrong course, and then run 
and warned the people. That week, 
about a hundred and fifty of the dissent- 
ers were convicted by the recorder, on 
the statute of the 23rd of Elizabeth, and 
fined twenty pounds a month each for 
not going to church. 

On the 18th they met in peace, and 
enjoyed their privileges, at Conham 
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house. Mr. Fownes preached to them 
in the wood. Olive had threatened to 
send some troopers, to convey them to 
Gloucester gaol; and ten of Oxford’s 
troop, passing from Bath to Bristol, saw 
some, and threatened to be with the 
others as soon as they should learn in 
the city where they held forth. “ Yet 
we were in peace. Laus Deo!” 

But, alas! on the 25th Mr. Fownes 
was captured. He was at the time very 
ill; but promised his people to be with 
them in the wood. Accordingly he 
went: but about three quarters of an 
hour after, they were surrounded by 
horse and foot, the former in close am- 
bush. Mr. Fownes mounted a horse, 
which one of the informers seeing from 
a hill, he made a signal to the troops in 
ambush to pursue ; but even then they 
would not have found him had not a 
countryman innocently told them which 
way he was gone. By Justice Player's 
orders he was detained at a collier’s all 
night. The next day he was taken to 
the Newton’s Arms on the London road, 
where Player, Newton, and Meredith, 
made his mittimus to Gloucester for six 
months, on the Oxford act. Mr. Dick- 
enson, being present, was bound over to 
the assizes, for having attended a meet- 
ing of a thousand people. Others were 
obliged to steal away, or they would 
haye shared the same fate. Mr. Fowneg 
had been preaching from 2 Tim. i. 9, “1 
suffer trouble as an evil doer, but the 
word of God is not bound.” Player 
also granted warrants to take twenty- 
eight others to Gloucester, if they could 
be captured. On the 15th of April, 
therefore, they met on the other side of 
the river, where the justices were less 
active. But Helliar, who was made un- 
der-sheriff of Somersetshire, being on 
horseback, with a pair of pistols before 
him, came up with bailiffs and con- 
stables while Mr. Whinnell was preach- 
ing, near Bussleton common, and they 
secured several, but Mr. Whinnell es- 
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caped. He manifested great anxiety to 
capture Mr. Terrill; but, directing his 
men to the wrong person, “he in the 
black hat,” Mr. Terrillalso escaped : but 
several were taken, and conveyed to an 
alehouse in the neighbourhood, whence 
some escaped: but others, including 
Mr. Ellis, were taken to Whitchurch, 
and carried the next morning to Justice 
Then Helliar went in search 
of Mr. Weeks’s people, who were near. 
They had just dispersed, but met again 
in the afternoon ; when Helliar pursued 
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them, and many fled across the water. 
Helliar then waved his hat for Olive and 
his men to pursue them on the Glouces- 
tershire side ; which they did, and com- 
pelled the officers of the hundreds, much 
against their inclination, to accompany 
them. They soon caught a view of Mr. 
Knight, a minister from Taunton, and 
Mr. Ford, a Bristol mercer. After they 
had pursued them a full half mile, Mr. 
Ford, seeing no likelihood of eseape, and 
supposing the river not to be deep, ven- 
tured into it, in hope of reaching the op- 
posite bank. The pursuers made a tre- 
mendous noise, as though they were 
hunting, vociferating as loud as they 
could, “ Knock ’em down! knock ’em 
down!” ‘The very cattle were alarmed, 
and scampered about in all directions ; 
and some persons at a distance actually 
thought they were hunting deer! Mr. 
Ford and Mr. Knight both took refuge 
in the river; but Mr. Ford, from some 
cause or other, soon sinking, cried out 
loudly for help ; but, though many wit- 
nessed the whole, not one of them would 
render any help, and Olive and his men 
made off as fast as they could. Happily, 
there was a Kingswood collier near, one 
of those “sinners above all sinners!” 
Having a child in his arms he laid it 
down, plunged in, and with much diffi- 
culty saved Mr. Knight. He called to 
Watkins, the marshal, to help ; but the 
heartless wretch refused ; and, in con- 
sequence, Mr. Ford was drowned. Some 
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of the kind-hearted colliers carried Mr: 
Knight to a house in Pilemarsh, where, 
by warm blankets, and other suitable 
means, he was recovered. The perse- 
cutors no sooner heard that he was likely 
to live, than they beset the house, and 
demanded that he should be delivered 
to them, to be conveyed to prison. But 
Mr. Fox, their hospitable friend, barred 
the intruders out. Soon after, they came 
again, with a warrant, and searched the 
house. But while they were gone, Mr. 
Fox had conveyed Mr. Knight to another 
house. Then, to conceal their own wick- 
edness, they raised a report that Mr. 
Knight had drowned Mr. Ford, and 
would send a hue and ery after him. 
Others insinuated that Mr. Ford had 
drowned himself. But the body being 
found that evening, the coroner was sent 
for, and a jury of nineteen was impan- 
nelled. Hight witnesses swore that they 
saw them pursued into the water, and 
that the pursuers repeatedly cried, 
“Knock ’em down!” The next day, 
the jury brought in a verdict against 
three of the pursuers, as the cause of 
Mr. Ford’s death, and the coroner issued 
his warrants for taking them, and desired 
the mayor of Bristol to do the same; 
but he refused; so the coroner acted 
alone. Hoar, an accessary, was found ; 
but Olive let him escape. 

The nine persons who had been taken 
before Justice Langton were, by Helliar’s 
instigation, sent to chester. Helliar 
laid very grievous things to their charge; 
intimating that they were rebels, and 
dangerous to the government; that they 
went about the country, broke down 
hedges and trampled down the corn, 
threw gates wide open, &c. The justice 
asked them whether they would traverse 
or submit. Ignorant of the consequence, 
they said they would submit. Then they 
were asked if they would go to church 
and receive the sacrament at Whitsun- 
tide, and bring a certificate of their doing 
so: if they would, they should be cleared - 
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if not they should be fined twenty marks 
each. They desired time to consider: 
at length, they said they would go to 
church. “Oh!” says Helliar, “they call 
their conventicles the church!” So they 
were fined, in all £120, and sentenced 
to lie in prison till it was paid. And, 
not content with this, the persecutors 
declared they would have thirty from 
each side of the river, and make them 
go through fire as well as through water. 

About this time they had a letter from 
Mr. Fownes in answer to some queries, 
particularly as to whether they should 
meet publicly in a body, or privately in 
small groups. Mr. Fownes assured them 
that it was their duty to meet publicly, 
and not refrain for fear or threats, till 
they were compelled by force (Ezra iy. 
23,) and until they could arrange for 
small meetings; and that, in the mean 
time, it was the duty of every member 
regularly to attend the church-meetings. 


Towards the close of 1684 a new} 


bishop came to Bristol ; the former one, 


with most who were active in his service | 


against the dissenters, being dead. The 
new sheriff, Twyford, entered on his 
office with a speech worthy of Nero— 
that he would find out all meetings, and, 
“like death, he would spare none!” 

Mr. Fownes, whose legal term of im- 
prisonment had long since expired, was 
from time to time compelled to appear 
in court at the quarter sessions, where, 
after much abuse, he was sure, under 
some pretence or other, to be remanded. 
He was charged with being “ turbulent 
and seditious ;” and told, that unless he 
found bail to the amount of £600, and 
gave security for good behaviour (which 
involved the entire renunciation of at- 
tendance at the meetings) he should lie 
in prison. He refused, and his impri- 
sonment was interminable but by death. 

Death, more merciful than his perse- 
cutors, released him from all his trials, 
on the 29th of November, 1685 ; he hay- 
ing been confined in Gloucester gaol 
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two years and nine months. When the 
officers conveyed him to prison, they 
declared he should never come out alive; 
and, although his mittimus was for only 
six months, the threat proved fatally 
correct. Endeavours were made.to pro- 
cure ‘witnesses to swear a riot against 
him; although, for a very obvious rea- 
son, no fellow-rioter was included in 
the indictment. On the eve of his 
trial, one on whom considerable reli- 
ance was placed, completely disappoint- 
ed the persecutors. Looking hard at 
the justices, he said, with evident sur- 
prise, ‘‘Lord, gentlemen! what would 
you have me do? I cannot swear any 
thing against this person!’ Neverthe-: 
less, they impannelled a jury, and pro- 
ceeded. Mr. Fownes pleaded his own 
cause ; and, encouraged probably by 
the conscientious simplicity of the wit- 
ness, very pleasantly and _ pertinently 
reminded the jury that he and his horse 
could not be guilty of a riot without 
company! This, of necessity, made an 
impression on the “twelve good men 
and true,’ who, however, to preserve 
appearances, retired to consider their 
verdict. They soon returned and pro- 
nounced a verdict of “not guilty.” 
“ What! not guilty?” exclaimed the 
bishop’s chancellor, who was on the 
bench. ‘No, not guilty,” replied the 
foreman, with honest warmth ; “ not 
guilty ; for how can George and his 
horse be guilty of a riot, without com- 
pany? I say, not !” 

Such a yerdict in the present day 
would have been a sufficient, if not a 
satisfactory acquittal. But Mr. Fownes 
was remanded to prison, When, at the 
end of six months, he claimed his liber- 
ty, he was told by the jailor that he had 
had positive orders not to let him go. 

At the following assizes Mr. Fownes 
made a formal appeal to the judge, who, 
it is supposed, would have liberated 
him, had he not been influenced by his 
colleagues. Player and Newton alarmed 
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his fears, telling him that if he let that 
man go he would draw all the country 
after him. The bishop’s chancellor, too 
—minister of merey !—and Sir Richard 
Hart, whispered in his ear that Fownes 
was a dangerous person, and that it was 
not safe to the government to let him go. 

Sacrificed on the altar of priestly ma- 
lice and judicial cowardice, the man of 
God was destined to die in prison. 
This was the more cruel, as he was la- 
bouring at the time under an affliction 
producing the most acute and agonizing 
pain. An eminent physician, who was 
specially consulted, did not hesitate to 
declare that this imprisonment occa- 
sioned his death ; and that it was no 
less murder, and infinitely more cruel, 
than if they had run him through with 
a sword the first day he went in! 

The following is the brief testimony 
of the church to his talents and _ his 
character :— 

“ On the 29th of November, our pas- 
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tor, Brother Fownes, died in Gloucester 
gaol, having been kept there for two 
years and about nine months, a prisoner, 
unjustly and maliciously, for the testi- 
inony of Jesus and preaching the gospel. 
He was a man of great learning, of a 
sound judgment, an able preacher, hav- 
ing great knowledge in divinity, law, 
physic, &e. <A bold, patient sufferer 
for the Lord Jesus, and the gospel he 
preached.” 


The preceding particulars are ex- 
tracted from a work entitled, “‘ The Rise 
and Progress of Dissent in Bristol, chiefly 
in relation to the Broadmead Church,” 
by J. G. Fuller: a work of which an 
account was given in our number for 
March, 1841, but to which we are happy 
to direct again the attention of our read- 
ers, as containing memorials of men of 
whom the world was not worthy, and 
whose sufferings ought not to be forgot- 
ten by their descendants. 


THE PERSECUTIONS OF DAVID. 


VI. INCONSISTENCIES. 


“ Let tunes to tears and praise to plaints be prest.” 


As we continue to trace this history, 
we meet with an enlarging stream of 
instruction and at the same time feel 
more sensibly the necessity of assistance 
from the divine Spirit, who caused it to 
be written for our benefit. It is neces- 
sary that we now bear in mind that great 
principle of interpretation which requires 
us to judge of detached portions of the 
Bible by the general tenor and spirit of 
the whole book; so that if any such 
portion be obscure or apparently con- 
tradictory, it is to be explained in con- 
formity with the more full communica- 
tions made in other parts of the volume. 
It is thus that we interpret every other 


communication of equal magnitude; no- 
thing being more natural than that an 
author should unfold his views less fully 
in one passage than he does in others. 
Even, therefore, if we do not find in the 
course of David’s history an express dis- 
approval adjoining the record of any im- 
proper action, we are by no means to 
conclude that his conduct was considered 
innocent or excusable, but are to judge 
of it according to the clearer discoveries 
of the will of God, in other parts of his 
word. The narration indeed professes 
to be only a record of facts, and by no 
means to embrace a full expression of 
the divine approval or disapproval ; al- 
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though the thoughtful reader will often 
find in those facts themselves by no 
means dubious intimations of the deci- 
sions of a righteous Governor. 

David's separation from Jonathan was 
accompanied by circumstances exceed- 
ingly affecting. Apart from banishment 
from his home and from his noble friend, 
there was much to exercise his faith in 
the prospect of precarious and unsettled 
exile ; for he was sufficiently aware that 
Saul would soon take measures for his 
destruction if he fixed his habitation in 
one place. He had before him, it is 
true, the divine promise that he should 
eventually reign over the kingdom ; but 
how distant seemed the time of its ful- 
filment, and how dreary the path by 
which he was required to ascend the 
eminence! And if such were probably 
his depressing aspirations, we must re- 
flect with hearts of sympathy, as well 
as righteousness, on his subsequent con- 
duct. 

After he had, in company with a few 
young men, for some time borne his suf- 
ferings, he came to Nob, a town in the 
province of Benjamin,—not far from the 
spoton which Jerusalem afterwards stood, 
—where the tabernacle was situated, 
and Abimelech the high priest presided. 
He went thither, as we afterwards learn, 
with the desire of committing his way 
unto the Lord, and entreating direction 
for his future course ; but a secondary 
and most important object was to pro- 
cure some sustenance for himself and his 
companions. He knew that there was in 
the sanctuary a regular supply of “ shew 
bread,” namely, twelve loaves, which 
after being set upon the golden table 
before the Lord, and permitted to re- 
main there for one week, were replaced 
by new loaves; while those removed 
were appointed to be eaten by the 
priests, and by them only. This desti- 
nation could not be altered under ordi- 
nary circumstances; but, as the case 
was extreme, David considered that the 
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ceremonial law might yield to the law 
of nature; that a merely positive insti- 
tution might be temporarily put aside to 
admit of the fulfilment of a moral duty. 
He therefore resolved to apply for the 
shew bread ; and thus far he is justified 
by our Lord, who in defending his own 
conduct on the sabbath day from the 
ceremonial refinements of the Pharisees, 
appeals to David’s example. “ Jesus 
went on the sabbath day through the 
corn; and his disciples were an hun- 
gered, and began to pluck the ears of 
corn and to eat. But when the Phari- 
sees saw it they said unto him, Behold, 
thy disciples do that which is not lawful 
to do upon the sabbath day. But he 
saith unto them, Have ye not read what 
David did when he was an hungered, 
and they that were with him; how he 
entered into the honse of God, and did 
eat the shew bread, which was not law- 
ful for him to eat, neither for them that 
were with him, but only for the priests?” 
Would that his necessities had urged 
him no further than the resolution to de- 
part from a ceremonial injunction! But 
on coming in these circumstances into 
the tabernacle, the priest was naturally 
astonished and terrified. David, the 
commander of the armies, the most dis- 
tinguished of all the generals in Israel, 
and the anointed successor to the throne, 
coming in this wretched guise, was a 
spectacle sufficient to excite wonder, 
and, in those unsettled times, suspicion 
and terror. What could the poor exile 
say? That he was wretchedly at- 
tended, and miserably destitute, even of 
necessary food, he could not deny ; but 
to divulge honestly the occasion of this 
would have been, to all human appear- 
ance, to close up the only source of 
hope; for the priest dared not, on the. 
most solemn religious grounds, act in 
known opposition to the king’s authority. 
It was a moment of distressing delibera- 
ration, 2 moment out of which’ were “the 
issues of life.’ Ob, why not adhere to 
4F 
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duty? Why not dare to rely on him 
who suffers not his people to perish, but 
is “a very present help in trouble?” 
Would that thou hadst known of Elijah, 
who was first sustained by the fowls of 
heaven, and then by the mere word of 
God ; or, rather, of thy great Master, 
who, after enduring solitary hunger for 
forty days, repeatedly repelled alluring 
offers, because the acceptance of them 
would have argued distrust of his hea- 
venly Father. Yea, bappy had it been 
if thou hadst had the feelings which led 
thee in later times to sing, “ The young 
lions do lack and suffer hunger, but they 
that seek the Lord shall not want any 
good thing.” 

But how important is the daily prayer, 
“ Lead us not into temptation :” in other 
words, “ Withhold us from trials which 
are too severe for our feeble principles ; 
from inducements to sin which we have 
not the courage to resist.” ‘ Such,” 
says one to whom the human heart was 
comparatively well known, “ was the 
counsel of our Lord to his disciples in a 
season of peculiar danger: ‘ Watch and 
pray, that ye enter not into temptation.’ 
He had himself entered that field, and 
came out a conqueror; but he knew 
what was in man, and counselled them 
rather to avoid than court the contest. 
In cases where the heart begins to be 
seduced by temptation, it will soon be- 
come restless, solicitous, and importu- 
nate; it will moan after it, and be ex- 
ceedingly fruitful in devices to get into 
the way of it. It will persuade con- 
science, for once, at least, to be silent ; 
it will blind the mind to the evil, and 
paint the desirableness of the good; and 
if all this will not do, it will promise to 
be only a looker on, or that thus far it 
will go, and no further. But, if thou 
hast any regard to God or his cause, or 
to the welfare of thine own soul, ‘ con- 
sent thou not.’ ” * 


* Andrew Fuller. 
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Dayid, alas! did “ consent.” He en- 
tered within the range of seduction, and 
impelled by the desire of preserving his 
own reputation in the eyes of the priest, 
as well as of securing the food for 
want of which he was perishing, he 
framed the following misrepresentation. 
« Why art thou alone?” said the priest. 
“The king,” replied David, “ hath com- 
manded me a business, and hath said 
unto me, Let no man know any thing of 
the business whereabout I send thee, and - 
what I haye commanded thee; and I 
have appointed my servants to such and 
such a place.” 

On what principles, consistent with 
divine revelation, this conduct should 
ever have been defended, it is hard to 
say. David himself, we are persuaded, 
would be the first to condemn it, when 
his soul was liberated from the influence 
of the tempter; and it is in every way 
calculated to fill those who, like him, 
profess to be the servants of God, with a 
salutary fear of falling ; for no spiritual 
privileges, and no vows, however solemn, 
can withstand the enemy “coming in 
like a flood ;” the ‘‘Spirit of the Lord 
alone can lift up a standard against him.” 

Although the delinquent, on his con- 
trite and sincere return to that atone~ 
ment by which the character of God is 
honoured, and a way of salvation opened 
to the guiltiest sinner, would receive for- 
giveness, yet the all-righteous Ruler does 
not forbear to express his displeasure by 
permitting some calamitous events to 
arise out of this treachery. Not the 
least of these, it will be readily allowed, 
was his being suffered to take a course 
which led into circumstances still more 
dangerous, and into sins searcely less 
distressing than those just adverted to. 
The first thing for which he asked, after 
his hunger had been satisfied, was the 
means of personal defence. It was not 
the place most likely to contain weapons 
of warfare; but the desire was singularly 
gratified by the circumstance of the 


INCONSISTENCIES. 


sword of Goliath having been there laid 
up as a memorial before the Lord of his 
goodness to Israel. It was a striking 
and appropriate method of testifying 
gratitude for a deliverance so clearly 
wrought by Jehovah. We should have 
been glad to know that it never had 
again been stained with blood, but had 
remained as a trophy of the Prince of 
peace ; orif those times of carnage could 
not dispense with its services, it would 
have been consolatory to learn that at 
least it was again wielded by faith, 
equally pure and lofty with that by 
which it was obtained. Thus lightly 
armed he left Nob, and proceeded west- 
ward, across the boundary of Benjamin, 
into the province of Gad, travelling on- 
wards until he came to the city of Gath. 
What could have induced him to go 
thither it is difficult to conjecture. 
Surely, he could scarcely anticipate hos- 
pitality from a people against whom he 
had repeatedly fought; and assuredly 
he could not expect that they would 
overlook the only weapon with which 
he was supplied,—the proof of their own 
conquest and their own shame. It 
might be, that Achish, desiring to draw 
off from Saul’s armies so able a general, 
had at some former time given David 
intimation that he would receive and 
protect him: but the adventure seems 
more like a consequence of the with- 
drawal of that wisdom and counsel with 
which he had been favoured when his 
ways pleased the Lord. How dan- 
geros it is to take a single step 
from the line of duty; and especially 
to refuse to retrace that step as soon 
as it is discovered. No sooner do we 
grieve our divine Counsellor and Guide, 
than the heart becomes hardened, and 
the understanding obscured ; while ‘all 
that collectedness and decision which 
are essential to a successful pursuit of 
duty are banished from the heart. 

He had not long remained in Gath be- 
fore he naturally became an object of 
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persecution to the various officers of 
Achish. They watched his expressions 
as the Jews did those of our blessed 
Lord, with the view of wresting them to 
his condemnation. Unable, probably, 
to bring against him any accusation of 
existing hostility, they assailed him with 
his former deeds against the honour of 
their nation. They repeated the praises 
which he had received for his former vic- 
tories, and intimated, that as he was 
destined to the throne of Israel, he 
would continue to be their most power- 
ful opponent if they permitted him to 
escape alive. These words filled David 
with terror, and drove him thus to’ com- 
plain before the Lord. 

“A Galden Psalm of Dayid, when the Philistines 

took him in Gath. 


“ Haye pity, Lord, for man 
Is gaping to devour; 

They vex me daily with wild war, 
They press me every hour :— 

My foes all day are gaping wide, 

O thou most High! In war and pride, 
Upon me thousands lour, 


** My words they writhe and wrest, 
Their counsels aim all day 
On me for evil ; gatherers close 
And hiders dark are they ; 
Well mark they out each step of mine, 
Even as of old they wound their line 
Around my soul, their prey.” Ps. LVI. 
When these words came to be applied 
to our Saviour, with a meaning yet more 
vivid, he was enabled to associate them 
with anavowal of untainted honour. It 
was not so, however, in the case of the 
son of Jesse. His garments cannot be 
pronounced altogether unspotted. It is 
still, unquestionably, to be remembered, 
that there was much permitted to re- 
main in the spirit of the former economy 
which was for the first time disallowed 
by the personal ministry of Christ, so 
that what is totally inadmissible in us 
might be capable of extenuation in Da- 
vid. Yet his conduct on former occa- 
sions, distinguished as it was by a mag- 
nanimous trust in God, makes his device 
on this occasion seem unworthy even 
of himself. He knew that madmen 
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were (as they are in our own day in 
many parts of the world) considered sa- 
ered and entitled to protection, from the 
superstitious belief that the mind of the 
person has forsaken the body and passed 
into heaven; and on this, as well pro- 
bably as on other grounds, he conceived 
that his only means of deliverance lay 
in assuming such a character. “ He,” 
therefore, changed his behaviour before 


A SERMON ON BEHALF OF 


them, and feigned himself mad in their 
hands, and serabbled on the doors of the 
gate, and let his spittle fall down upon 
his beard.” 

This humiliating expedient availed to 
his escape from Gath: but, although a 
measure of prosperity intervened, the 
disastrous consequences of his infidelity, 
as we may possibly hereafter see, had 
not terminated. 


SERMON ON BEHALF OF THE BRITISH AND FOREIGN SCHOOL 
SOCIETY, 


PREACHED AT CARTER LANE MEETING-HOUSE, DEC. 18, 1814, 


BY THE REY. 


“ Many shall run to and fro, and knowledge 
shall be increased.”—Dan., xii. 4. 

Wuatever obscurity there is in these 
prophecies, there are some particulars in 
them which determine their application 
to gospel times, and perhaps to those in 
which we live. Such is the mystical 
number of “atime, times, and a half,” in 
verse 7, or 1,250 years; which has an 
invariable reference to the period of anti- 
christian domination (compare yerse 7 
with Rev. x. Ds WS IL kA 
xiii. 5). That which is here predicted, 
therefore, must refer to the close of this 
period, and to the introduction of the 
millennial kingdom of Christ: 

The characteristics of these times are, 
that they shall be preceded by “ great 
troubles,” but from which Michael will 
“stand up” to deliver his church ; that 
there shall be men of eminence, who 
shall “turn many to righteousness, and 
shine like the stars for ever;” and that 
“many shall run to and fro, and know- 
ledze shall be increased.” 

Two things require attention ; namely, 
the kind of knowledge here referred to, 
and the means by which it is to be in- 
creased. 


DyaGe exile 
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As to the first, we have heard much of 
late years of philosophical illumination, 
which, by excluding the Bible, is to 
ameliorate the condition of man; and 
we have seen some of its effects. It is 
something remarkable, that from the 
time when the Bible was to be thrown 
aside as useless, it has been more in re- 
quest, and more extensively circulated ! 
Partial as unbelievers may be to their 
own kind of knowledge, they cannot ex- 
pect that its prevalence should be an 
object of scripture prophecy. No; the 
knowledge of which the scriptures make 
account is that of which the fear of the 
Lord is the beginning. We may depend 
upon it that it is Bible knowledge, or 
the Bible would not have predicted it 
with approbation. It is that which “ the 
wicked will not understand, but the 
wise shall understand it.” It is the 
knowledge of “the only true God, and 
of Jesus Christ, whom he hath sent.’ 
With this, however, must be included 
the first principles, at least, of human 
science, as subservient to it; inasmuch 
as the end includes the means which 
lead to it. 


It is the glory of Christ’s kingdom 
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. that it is established and promoted by 
knowledge. It invites examination, and 
courts humble inquiry. Is it thus with 
paganism, or Mahommedanism, or apos- 
tate Judaism, or deism, or corrupt Chris- 
tianity? No: these are all works of 
darkness, for the dispelling of which 
many shall run to and fro, as with the 
lamps of truth in their hands. 

We have a written religion; and 
though it is not essential to salvation 
that we should be able to read and 
write, yet these are essential to our mak- 
ing any considerable proficiency in the 
knowledge of God. Without being able 
to read we cannot “search the scrip- 
tures,” nor “ meditate in the law of the 
Lord by day and by night.” It is a 
great disadvantage to a hearer of the 
gospel to be unable to compare what he 
hears with the word of God. Nor is it 
less so to a minister, or a missionary, in 
addressing such auditors. It might 
therefore be presumed, that prior to the 
general spread of the gospel there would 
be a general diffusion of knowledge, 
even amongst_the lower classes of man- 
kind. 

Secondly. Respecting the means by 
which knowledge shall be increased,— 
‘many shall run to and fro ;” that is, 
they that possess it shall be desirous of 
imparting it to others. There may be a 
desire to impart knowledge without pos- 
sessing it. Some good men, like Ahi- 
maaz, are eager to run while yet they 
have no tidings, and some vain men 
have an itch to be teachers when it 
would rather become them to learn. 
Those who possess knowledge, however, 
will do well to impart it according to 
their ability. 

It is chiefly by means of instruction 
that men are “ wiser than the beasts of 
the field.” We are born, it is true, with 
capacious and immortal powers, but 
while the mind is uninformed they are 
of but small account. Knowledge en- 
ters principally at the door of the senses. 
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To what do we owe the gift of speech > 
It may seem to be natural to us; but if 
we are born deaf we shall also be dumb; 
and if with this we were blind, there 
would be but little difference in point of 
knowledge between us and other ani- 
mals. Why is man so long in growing 
up to maturity? Other animals attain 
theirs in a short time compared with 
him. Is it not that there may be op- 
portunity for instruction? What is the 
difference between the civilized and-the 
savage part of mankind? Both may pos- 
sess like powers; but the one is instruct- 
ed, while the other is not. Many poor 
boys and girls in a country village, who 
cannot read, and never hear the gospel, 
nor converse with wise men, are very 
little, if any thing, superior to savages. 
Who can read the pathetic lines of Gray, 
when looking at the graves of the poor 
in a country churchyard, without drop- 
ping a tear of sympathy? 


“ Perhaps in this neglected spot is laid 
Some heart once pregnant with celestial fire; 
Hands that the rod of empire might have 
swayed, 
Or waked to ecstasy the living lyre. 


“But Knowledge to their eyes her ample page, 
Rich with the spoils of time, did ne’er unroll ; 
Chill penury repressed their noble rage, 
And froze the genial current of their soul!” 


A portion of this evil may always con- 
tinue to be the lot of the poor in the 
present life : but it may be considerably 
diminished ; and, when the knowledge 
of the Lord shall cover the earth as the 
waters do the sea, it will be so. Genu- 
ine benevolence will produce this effect. 
God hath so ordered things that we 
should be blessings to one another. One 
generation passeth not away till it has 
reared another to take its place. We 
might all have been called alone, and 
blessed, like Abraham ; but as in bless- 
ing him God made him a blessing to the 
nations, it is in some respects the same 
with us. Ifhe give us the cup of salva- 
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tion, we must hand it round. If he give 
us knowledge, or riches, or any other 
gift, we must not keep it to ourselves, 
but run to and fro that we may impart it. 
If it be the design of God to diffuse 
the knowledge of himself over the earth 
in these last days, it might be expected 
that suitable means and instruments 
would be employed to accomplish it. 
When he meant to rear a tabernacle in 
the wilderness, he raised up Bezaleel 
and Aholiab, and other wise-hearted 
men, in whom he put wisdom and un- 
derstanding. Thus we might expect 
men to be gifted and qualified for the 
work appointed them, and to be stirred 
up to engage init. It might be expect- 
ed, supposing a great work designed to 
be accomplished, that societies would 
be formed, some to translate the sacred 
scriptures into the languages of the na-~ 
tions; some to give them circulation, 
some to scatter tracts which shall im- 
press their leading principles, some to 
preach the gospel, and some to teach 
the rising generation to read and write. 
Who can observe the movements of 
the present times without perceiving in 
them the fingerof God? They may not 
laye risen just in the order above de- 
scribed. The institution of Sunday 
schools, as they are called, for the child- 
ren -of the poor, took the lead about 
thirty years ago; since then, other insti- 
tutions of various kinds have followed ; 
but they have all risen nearly together, 
and all indicate a divine design. They 
form a whole, and, like the different 
parts of a machine, all work together. 
Amongst these institutions which have 
already attracted the attention of Europe, 
and not of Europe only, that which is now 
called “The British and Foreign School 
Society” claims our attention. And such 
a society is wanted to give success to all 
other institutions for the diffusion of 
knowledge ; for, if the world were full 
of Bibles, it would be of little avail if 
the people were not taught to read them. 


A SERMON. 


Is not the British system of education 
an engine capable of moving the moral 
world? From what little I know of it 
I am persuaded it is; and that God 
has caused it to be brought forward for 
this purpose. Its principle appears to 
me to be military. We all know what 
astonishing effects are produced in the 
political world by forming and organising 
a number of men, every one filling the 
most advantageous post, and all acting 
together in concert. If this principle 
has been brought to bear in war, why 
should it not rather be employed in pro- 
moting knowledge, and diffusing the 
blessings of peace? It is of but small 
account, whether it originated with a 
Bell or with a Lancaster, and whether 
the societies act in concert, or not, so 
that they do but act. It may be a use- 
ful rivalry, and serve to provoke to good 
works. It requires to be supported, and 
I trust it will be so. If the nations of 
Europe, who have sent and are sending 
messengers to learn the principles of our 
operations, should perceive our hands to. 
slacken in the use of them, it must not 
only sink us in their esteem, but impede 
the progress of the work. It is only to 
be a little more economical, denying 
ourselves of a few of the superfluities of 
life, and we may support all these insti- 
tutions. The expense of one lust is 
greater than all the taxes of benevolence 
and religion. 

I only add, amidst all our running to 
and fro to increase knowledge, our first 
concern is, that we ourselyes know the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ whom 
he hath sent. Without this, the rebuke 
of the apostle to a conceited Jew will 
apply to us: “ Thou art confident that 
thou thyself art a guide of the blind, 
a light of them who are in darkness, an 
instructor of the foolish, a teacher of 
babes, who hast the form of knowledge, 
and of the truth in the law : thou there- 


fore who teachest another, teachest thou 
not thyself?” 


635 


AN ARGUMENT FOR THE BAPTISM OF INFANTS. 


From the New York Baptist Advocate. 


WE have never seen peedobaptist pa- 
pers and periodicals more crowded than 
at the present period, with communica- 
tions and editorial articles against the 
views and practices of baptists. This is 
especially the case with New England 
publications ; and yet, from all that we 
hear and read upon the subject, there 
never was a period when baptist prin- 
ciples made more rapid progress than 
they are now doing among the congre- 
gationalists and methodists of New Eng- 
land. We have not attempted to reply 
to the numerous attacks lately made 
upon our tenets, because, in almost 
every instance, they have been of a cha- 
racter to expose the weakness of the 
cause so supported, and to lead the 
peedobaptist reader to doubt the scrip- 
tural validity of his practices. As a spe- 
cimen we copy one article which is 
going the rounds of peedobaptist publi- 
cations as an additional argument in 
their favour. Last week it appeared in 
the Christian Intelligencer. 


“ ANXIETY OF A GOOD BAPTIST MINISTER TO 
DEDICATE HIS CHILD TO GOD. 


“ The congeniality with pious parental affec- 
tions of dedicating our children to God in bap- 
tism needs no demonstration. The best of our 
baptist brethren do that which comes the nearest 
to it possible, and still fail We give one 
striking illustration, with some comments in- 
terspersed by the Ohio Observer. 

“ While we have no wish to engage in con- 
troversy with our brethren on the subject of 
infant baptism, we were so much impressed 
with the account of that eminently pious and 
devoted baptist minister, Andrew Fuller of Ket- 
tering, England, ‘whose praise is in all the 
churches,’ that we transcribed it as exhibiting 
the natural feelings of a devoted parent with 
reference to a darling child; and in conclusion 
could scarcely help exclaiming, in the language 
of Peter, Acts x. 47, ‘Can any man forbid 
water that these (children) should not be bap- 
tized ?? ;. 


“broken. 


“ «Sarah Fuller was born in Durham, Dec. 7, 
1779. At the time of her birth I committed 
her to God, as I trust I have done many times 
since ; once in particular. Viewing her as she 
lay smiling in the cradle, at the age of eight 
months, my heart was much affected: I took 
her up in my arms, retired, and in that position 
wrestled hard with God for a blessing; at the 
same time offering her up, as it were, and so- 
lemnly presenting her to God for acceptance. In 
this exercise I was greatly encouraged by the 
conduct of Christ toward those who brought 
little children in their arms to him fora blessing. 

“<T have frequently, when carrying her in 
my arms, sung over her such lines as the fol- 
lowing, with much affection : 


* May’st thou live to know and fear him, 
Trust and love him all thy days, 

Then go dwell for ever near him, 
See his face and sing his praise.’ ” 


“ Again, with reference to this child, who 
was very sick, he writes, ‘ Was exceedingly dis- 
tressed; went to prayer with a heart almost 
Some encouragement from conversa- 
tion with dear Dr. Ryland. I observed that 
God had not bound himself to hear the prayers 
of any one for the salvation of the soul of ano- 
ther.’ He replied, ‘But if he has not, he fre- 
quently does so; and hence, perhaps, though 
grace does not run in the blood, yet we fre- 
quently see it run in the line, Many more of 
the children of God’s children are gracious than 
others.’ "—Life of Rev. A. Fuller, by John Ry- 
land, D.D., pages 256 and 268, 

“ This dear child died in the 7th year of her 
age, after a lingering illness, during which she 
gave evidence of a truly gracious change. 

“ While we do not cite the above as a proof 
of the divine institution of infant baptism, we 
do present it as most valuable testimony, from 
distinguished baptist ministers,—men who reject 
this doctrine,—to meet the common objection, 
that the infant cannot assent to the rite, and of 
course it is unmeaning and useless. 

“ Intelligent piety in this case, despite of © 
theory, has presented the precise aspect of the 
motives and feclings which lead the intelligent 
and devoted parent to present his children to 
God in baptism.— Christian Mirror.” 


Perhaps our peedobaptist friends are 
not aware that we love our children as 
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much as they do theirs. Perhaps it is 
new to them that we inculeate the con- 
secration of one’s self, his influence, his 
business, his domestic relations, his all, 
to the service of his Creator and Re- 
deemer. It is true, that we do not 
believe ourselves at liberty to take a rite 
employed in the New Testament for 
the public acknowledgment of faith in 
Christ, and apply it to an unconscious 
child, before he is capable of exercising 


We 


neither believe that such an unwarrant- 


and acknowledging such faith. 


able proceeding will be the means of 
implanting faith, nor do we suppose that 
God will approve of such a perversion 
of an ordinance which he has appointed 
for other purposes. Whilst we wish to 
dedicate our all to Christ and his cause, 
we do not wish to do evil that good may 
come. 


Ir is strange that any intelligent per- 
sons should have confounded together 
two things so essentially distinct as the 
offering of prayer for an infant, and its 
subjection to a ceremonial rite. We 
should be sorry that our psedobaptist 
friends should suppose that pious pa- 
rents, holding our sentiments, do not 
present earnest and reiterated supplica- 
tions to the Father of mercies on behalf 
of their children ; and we should be still 
more sorry to suppose that our peedo- 
baptist friends themselves omit to do the 
same thing, in consequence of their hav- 
ing, as they express it, dedicated their 
children to God in baptism. Many of 
them, doubtless, have done for their be- 
loved little ones all that Mr. Fuller did, 
again and again, without thinking that 
they were re-baptizing them, or perform- 
ing an act equivalent to baptism. Some 
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baptists have gone further, and soon 
after the birth of an infant have invited 
a company of Christian friends to unite 
with them in prayer for its future happi- 
ness in time and eternity; but they 
have not believed that this had any afli- 
nity to baptism, or differed at all from a 
special prayer-meeting for any other ob- 
ject of domestic solicitude. It is how- 
ever important that every thing should 
be carefully avoided that might give to 
such a simple procedure the aspect of an 
invention to supply the want of infant 
baptism ; not so much lest it should be 
turned against us in argument, as lest it 
should be so misunderstood by our bre- 
thren as to seem to them to countenance 
that delusive practice by which they 
imagine that they seal to their children 
new covenant blessings. The Public 
Dedication of children, which a very 
few baptists have practised—a thing ob- 
viously distinct from the course described 
in the foregoing paragraphs,—has given 


occasion to misapprehensions of this na- 


ture, in various quarters ; and this is one 
reason why, if it is now practised at all, 
of which we are not sure, it should be 
relinquished. If any adhere to it, it is 
desirable that they should remember 
that a dignitary of the church of England 
has recently founded upon it an argu- 
ment in favour of infant baptism, as im- 
plying “a conviction that there is nothing 
in the nature of the case which should 
withhold even an infant from the church 
of Christ.” It is of unspeakable import- 
ance that it should be understood that, 
in our judgment, none can rightly enter 
the church of Chris. but regenerate per- 
sons ; and that these are “born, not of 
blood, uor of the will of the flesh, nor of 
the will of man, but of God.” Ep. 


LETTER FROM THE REV. ANDREW FULLER TO THE 
REV. B. FRANCIS. 


To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


My pear BrotHER,—The accompanying letter from my father to the late Rev. Benjamin 
Francis of Horsely was put into my hands by his son, Mr. Samuel Francis, with leave to pub- 


lish it, 


In availing myself of this permission of my esteemed friend, I feel-satisfied that I am 


contributing to the gratification and profit of your numerous readers. 


I am, my dear brother, yours very truly, 


29, Saville Place, Mile End Road, 


Kettering, July 13, 1788. 

Dear Sir,—When I was at your house 
you kindly requested a letter on my re- 
turn. Excuse my not attending to your 
request before. I am slow at writing, 
not knowing how in general to write 
any thing to purpose. I shall always 
remember my visit to Horsley with plea- 
sure. I wish, in some future time, not 
far hence, you might be able to say the 
same of Kettering. 

Since I saw you we have had two 
public meetings; one of which is our 
annual association. I think our churches 
have never been in so thriving a state, 
upon the whole, for several years. I 
have just received one of your Circular 
Letters; am glad to see things go on so 
well with you. Blessed be God for any 
appearances of Christ’s kingdom being 
‘enlarged. My dear brother Ryland, 
jun., preached us a sermon at our asso- 
ciation, from John ili. 30, “ He must in- 
crease.’ The very mention of the words 
did my heart good. I hope I could 
rejoice if I were to sink into obscurity, 
like the Baptist, if by that means Christ’s 
cause might but be enlarged. When I 
think what vast numbers are hastening 
the downward road ; how few walk the 
narrow way ; and, comparatively speak- 
ing, what little success attends our 
preaching, and what little ground Christ 
gets in the world, my heart fails and is 
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discouraged. But it did my heart good 
last night to read Isaiah xlii. 4, “He 
shall not fail nor be discouraged till he 
have set judgment in the earth!” I 
could not but reflect that Christ had in- 
finitely more to discourage him than J 
can have to discourage me; and yet he 
persevered! But, methought, judgment 
is not yet set in the earth, except ina 
small degree. And what then! May I 
not take courage for that the promise 
has not yet spent its force? Christ has 
much more yet to do in the world ; and, 
numerous as his enemies yet are, and few 
his friends, his heart does not fail him ; 
nor shall it, till he has spread salvation 
throughout the earth, and leayened the 
whole lump ! 

Oh that my own soul was more lea- 
vened! My greatest difficulties arise 
from within. I am not what a servant 
of Christ should be. I want an unction 
from the Holy One. I have lately 
preached an ordination sermon or two, 
(that at Thorn, which is printed, for one) 
in which I have endeavoured to come as 
home to the heart and conscience of my 
brethren as I knew how. But, oh, what 
shame covers my face when I turn my 
attention inward! J am the man who 
am too, too guilty of many of those 
things which I have cautioned them to 
avoid. I remember, in August last, 
when I came out of the pulpit at Carl- 
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ton, in Bedfordshire, after preaching an 
ordination sermon to my brother West, 
from Ezra vii. 10, Mr. Pilley of Luton, a 
dear and faithful servant of Christ, in a 
tone of familiarity, thus accosted me :— 
* Are not you ashamed of yourself? I 
am;” said he. ‘“ Yes,” said 1; ‘‘and 
soam I.” I find a perpetual proneness 
to read and study rather as a minister 
than as a Christian ; more to find out 
something to say to the people than to 
edify my own soul. 

How great a matter is Christian perse- 
yerance, to hold out to the end, and be 
saved! I have sometimes wondered at 
the grace in that astonishing gradation, 
Jude 24. What “Him” must that be 
that is able to keep me from falling—and 
to present me—to present me fuultless 
—faultless before the presence of his 
glory—and that with joy—yea, with ev- 
ceeding joy! Excuse thus much about 
myself. Have you read my reply to 
Button and Taylor? If you have, let 
me have your free thoughts upon it. It 
is a matter beyond all doubt with me 
that Button’s scheme is very antiscriptu- 
ral; and I am more and more convinced 
that Taylor's is the same. When I think 
of the tendency of his principles, and 
those of his party, I can scarcely forbear 
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exclaiming, “Oh, my soul! come thou 
not into their secret!” They go from 
one thing to another, like a rolling stone 
upon a house roof. Whither is poor 
Mh of Birmingham going? At first 
he seemed as if he would be contented 
with Baxterianism, owning an election 
to eyerlasting life; and when I asked 
him, “ Brother T , how came you to 
be a believer?” he answered, seemingly 
without reserve, ‘‘I am sure if I ain 
saved it must be by invincible grace.” 
But now I find by his own hand-writing 
he believes in no election, unless it be a 
conditional one. And so it seems, it is 
we ourselves, after all, that turn the scale 
in matters of salvation! I have not yet 
seen your Socinian champion. My kind 
and Christian love to Mrs. Francis. It 
is with pleasure I recollect her free and 
Christian behaviour. My kind love also 
to any of your friends who may remem- 
ber me. Accept the same to yourself. 
I hope this will find you better of your 
complaints. If you see the gentleman 
with whom we dined at Yewlee, I think, 
(I forget his name) make my respects to 
him. 


i am, dear Sir, 
Your affectionate brother, 
A. Funier. 


MINISTERIAL ADAPTATION. 


In an historical discourse recently published by Dr. Williams of New York, the causes of pros- 
perity among the American baptists during the past fifty years are enumerated. Among these 


- he mentions “the character of their earlier ministry ;” 


and his thoughts on this matter appear 


to us so just and weighty, and at the same time so admirably expressed, that we extract the 
entire paragraph. The merits of the whole discourse are, as may be judged from the following 
fragment, of the highest order, presenting a most happy union of what is solid in sentiment 
with what is chaste in style-—Montreal Register. 


“ Yet another influence working ex- 
ternally for our advantage, without our 
own endeavours or counsels, was the 
adaptation of our earlier ministry to the 


circumstances of a new and rising coun- 
try. When the population was as yet 
sparse, where education was necessarily 
neglected, and the earlier settlers were 
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too few, too poor, and too busy, to sup- 
port the Christian pastor, our ministers 
were many of them artizans and hus- 
bandmen, self-sustained evangelists, who 
itinerated at their own charge, and re- 
ceived no compensation from the hardy 
yeoman but the frugal meal and the 
shelter of his low and rude roof. The 
very want of education commended 
them often the more readily to the sym- 
pathies of men who were themselves 
scantily and rudely taught. Had we 
relied in that day exclusively on an edu- 
cated ministry, and pushed our missions 
no further than they could be sustained 
by pastors trained in colleges and living 
upon salaries, we could never have gone 
where our first missionaries early pene- 
trated, nor would our ministry have been 
sufficiently hardy to endure the priva- 
tions and sufferings those holy pioneers 
of our churches encountered. We would 
not undervalue education; but if the 
day should ever come in the history of 
our churches when a regular scholastic 
training shall be required as indispens- 
able in all our ministry, it needs not a 
prophet or the son of a prophet to pre- 
dict, that the day of our prosperity will 
be far spent, and already have begun to 
decline towards its close. Such rules as 
to ministerial qualification would have 
robbed the church of Bunyan, whose 
genius yet throws into the shade the 
lettered mediocrity of half the mitred 
dignitaries of his age. Such a rule 
would have robbed us of a Fuller, at 
whose feet so many educated theolo- 
gians of Britain and America have de- 
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lighted to sit; the Shamgar of our 
churches, who with his ox goad did 
more execution in the cause of truth 
than most of the scholars who move 
into the field harnessed with all the ar- 
mour of the schools. Such a rule, too, 
would have thrown us out of our con- . 
formity with the churches of the second 
and third centuries, who had tanners 
and charcoal burners among their bish- 
ops ; and it would leave us no longer 
in the line of direct succession to the 
apostles, whom their Master thrust into 
the field with hands yet wet from the 
fisherman’s net, or as they had recently 
come from the tax-gatherer’s booth. 
And if there be any disposed to sneer at 
the handicraft pastors of the church, we 
are content to refer them to a certain 
tent-maker, once of some influence in 
the Christian church, who was found 
working in the house of Aquila and 
Priscilla, because they were of the same 
occupation. We rejoice in the talents 
and graces of our young brethren who 
come forth thoroughly trained from our 
theological seminaries; but we could 
vindicate the sacrifices and the useful- 
ness of their not less holy, not less de- 
voted, and not less useful forefathers in 
the ministerial office. And we trust 
that the day will never come when these 
the alumni of our seminaries shall learn 
to think or to talk slightingly of the la- 
bours of those strong-handed, large- 
hearted men, their predecessors in the 
ministry ; or feel that they can even now 
supplant such men in the affections of 
the churches, or dispense with their aid. 
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THE GUIDING STAR. 


«“ Jo! the star which they saw in the east went before them, till it came and stood over 
where the young child was.”—Marr. wu. 9. 


Wuen, from the heayen of heavens, 
His dwelling-place of old, 
Immanuel came to this low world, 
Redemption to unfold,— 
To no imperial palace, 
’*Mid pomp and high parade 
Of lordly potentates or kings 
Was his kind visit made. 


His birth-place was no mansion 
Reared on a flowery lawn, 

Where, ranged in all their loveliness, 
Deep groves the scene adom: 

Nor e’en a quiet villa, 
In some secluded nook 

Where, from a rill and shaken leaves, 
Nature’s sweet music broke. 


Nought that of earth was beauteous, 
Nought that was grand or fair, 
Did he select to mark the place 
In which he would appear. 
Nature herself no token 
Showed of his wondrous birth ; 
Though, when the world was framed, the spheres 
Gave songs of joy and mirth. 


Yet, though men were not conscious, 
From aught they saw around, 
That God indeed had come to dwell 
With them on earthly ground, 
Heralding angels chanted 
Their gratulations loud, 
Joying to tell that guilty man 
Might then have peace with God, 


There was a bright star kindled 
Upon the arching sky; 
It was a welcomed guiding light 
To many a watching eye: 
There were who by its shining 
Were led to Bethlehem ; 
To see and know the heavenly Babe: 
Who saw and worshipped him. 


° 

We catch no angel-voices 
Wafted on breeze of morn, 

Proclaiming that for us there is 
A mighty Saviour born ; 

But we may see the brightness 
Of a directing Star, 

That gleameth in our firmament, 
And pours its radiance far. 
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This Star can ne’er be hidden, 
Though clouds may brood around: 
It shines on us to guide us where 
The Saviour may be found. 
Wanderer through earth, if longing 
To reach eternal good, 
Follow this Star ; thou know’st it well ; 
It is the Word of God. 


New North Street. 


Battersea. 


THE PRODIGAL. 
LvKE xy. 11—32. 


Poor child of want! how hard thy lot !— 
A wanderer lone, by all forgot 

When hunger forced thy lips to crave 
The worthless husk, but no man gave. 


Ab ! in that hour thy memory turned 

To scenes which once were proudly spurned, 
When youth’s unhallowed thirst to slake, 
Thou didst a father’s home forsake. 


Hadst thou but still contented stayed 
Thy step beneath its peaceful shade, 
How calmly life had passed thee by ; 

Its hopes, how pure ! its joys, how high! 


Not then hadst thou,—compelled to ask 
A herdsman’s ignominious task, 

In a far land,—of substance spoiled, 
From day to day in misery toiled. 


Yet right was thy resolve, and wise, 
From those degraded scenes to rise ; 
The long forsaken path retrace, 

And seek once more thy father’s face. 


His love the same, with joy untold 

He watched thee leave the stranger’s fold ; 
Ran forth to bid thee hail, and smiled 
Forgiveness on his erring child, 


“ Bring the best robe’ for him to wear ; 
With speed the festal bower prepare ; 
Around his brow the chaplet twine : 
Once lost, but now for ever mine !” 


Thus, oh, indulgent Father! thus 
Speak thou in accents kind to us ; 
And bid thy wandering children haste 
The gospel’s glorious feast to taste. 


Type of a banquet yet more sweet, 

When saints shall with their Saviour meet, 
Where sins nor sorrows shall arise 

To darken heayen’s unclouded skies. 


Win ie i Ce 
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I’tu think of thee, 
Soon as the nightly shadows flee ; 
Soon as fair morning’s gentle hand 
Waves cheerful light across the land ; 
I'll think the beams that meet my eyes 
Were sent by thee to bid me rise, 
And haste to worship thee. 


I'll think of thee, 
Oft as still eve draws near to me ; 
Oft as I watch, beyond its shade, 
The thousand stars thy fingers made ; 
I'll think that brighter, lovelier far, 
Thy beams of truth and mercy are, 
Than all the stars I see. 


I'll think of thee, 
When life appears a troubled sea ; 
When, on its raging billows tost, 
I feel all other hopes are lost ; 
I’ll think thy presence still is nigh, 
And thou still watching with thine eye ; 
And none can watch like thee ! 


Vl think of thee, 
When any child of thine I see, 
With love and pity in his breast, 
Longing to see his neighbour blest ; 
I’ll think thy mercy shines above 
The warmest, purest, earthly love, 
For none can love like thee. 


Tl think of thee, 
When death’s thick shadows fall near me ; 
When all around sinks deep in gloom, 
And near me lies the dreaded tomb ; 
I'll think it safe beneath thy care 
To leave my body slumbering there, 
And rise to worship thee. 


I'll think of thee, 
Through coming, blest eternity, 
When, with thy chosen, joyful band, 
Beside thy throne, in peace I stand ; 
[I'll think those everlasting days 
Too short, too swift to sing thy praise, 
Too few to honour thee. 


THE FRIEND. 


FROM THE GERMAN. 


Wuew, in cloudy, troubled hours, 
Our hearts grow sad and faint ; 
When sickness all our strength o’erpowers, 
And inward sorrow preys ; 
We turn to our Beloved then, 
And think what griefs he knew ; 
What clouds of sorrow hid from men 
Rose darkly on his view. 
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Oh, then our God inclines his ear, 
His love comes passing by ; 

We seem no longer suffering here, 
His angel stands so nigh ; 

He brings the soul-enlivening cup, 
And whispers joy and peace ; 

Then bears our cries for mercy up, 
And leaves his “ loved ones” peace. 


LINES ON 2 COR. xu. 8, 9. 
BY THE REV. J, PILKINGTON. 


Poor tempted believer! distrest 

By Satan’s sharp thorn in the flesh ; 
Oh! where can thy spirit find rest ? 

Or, what can thy spirit refresh? 
Like Paul, to the Saviour apply ; 

His love is both gracious and free : 
He says, “ No believer shall die ; 

My grace is sufficient for thee !” 


Sufficient for all thy desires ; 
Sufficient thy burdens to bear ; 
Sufficient when nature expires ; 
Sufficient! Oh, why then despair? 
To purify, pardon, and bless, 
Christ suffered and died on the tree ; 
We now to his throne have access :— 
His grace is sufficient for me. 


Rayleigh. 


ON FINISHING THE PERUSAL OF DR. SMITH’S GEOLOGICAL 
LECTURES. 


BY MR. RYLAND STAPLETON. 


Hencerorts dismiss then, Christian, all thy fears 
Of that dread day, foretold by holy seers, 

When one last uproar, under heaven’s control, 

Shall shatter God’s green earth from pole to pole. 
True, greater far the terrors of that scene 

Than all creation’s travails erst have been : 

Yet thence a boundless Eden, passing fair, 

Beyond conception, and beyond compare, 
Spreading o’er all the earth, shall peaceful rise, _ 
With genial clime, “neath changeless, glowing skies : 
The woods no more the bird of prey shall see ; 

But all the air breathe love and melody: 

Fierce beasts for blood no more shall roam the plain ; 
But gentleness through field and forest reign. 
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Man, too, shall own his Saviour and his God ; 

Nor, sinning, wake the vengeance of his rod ; 

The bland expanse around hail Jesu’s sway ; 

And softening hearts within love’s homage pay ; 

Evil no more shall innocence allure ; 

But good subdue the world, and flourish, and endure. 


A JUBILEE HYMN. 


*Tis meet the gladdening song should wake, 
The grateful tear should flow : 

When fifty years of mercies speak, 
What heart can fail to glow? 


Hail we the jubilee of ei) 
The jubilee of love ! 

And thanks to God for large increase 
Of mercies from above ! 


The little cloud has widely spread ; 
The feeble ray waxed bright: 

Darkness and barrenness have fled, 
And harvest fields are white. 


Now be the church’s ardent prayers 
With this her praise combined ; 

Come, purer zeal ; come, holier cares ; 
Come, tempers more refined. 


For, soon—who knows how soon?—may he 
Who gives the morning shower,— 

As heayen shall know, and earth must see,— 
Come forth in all his power. 


Then shall his glorious church be filled; 
Her exiles all called home ; 

And earth’s last jubilee be pealed !— 
Oh, come, Lord Jesus !—come ! 


Frome. ‘ Hee: 


ARISE, BLOW THE TRUMPET! 


BY THE REV. W. M‘GOWAN. 


Arise! blow the trumpet, the jubilee hailing; 
O, Zion! proclaim what Jehovah hath wrought ! 
Let gratitude, over each rival prevailing, 
Give fire to each word, and give life to each thought ! 
Exalt thy Redeemer ; break forth into singing ; 
Like dew drops in number thy converts appear ; 
The isles of the west with salvation are ringing ; 
The negro re-echoes our jubilee year! 
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Arise ! blow the trumpet, for slavery banished ; 
The negro is ransomed in body and mind ; 
For fetters, and scourges, and tortures are vanished, 
And of their existence no wreck left behind. 
See Africa, taking her harp from the willows, 
Her children to welcome once more to her strand ; 
Who weep tears of joy, as they fly o’er the billows, 
To plant the “ true vine” in their own fatherland. 


Arise, blow the trumpet !—the East and her sages 

The Shaster reject, and the Bible receive ; 
The darkness is past that deceived them for ages, 

The true light now shines, and on Christ they believe. 
O India, rejoice !—for thy suttee has fallen, 

And Juggernaut, bending, shall soon kiss the ground ; 
These horrid delusions,—so cruel, appalling,— 

The gospel of Christ shall for ever confound. 


Arise, blow the trumpet !--God’s promise, unshaken, 
Assures us all nations his glory shall see ; 

Oh, Zion! thy tribes and thy watchmen awaken, 
And soon we shall welcome the grand jubilee. 

And see while we sing how the heavens are bowing, 
And Jesus descends, o’er the nations to reign ; 

While gentiles and Jews to his temple are flowing, 
With joy to appear in his glorious train ! 

Rowley. 


“ MEET TO PART NO MORE.” 


WauaereE may that meeting be? 
Not here, where at death’s touch, affection’s tic 
And friendship’s firmest bonds in sunder fly ; 
Where grief succeeds to glee. 


Nor in that long, long home 
Where meet the earth’s forgotten dead : for there 
They only wait until the voice they hear 

Which bids them quit the tomb. 


Nor at the judgment-seat, 

When the Eternal comes in glory down, 

To give his smile to some, to some his frown ; 
And all around him meet. 


For there they part once more: 
And as the righteous and the wicked go 
Each to their separate home of bliss or woe, 
They part to meet no more. 


How dread! yet must I tell 
Where sinners then are doomed to meet again < 
Oh, ’tis, in anguish, in ee domain ;— 
Their meeting is in hell! - 


But to the saints ’tis given 
To gather in a glorious, happy throng 
About Immanuel’s throne with harp and song : 
Their meeting is in heaven. W.L. RC. 
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HEAVEN. 


BY MR. ALEXANDER THOMSON, 


Wr cannot tell where heaven lies ; 

It is, we know, beyond the skies, 
Far, far away ; 

Beyond the ken of mortal sight, 

Eyen far beyond our source of light ; 
*Tis an immortal day. 


It is the place where He doth dwell 
Who dwelt on earth, to save from hell 
Our ruined race, 
And raise us to those heights of bliss 
Enjoyed above, where Jesus is : 
Oh, wondrous grace ! 


Then, oh, ye saints! bid earth adieu, 
And seek this place, prepared for you 
Before the birth of time; 
And purchased dear, while here below, 
The Saviour lived a life of woe, 
Then died for others’ crime. 


But for his life we never could 

Before God’s judgment-seat have stood, 
And claimed eternal life. 

But for his death we must have known 

The weight of all our crimes alone, 
Through an eternal night. 


Blest be the Lord who loved us thus, 
And gave his Son to die for us: 

Oh, matchless love ! 
We'll sing the wonders of thy grace 
Before we reach our happy place, 

In heaven above. 


Blest be the Son! whose praise be sung 

Through heaven and earth by every tongue ; 
Such was his love, 

He flesh became for us! himself was given 

To quench the flames of hell and purchase heayen, 
With all the joys above. 


Come, Holy Spirit! come! we seek thy aid, 
Since Jesus has our ransom paid, 
And claims us as his own ; 
Our souls renew ! enrich them with thy grace ! 
And, oh! prepare us for that blissful place, 
Around Jehovah’s throne. 


Edinburgh, 


647 


REVIEWS. 


A Bill for the Improvement of Health in 
Towns, by removing the Interment of the 
Dead from their Precincts. (Prepared 
and brought in by Mr. Mackinnon, Mr. 
Cowper, and Mr. Beckett.) Ordered by 
the House of Commons to be printed, 5 
August, 1842. Pp. 13. 


Report from the Select Committee on Improve- 
ment of the Health of Towns, together 
with the Minutes of Evidence, Appendia, 
and Index. Effect of Interment of Bodies 
in Towns. Ordered by the House of Com- 
mons to be Printed, 14 June, 1842. Pp. 
258. 


As the subject referred to in these 
documents will be brought before the 
legislature very speedily, and as the 
bearings of the proposed measure upon 
the welfare of the community at large, 
and especially upon the interests of dis- 
senters, are very important, it seems to 
be incumbent to lay before our readers 
materials for forming a judgment of its 
nature and tendency. 

The sanction of the House of Com- 
mons has been given to the introduction 
of a bill which commences thus: 


“ Whereas the practice of interment under 
churches, chapels, and other places of religious 
worship, and within the precincts of large towns 
in England, is injurious to health, and fre- 
quently offensive to public decency, and it is 
expedient that the same should be prevented ; 

“ May it therefore please Your Majesty, 
That it may be enacted, and be it enacted, by 
the Queen’s most excellent Majesty, by and 
with the advice and consent of the lords spiri- 
tual and temporal, and commons, in this present 
parliament assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, that from and after the first day Oc- 
tober, one thousand eight hundred and forty- 
——, no burial or interment of any dead body 
shall take place in England, in or under any 
church, chapel, or other place of religious wor- 
ship, nor in or under any house or building in- 
habited by any person whosoever; and the exe- 
cutor or administrator to the estate and effects 
of every such deceased person, and every person 
who shall aid or assist in the burial of the same, 
contrary to this provision, shall forfeit the sum 
of five pounds : provided always, that nothing 
herein contained shall, with the consent of one 


of Her Majesty’s principal seeretaries of state, 
prevent the interment of the dead body of any 
eminent public person in any vault or grave 
under Westminster Abbey or Saint Paul’s 
Cathedral. 

“ And be it enacted, that from and after the 
thirty-first day of December, one thousand 
eight hundred and forty-——, no burial or in- 
terment of any dead body (except as herein 
specially provided to the contrary) shall take 
place in or within the distance of two miles 
from the precincts or boundaries of the cities of 
London or Westminster, or the borough of 
Southwark, or within one mile of any other city, 
town, or borough in England, which shall con- 
tain more than houses, the occupiers 
whereof shall be rated to the relief of the poor 
to the amount of ten pounds or upwards, or 
within the distance of one mile from the bound~ 
ary of any place which shall contain within an 
area or square space of fifty acres more than 
five hundred houses, the occupiers whereof shall 
be so rated to the amount of ten pounds or up- 
wards; and the executor or administrator to the 
estate and effects of every such dead body, and 
every person who shall aid or assist in the burial 
of the same, contrary to this provision, shall 
forfeit the sum of five pounds: provided always, 
that nothing herein contained shall extend to 
restrain the burial of any dead body in any ce- 
metery established under the authority of any 
act passed specially for that purpose, within ten 
years prior to the passing of this act, although 
the same may be within the aforesaid limit, 


We have thought it requisite to give 
this extract that the reader may perceive 
at once the peremptoriness and univer- 
sality of the project. Without such 
evidence it would scarcely be believed 
that it is seriously proposed thatafter a 
given day it shall be unlawful to inter a 
deceased relative within a mile of any 
large town, or within two miles of the 
metropolis, or under a place of worship 
in any city, town, or village, in England. 
Such, however, with slight exceptions to 
which we shall subsequently advert, is 
the design entertained by Mr. Mackin- 
non and his coadjutors, the authors of 
this bill, which has passed through one 
stage, and is said to be a favourite with 
the House! Should it pass, a very large 
proportion of the receptacles of the dead 
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must be at once and for ever closed. 
Bereayed mourners must surrender the 
hope, so natural that it has been che- 
rished among affectionate kindred in all 
ages, of eventually reposing in the same 
resting-place as those who have been 
the objects of affection in life. The 
aged widow will be deprived of the 
little nook which her deceased husband 
vainly supposed that he had secured for 
her, that after travelling together half a 
century, in their death they might not 
be divided ; and will be thrown for se- 
pulture on the mercy of strangers. The 
family vault, which had been purchased 
at a great expense, and partly tenanted, 
will be alienated from the proprietor, 
his children and himself being equally 
excluded. Companies and associations 
who have expended their capital in the 
formation of cemeteries more eligible 
than those which had previously existed, 
will be despoiled of their property by 
one sweeping aud unexpected enact- 
ment. These are part, and only part, of 
the consequences that will immediately 
ensue. 

The proposal to promote our interests 
at such a cost should surely be well con- 
sidered before it is assented to ; and, at 
all events, if it be requisite to submit to 
so painful a revolution, care should be 
taken that it be effected in the most 
equitable and tender manner, and not 
rendered subservient to class interests 
or clerical domination. The bill, how- 
eyer, after providing for the manner in 
which the boundaries of towns shall be 
defined, the circumstances under which 
existing burial grounds may be planted, 
and the time after death at which inter- 
ment may be enforced, proceeds to 
enact the appointment of Committees of 
Health, by whom new burying-places 
for the population may be provided and 
regulated. 


“ And be it enacted, that the rector, vicar, or 
incumbent, and the churchwardens of every 
parish, township, or place in every such city, 
town, borough, or place respectively, shall form 
a parochial committee of health for every such 
parish, township, or place ; or it shall be lawful 
for the rectors, vicars, or incumbents and church- 
wardens of any two or more parishes, townships, 
or places therein, to form such parishes, town- 
ships, or places, into a union for the purposes of 
this act; and in such cases the rectors, vicars, 
or incumbents, and churchwardens of each pa- 
rish, township, or place so united, shall form a 
parochial committee of health for such union; 
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and all the powers hereinafter given to any 
such committee may be executed by the ma- 
jority of the members of any such committee at 
any meeting.” § 6. 

Rectors ! Vicars ! Incumbents ! 
Churchwardens! These are the guard- 
ian angels to whom this bill commits us, 
living and dead. For one parish its own 
Rector, Vicar, or Incumbent, and 
Churchwarden may suffice ; a union of 
parishes requires a combination of Rec- 
tors, Vicars, Incumbents, and Church- 
wardens. These are the men whom the 
projector delights to honour, and in 
whom he places implicit trust. These 
are to have power to purchase land for 
cemeteries; to these the land when pur- 
chased is to be conveyed; by these a 
rate is to be levied to defray the ex- 
pense ; and in these is vested unlimited 
authority over the whole. 

“ And be it enacted, that it shall be lawful 
for the committee to make and maintain a ce- 
metery or burial-ground on any such land so 
purchased, and to lay out and plant the same in 
such manner as they shall think proper.” § 13. 


The fundamental principle of the biil 
then is this,—To shut up all existing 
burying grounds in cities and large 
towns, whether parochial or dissenting, 
whether pertaining to the public at large 
or to private owners, and to give to Rec- 
tors, Vicars, Incumbents, and Church- 
wardens, the power of purchasing others 
with funds to which all shall contribute, 
but of which the Rectors, Vicars, In- 
cumbents, and Churchwardens are to he 
the sole managers. 

“ And be it enacted, that it shall be lawful 
for the bishop of the diocese for the time being 
to consecrate any part of the cemetery; and 
the part so consecrated shall be used only for 
the burial of the dead according to the rites of 
the established church. 

“ Provided always, and be it enacted, that it 
shall not be lawful for the said bishop to conse- 
crate any land, unless a good title to the same 
shall be shown to his satisfaction. 

“ And be it enacted, that in order to prevent 
any doubt or difficulty hereafter as to bounda- 
ries, such distinctive mark or separation shall 
be made between the consecrated and unconse- 
crated portions of the cemetery as may be 
required by the said bishop. 

“ And be it enacted, that the aforesaid paro- 
chial committee of health shall construct, within 
such part of the cemetery as shall be consecrated, 
a chapel for the reception of the dead immedi- 
ately previous to interment, and for performing 
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therein the burial service according to the rites 
of the established church. 

“ And be it enacted, that the committee shall 
set apart a portion of the cemetery as a place of 
burial for the remains of persons not being 
members of the established church, in propor- 
tion to the extent of the population of each 
class of persons, not members of the church of 
England. 

* And be it enacted, that the committee shall 
construct, within the unconsecrated part of the 
cemetery, such chapels as they may think ne- 
cessary for the reception of the dead immedi- 
ately previous to the interment, and for per- 
forming therein the burial service according to 
the rites of any church or congregation other 
than the established church, by any minister of 
such other church or congregation duly author- 
ized by law to officiate in such church or con- 
gregation, or recognized as such by the religious 
community or society to which he may belong. 

“ And be it enacted, that part of the conse- 
crated ground and part of the unconsecrated 
ground of the cemetery shall be set apart for 
the burial of the poor; and it shall be lawful 
for the committee of health to make such ar- 
rangements for the conveyance to the cemetery, 
and for the burial of the remains of any such 
poor, and to defray any expense incidental 
thereto, out of the money to be reeeived by 
virtue of this act, as such committee may think 
proper. 

“ And be it enacted, that the committee shall 
fix and settle a table of fees to be paid on inter- 
ments, and also the purchase-money to be paid 
for the exclusive right of burial, either in per- 
petuity or for a limited period, in any part of 
any cemetery ; and also the right of construct- 
ing any vault or place of burial, with the exclu- 
sive right of burial therein, in perpetuity or for 
a limited period ; and also the right of erecting 
and placing any monument or gravestone in the 
cemetery; which table shall be printed and 
published, and shall be affixed, and at all times 
continued, on some conspicuous part of the ce- 
metery. 

«“ And be it enacted, that the committee, un- 
der such restrictions and conditions as they 
shall think proper, may sell the exclusive right 
of burial, either in perpetuity or for a limited 
period, in any part of the cemetery; and also 
the right of constructing any vault or place of 
burial, with the exclusive right of burial therein, 
in perpetuity or for a limited period; and also 
the right of erecting and placing any monument 
or gravestone in the cemetery.” § 15—23. 


It was necessary to quote all this, be- 
cause we live in the nineteenth century, 
and it is generally supposed that en- 
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lightenment and liberality have made 
great progress ; so that if the very words 
of the act were not adduced, its pro- 
posals might be thought incredible. Let 
us look into these provisions. What part 
shall it be lawful for the Bishop of the 
diocese to consecrate, to be used exclu- 
sively for burial according to the rites 


of the Established Church? “Any part 
of the Cemetery.” What then must be 
done with the Dissenters? Dissenters 


sometimes die, like other men, and if 
they are not to be treated as equals to 
other men while living, it must be ad- 
mitted that they possess after death, in 
the same degree as other men, the less 
fragrant qualities of human nature. This 
one attribute of humanity confessedly 
remains to them, that when dead, the 
Health of Towns requires that they 
should be buried. Provision therefore 
must be made for their interment ; yet 
of course they must not be indulged 
with a resting place in the consecrated 
soil. Who then are to select a portion 
of the new ground for the use of the 
Dissenters? The Rector, Vicar or In- 
cumbent, and Churchwardens. Who 
are to determine the quantity of ground 
to be so appropriated, in proportion to 
the number of Dissenters in the parish? 
The Rector, Vicar or Incumbent, and 
Churchwardens. Who are to be en- 
trusted with the erection of such build- 
ings “fas they may think necessary” to 
be used at Dissenting funerals? The 
Rector, Vicar or Incumbent, and Church- 
wardens. Who are to “fix and settle” 
the Fees to be paid for interments ? 
The Rector, Vicar or Incumbent, and 
Churchwardens. Who are to receive 
the Fees? We shall see. 


“ And be it enacted, that the rector, vicar, 
or incumbent of any parish, township, or place, 
in respect of which any cemetery shall be 
formed under the provisions of this act, may, 
on the formation of such cemetery, if he thinks 
proper, undertake to perform the burial service 
on the burial of the remains of any person who 
shall die in the parish, township, or place in 
which he shall be rector, vicar, or incumbent, as 
aforesaid, and whose remains shall be buried in 
the consecrated part of such cemetery, and 
every such rector, vicar, or incumbent, shall 
thereupon be entitled to receive the same fees 
on the burial of such remains as he would have 
been entitled to receive if such remains had 
been buried in the burial-ground existing in 
such parish, township, or place, on the passing 
of this act. 
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« And be it enacted, that every person who 
shall officiate or perform the office of clerk or of 
sexton of any parish, township, or place, at the 
time of the passing of this act, and in respect of 
which any cemetery shall be formed under the 
provisions of this act, may, on the formation of 
such cemetery, if they think proper, undertake 
to perform their respective duties of clerk and 
of sexton on the burial of the remains of any 
person who shall die in the parish, township, or 
place, in which such persons shall be respectively 
clerk or sexton as aforesaid, and whose remains 
shall be buried in the consecrated part of such 
cemetery; and every such clerk and sexton 
shall respectively be entitled to receive the 
same fees on the burial of such remains for the 
performance of their respective duty as they 
would have been entitled to receive for per- 
forming such duty in the existing burial-ground 
of such parish, township, or place.” § 27, 28, 


But what if any Rector, Vicar, Clerk, 
or Sexton should be unwilling to under- 
take the labour? Then, let him be 
compensated. If he will do the work 
let him have the fees: if he will not do 
the work, let him be compensated for 
the loss of the fees. No compensation 
is indeed awarded to any person con- 
nected with a Dissenting Cemetery, 
whether he be minister, sexton, or pro- 
prietor; the ground is closed; the 
vaults are sealed: there the business 
ends. But to the clergyman of the Ks- 
tablished Church, and to the Clerk and 
Sexton of the privileged order, compen- 
sation is to be given for the loss of Fees 
which they might have received for the 
duties they now decline to perform; in 
the former case at the discretion of the 
head of the local clergy, the Bishop of 
the Diocese, in the latter case at the dis- 
cretion of the Rector, Vicar or Incum- 
bent, and Churchwardens. 

«“ And be it enacted, that if, on the formation 
of any cemetery as aforesaid, any rector, vicar, 
or incumbent, shall decline undertaking to per- 
form in such cemetery the burial service on the 
burial of the remains of persons who shall die in 
the parish, township, or place, in which he 
shall be rector, vicar, or incumbent, the parochial 
committee of health or union of committees 
from time to time, with the consent of the 
bishop of the diocese, shall appoint a clergyman 
of the established church to officiate in such 
cases as chaplain in the consecrated part of the 
cemetery, and such chaplain shall be licensed 
by, and be subject to, the jurisdiction of the 
said bishop, and the said bishop shall have 
power to revoke any such license, and to remoye 
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such chaplain for any cause which shall appear 
to the said bishop to be reasonable; and the 
rector, vicar, or incumbent for the time being of 
every such parish, township, or place, shall 
thereupon be entitled to receive, as compensa~ 
tion for the loss to him of fees, in consequence 
of the formation of such cemetery, on any burial 
that shall take place in the consecrated part 
thereof, such amount of such fees as shall be 
fixed and determined by the bishop of the dio- 
cese in which such cemetery shall be situated. 
“ And be it enacted, that if on the formation 
of any cemetery as aforesaid, any clerk or sex- 
ton shall decline undertaking to perform in 
such cemetery their respective duties of clerk 
and sexton on the burial of the remains of any 
person who shall die in-the parish, township, or 
place in respect of which such person shall be 
respectively clerk or sexton, and whose remains 
shall be buried in the consecrated part of such 
cemetery, the committee from time to time 
shall appoint respectively a clerk and sexton to 
perform such respective duty; and it shall be 
lawful for such committee, if they shall think 
proper, to allow to any clerk who shall decline 
undertaking to perform the duty of clerk in 
such cemetery such amount of compensation in 
respect of any burial that shall take place in 
the consecrated part of the said cemetery as the 
said committee shall think proper.” § 29, 30. 


It is not necessary to trouble our 
readers with the subsequent enactments 
“ for defraying the expenses of carryin 
the provisions of this act into execution.” 
Due power is given to this new Ecclesi- 
astical Court to assess all houses, build- 
ings, lands, tenements, and heredita- 
ments within the parish, township, place, 
or union in respect to which such ceme- 
tery shall be formed ; to levy all penalties 
and forfeitures by distress and sale of 
the goods and chattels of the offender ; 
and, if this be insufficient, to cause the 
offender to be “ committed to the com- 
mon gaol or house of correction of the 
county, riding, or place where the of- 
fender shall be or reside, there to remain 
without bail or mainprize for any term 
not exceeding Three Calendar Months, 
unless such penalties and forfeitures, 
and all reasonable charges attending the 
same, shall be sooner paid and satisfied.” 
Enough has been adduced to show that 
the Bill, if passed, will deprive Dissent- 
ers of a large amount of property, de- 
voted by them and their fathers to the 
preparation of vaults, graves, and burial 
grounds ; to give the Established Clergy 
an entire control over new burying- 
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places to be provided at the general ex- 
pense ; and by assigning to them the 
Fees derived from the consecrated por- 
tion, to give those who have the manage- 
ment of the whole a direct interest in 
making the portion accessible to Dis- 
senters as inferior and unattractive as 
possible. It is evident that the title of 
the Act ought to have been, A Bill for 
depressing the Dissenters, and augment- 
ing the power and revenues of the E'sta- 
blished Clergy. 


But some of our readers will ask, In 
what has all this originated? It may be 
necessary to inform them therefore that 
on the eighth of March last, a Select 
Committee of the House of Commons 
was appointed, on the motion of Mr. 
Mackinnon, one of the members for 
Lymington, “to consider the Expedi- 
ency of framing some Legislative Enact- 
ments (due respect being paid to the 
rights of the Clergy) to remedy the Evils 
arising from the Interment of Bodies 
within the precincts of large towns, or 
of places densely populated.” On the 
14th of June this Committee made a 
Report, the substance of which is em- 
bodied in a series of Resolutions with 
which it concludes. 


“ Resolved, that it is the opinion of this com- 
mittee :— 


1. That the practice of interment within the 
precincts of large towns is injurious to the 
health of the inhabitants thereof, and frequently 
offensive to public decency. 

2. That, in order to prevent or to diminish 
the evil of this practice, it is expedient to pass 
an act of parliament. 

3. That legislation upon the subject be, in 
the first instance, confined to the metropolis 
and to certain other towns or places the popu- 
lation of which respectively at the last census 
exceeded 50,000. 

4, That burials be absolutely prohibited, after 
a certain date, within the limits of such towns 
or places, except in the case of family vaults 
already existing, the same partaking of the na- 
ture of private property, and being of limited 
extent. 

5. That certain exceptions, as applying to 
eminent public characters, be likewise admitted 
with regard to Westminster Abbey and to St. 
Paul’s. 

6. That certain exceptions be likewise ad- 
mitted with regard to some cemeteries of recent 
construction, according to special local circum- 
stances, to be hereafter determined. 
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7. That within the dates which may be spe- 

cified the parochial authorities in such towns 
or places be empowered and required to impose 
arate for the purpose of forming cemeteries at 
a certain distance from the same. 
{ 8. That a power be given to the parochial 
authorities of two or more parishes or townships 
of the same town to combine, if they think pro- 
per, for the same cemetery. 

9. That a minimum of distance be fixed for 
such cemeteries, from the same motive that 
leads to their establishment—the public health; 
and that a maximum of distance be likewise 
fixed, so as to secure the lower classes, as far as 
possible, from the hardship of loss of time, or 
weariness in proceeding to a great distance to 
attend the funerals of their relatives. 

10. That the parochial authorities be respon- 
sible for the due and decent administration of 
each burial within the new cemeteries, in the 
same manner as they now are within the pre- 
sent churchyards ; and that, on the other hand, 
they be entitled to the same amount of fees 
on each burial as they at present receive. 

11. That due provision be made for the per- 
petual possession by the parishes or townships 
of the ground on which the cemeteries shall be 
made. 

12, That due space be reserved, without con- 
secration, and within the limits of the intended 
cemeteries, for the separate burials of such per- 
sons or classes of persons as may be desirous of 
such separation. 

13, That no fees from any such burials in 
unconsecrated ground be payable to any minis- 
ters of the church of England, 

14. That, subject to the conditions expressed 
in the 10th and 13th resolutions, arrangements 
be made to equalize as far as possible the total 
amount of fees payable on burials within the 
same cemetery, whether in the consecrated or 
the unconsecrated ground. 

15. That, considering the difficulty of fixing 
the same date for the prohibition of burials 
within the limits of different towns, or the same 
distance for the construction of the new ceme- 
teries, and the importance of having reference 
to various local circumstances, it does not ap- 
pear desirable to observe in all cases a uniform 
rule in these respects, but that the time and 
manner of applying the principles set forth in 
the foregoing resolutions should be entrusted 
either to some department of the government, 
or toa board of superintendence, to be consti- 
tuted by the act of parliament. 

16. That the duty of framing and introducing 
a bill on the principles set forth in the fore- 
going resolutions, would be most efficiently dis- 
charged by Her Majesty’s government, and 
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that it is earnestly recommended to them by 
the committee.”—Pp. vi., vil. 

It will strike every attentive reader 
that there are several important discre- 
pancies between these Resolutions form- 
ing part of the Report and the provisions 
of the Bill. The Report makes an ex- 
ception in favour of Family Vaults, the 
Bill makes no such exception. The 
Report admits the exception of “ some 
Cemeteries of recent construction ; the 
Bill excepts those alone which are esta- 
blished by Act of Parliament, there being 
in all these, clauses which insure ample 
fees to the clergy. The Report recom- 
mends that the management of the new 
Cemeteries shall be vested in “ the Paro- 
chial Authorities ;” the Bill assigns it to 
the Rector, Vicar or Incumbent, and 
Churchwardens. The Report recom- 
mends that a maximum as well as a 
minimum be fixed, “so as to secure the 
lower classes, as far as possible, from the 
hardship of loss of time, or weariness in 
proceeding to a great distance to attend 
the funerals of their relatives ;” the Bill 
shews no such tenderness. The Report 
recommends that no Fees for Burials in 
unconsecrated ground be payable to any 
Ministers of the Church of England ; the 
Bill contains no such clause. The Re- 
port suggests that the supreme control- 
ling power should be vested in some 
department of the Government, or a 
Board of Superintendence to be consti- 
tuted by Act of Parliament; the Bill 
gives it to the Bishop of the Diocese. 
The Report consigns the duty of framing 
the Bill to Her Majesty’s Government ; 
the Bill is brought in by Mr. Mackinnon, 
the Chairman, and two other private 
members of the Committee. These are 
a part, and only a part of the discrepan- 
cies, and they are sufficient to shew 
that though it might not be easy to de- 
fend either the Report, or the Committee 
from which it emanated, it would not be 
just to hold them responsible for the un- 
diluted priesteraft of the Bill. 

We cannot however acquit the Com- 
mittee of unfairness and culpable 
omissions, When subjects were under 
discussion involving the interests of 
Dissenters in so great a degree, when 
references were made in so many ways 
to the habits, preferences, and principles 
of Dissenters, when allegations were 
made in their hearing involving the 
moral character of Dissenting communi- 
ties and their officers, some of them at 
least should have remembered that they 
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were greatly indebted to Dissenters for 
their ability to sit on that Committee. 
When they were examining witnesses of 
all classes, grave diggers, sextons, parish 
clerks, undertakers, attornies, surgeons, 
physicians, military officers, curates, rec- 
tors, and dignitaries of the church, how 
was it that they did not call for the evi- 
dence of one Dissenting Minister, one 
Trustee of a Dissenting burial place, or 
one Dissenting Gentleman? Not one 
known Dissenting Minister was called 
before them; they began their labours 
indeed with the examination of a Mr. 
Helsdon, who stated that he had been 
“employed as the assistant Dissenting 
minister in a ground,” and that he was 
“more particularly connected with the 
baptist denomination,” but whose name 
we neyer heard before ; who stated that 
he had not officiated for the last four 
years, and whose testimony related to 
the ‘state of various burying grounds. 
But questions respecting arrangements 
to be made on behalf of the Dissenters 
were proposed, not to members of their 
own body, or persons conversant with 
their views and feelings, but to the esta- 
blished clergy. All the information re- 
specting the opinions and desires of 
Dissenters that could be obtained from 
a Bishop, a Rector, or a Curate, was re- 
ceived readily ; but on personal contact 
with any of these inexplicable people 
the Committee did not venture. 

Very extraordinary statements were 
made by some of the witnesses respecting 
interments under an obscure chapel in 
Clement’s Lane, near the Strand, called 
Enon Chapel, but now used, we are in- 
formed, as an infant school, of which a 
Mr. Howse is said to have been the min- 
ister, but of whom we know nothing. 
If one fourth part of what is said of this 
place is true, it ought to have been in- 
dicted as a nuisance long ago. The at- 
tempt that has been made, however, to 
exhibit this as a specimen of Dissenting 
Cemeteries, and a proof of the necessity 
for legislation, is absurd. Offensive as 
this Clement’s Lane is, Enon Chapel is 
by no means responsible for all the mis- 
chief; about a hundred and fifty yards 
from it is Portugal Street grave yard, a 
parochial ground, in which it is attested 
that practices have taken place and 
scenes been witnessed even more dis- 
gusting than any alleged to have taken 
place in Enon Chepel: One of the wit- 
nesses says of this lane, “It is one of 
the most filthy places which can be found 
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any where: here is Enon burying ground 
on one side, and this spot in Portugal 
Street on the other, and the stinking 
market in the centre.” Respecting the 
state of St. Clement’s Churchyard, also, 
the evidence is such that we cannot pol- 
lute our pages with its details. All the 
parish burying grounds within the bills 
of mortality are indeed represented by 
respectable witnesses as a disgrace to a 
eivilized country. ‘* Will you state to 
the committee,” said the Chairman to 
G. A. Walker, Esq., “ what are the par- 
ticular places whence you have derived 
the observations you have made?” His 
answer was as follows: 


“Most of those I am about to name I have 
personally examined; they are, the burying- 
ground in Portugal-st.; Enon Chapel, Clement’s 
lane; St. Clement’s Church, Strand; and the 
vaults of St. Martin’s in the Fields; Russell-ct., 
Drury-lane; St. Paul’s, Covent Garden; St. 
Giles’s Burying-ground; Aldgate Churchyard ; 
Whitechapel Church and Vaults; St. Mary’s, 
Catholic Chapel, Moorfields ; Spitalfields’ 
Ground; Bethnal Green Old Ground; Stepney 
Burial Ground ; Mulberry Chapel, St. George’s 
in the East, Ellinore Swedish Protestant 
Church; St. George’s Church, Cannon-street, 
East ; Ebenezer Chapel, Ratcliff Highway ; 
Sheen’s Ground; Shadwell Churchyard and 
Vaults; Trinity Episcopal Chapel, Cannon- 
street Road; the Mariners’ Church, Wellclose 
square; Bunhill-fields, City Road; St. Luke’s, 
Old-street; Clerkenwell Church, four burial- 
grounds and vaults; Spa Fields; St. James’s 
Burying Ground, Clerkenwell; St. Ann’s, 
Soho; Elim Chapel, Fetter-lane; St. Saviour’s 
Church, Southwark ; the Cross Bones, belong- 
ing to the same parish; All Saints, Poplar; St. 
Andrew’s, Holborn; St. Anne’s, Limehouse ; 
Bermondsey ; Christchurch, Surrey ; Saint 
George’s, Hanover-square; St. George’s, Mid- 
lesex; St. George’s, Southwark; St. James’s, 
Westminster; St. John’s, Hackney; St. John’s 
Westminster; St. Leonard, Shoreditch; St. 
Luke’s, Chelsea ; St. Margaret’s, Westminster ; 
Kensington; Islington; Lambeth; Newing- 
ton; Rotherhithe; Paddington; Pancras; and 
many others. 

“ Speaking from your personal knowledge, in 
every one of those places you have enumerated, 
your opinion is, as a medical man, that the bu- 
rial of the dead has been injurious to the per- 
sons living in the neighbourhood ?—I am sure 
of it. It cannot be otherwise.”—P. 38, 


Much use has been made of the alle- 
gation of an undertaker that Dissenting 
Ministers gain more by the dead than 
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the living. Speaking ofa burying ground 
belonging to Messrs. Hoole and Martin, 
in the New Kent Road, in the Chapel of 
which Wesleyan ministers were said to 
have preached, the Chairman asked “ Is 
it the custom of dissenting ministers to 
establish speculations of that sort in this 
town?” The answer was, “ Yes: it 
has been remarked to me that they gain 
more money by the dead than the liy- 
ing.” Subsequently another member of 
the Committee took up the subject— 


“You have said it was remarked that the 
dissenting ministers got more from the dead 
than from the living ?—Yes; it was so remarked 
to me. 

“ To what did that apply ?—It related parti- 
cularly to Enon Chapel. Mr. Howse was then 
the minister; and from the stench that arose 
from the dead bodies the congregation in a great 
measure left the chapel; and the remark which 
was made was, that more money was made 
from the dead than the living. 

“Tt was a remark which referred to Enon 
Chapel chiefly ?—Yes. 

“ Do you know of any other ?—I have never 
heard the remark applied to any other.” —P. 23. 


Yet a fortnight afterwards the Chair- 
man inquired of another witness, 


“ Can you explain the evidence of one of the 
witnesses, that in many of the dissenting cha- 
pels the speculators have made more by the 
dead than the living ?—He is perfectly correct 
in that; there is no doubt many of those cha- 
pels have been established as speculations; I 
believe that many of them would not have been 
established but for their being enabled to bury 
the dead ? 

“ Will you state how the profit is greater on 
the dead than the living ?—I will take an in- 
stance of a chapel in my own neighbourhood, 
Enon Chapel; the number who have been bu- 
ried there is very great, and many pounds a 
week taken for interment.”—P. 41. 


This one instance, being thus made 
the foundation of a general assertion, it 
has been promulgated as an unexpected 
and appalling discovery that Dissenting 
Ministers get more by the dead than the 
living. That there are other gentlemen, 
however, who get more by the dead, 
than the living is attested by the most 
respectable witnesses. The Rector of 
Bishopsgate says, “ The clergy are differ- 
ently circumstanced in different places ; 
some of them have nothing but the fees 
to live upon.” The Rector of St. Mar- 
garet’s, Westminster, says, “In eg 
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except in certain cases of endowment, 
generally speaking, the surplice fees, in- 
cluding the fees for ceremonies of all 
descriptions, form the sole emolument 
of the clergy.” The curate of St. Dun- 
stans, Stepney, on being asked, Have the 
fees, in consequence of the cemeteries 
you mention, been considerably dimin- 
ished? answers, ‘ Most seriously.”— 
** How much do you suppose the ineum- 
bent has lost by the opening of these 
cemeteries ?” Answer, ‘ Speaking ge- 
nerally, quite unprepared, I should say 
he has lost by the opening of those ce- 
meteries in the parish at least £300 a 
year.” The bishop of London says, 
** You cannot expect men, the principal 
part of whose subsistence in some cases 
depends upon the fees arising from a 
practice that has not hitherto been com- 
plained of, willingly to give up the 
whole source of that income without 
some compensation.” And again, 


“1 would just wish, by way of illustrating 
my statement, to say, that a very large part of 
the income of the clergy in some cases depends 
upon the burial fees. The amount of the burial 
fees in St. George’s Hanover-square, was, in 
1838, 5971. 17s.; in, 1839, 4231. 8s. 2d,; and in 
1840, 4882. lls. 2d. In St. Giles in the Fields, 
for three years the amounts were, 764/. 16s. 6d, 
608/. 19s, 6d, and 6351. 13s. ld. St. George’s, 
Bloomsbury, 273/. 7s. 6d., 1591. 4s. 6d., and 
2351. 2s. St. Andrew’s, Holborn, 306/. Os. 1d., 
3241. 14s. 1d., and 223/, 15s, 2d. Paddington, 
494], 14s., 4087. 18s., and 425/. 4s., and the 
average amount of the seven years preceding 
1838 was 589/., and steadily increasing, and in 
1841 it had fallen down to 398/. 6s. 4d., owing 
to the-cemeteries, although the population dur- 
ing that time had been increased by somewhere 
about a thousand. That shows merely the 
effect of the cemeteries. There are other simi- 
lar instances which it is not necessary perhaps 
to mention; however, I will take one more, St. 
Margaret’s Westminster, 160/, 14s., 115U. 1s, 
6d., and 1287, Os, 8d,”—P. 186, 


Here then is the key to the whole 
business. The parochial grounds in 
London and in other large towns are 
generally, according to the evidence be- 
fore us, in such a state that they cannot 
be occupied any longer. Private ceme- 
teries are superseding them, and the 
clergy are gradually losing their fees. A 
committee was therefore appointed. A 
bill is brought in. Mr. Mackinnon pre- 
sents it to the House, but we cannot as- 
eribe to him the authorship. Nor is it 
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we believe the work of the grave-diggers, 
or of the undertakers, or of the surgeons, 
or of the physicians. We know not by 
whose pen it has been drawn up; but 
we observe that the last witness exa- 
mined was the Right Reverend Charles 
James, Lord Bishop of London. When 
the Bishop of London, who had been 
constituted for this occasion proxy for 
the Archbishop of Canterbury, had given 
his testimony and stated his opinions, 
the Committee terminated its inquiries. 


Life and Poetical Remains of Margaret M. 
Davidson. By Wasuinecron Irvine. Lon- 
don: Foolscap 8vo. Price 5s. 


One hundred and seventy-six pages 
of beautiful poetry are contained in this 
volume, and these are preceded by one 
hundred and seventy pages of prose, 
searcely less beautiful, describing the 
character and career of the youthful 
poetess. Margaret, the youngest daugh- 
ter of Dr. Davidson, was born at the 
family residence on Lake Champlain, in 
the village of Plattsburgh, in 1823. Her 
fragile body was animated by a spirit of 
extraordinary activity and power, pos- 
sessing unusual devotedness to the ac~ 
quisition of knowledge, in combination 
with extraordinary poetic genius, and an 
eminently affectionate disposition, In 
her early childhood she possessed ability, 
like Dr. Watts, to utter pleasing verse, 
without apparent effort or design. At 
six years of age, in a thunderstorm, to- 
wards sunset, her eyes kindled as she 
watched the warring elements, until, ex- 
tending her hand, she exclaimed— 


“ The lightning plays along the sky, 

The thunder rolls and bursts from high ! 

Jehovah’s voice amid the storm 

Iheard! Methinks I see his form, 

As riding on the clouds of even, 

He spreads his glory o’er the heaven.” 
Page 19. 


When about twelve years of age she 
wrote the following lines :— 


“ THE JOYS OF HEAVEN, 


Oh, who can tell the joy and peace 
Which souls redeemed shall know, 
When all their earthly sorrows cease, 
Their pride, and pain, and woe !— 
Who may describe the matchless love 
Which reigneth with the saints above ? 
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What earthly tongue can ever tell 
The pure, unclouded joy 
Which in each gentle soul doth swell, 
Unmingled with alloy, 
As, bending to the Lord Most High, 
They sound his praises through the sky ? 


Through the high regions of the air, 
On angels’ wings, they glide, 

And gaze in wondering silence there 
On scenes to us denied : 

Their minds expanding every hour, 

And opening like the summer flower. 


Though not like them to fade away, 
To die, and bloom no more ; 
Beyond the reach of fell decay, 
They stand in light and power ; 
But pure, eternal, free from care, 
They join in endless praises there ! 


When first they leave this world of woe 
For fair, immortal scenes of light, 
Angels attend them from below, 
And upward wing their joyful flight; 
Where, fired with heavenly rapture’s flame, 
They raise on high Jehovah’s name. 


O’er the broad arch of heaven it peals, 
While shouts of praise unnumbered flow; 
The full, sweet notes sublimely swell, 
And prostrate angels humbly bow ; 
Each harp is tuned to joy above, 
Its theme, a Saviour’s matchless love. 


The dulcet voice, which here below 
Charmed with delight each listening ear, 

Mixed with no lingering tone of woe, 
Swelling harmonious, soft and clear, 

Will sweetly fill the courts above, 

In strains of heavenly peace and love. 


The brilliant genius, which on earth 
Ts struggling with disease and pain, 
Will there unfold in power and light, 
Nought its bright current to restrain ; 
And as each brilliant day rolls on, 
*T will find some grace, till then unknown. 


And as the countless years flit by, 
Their minds, progressing stili, 
The more they know, these saints on high 
Praise more his sovereign will ; 
No breath from sorrow’s whirlwind blast 
Around their footsteps cast. 


From their high throne they gaze abroad 
On vast creation’s wondrous plan, 

And own the power, the might of God, 
In each resplendent work they scan ; 

Though sun and moon to nought return, 

Like stars these souls redeemed shall burn. 
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Oh! who could wish to stay below, 
If sure of such a home as this, 

Where streams of love serenely flow, 
And every heart is filled with bliss ? 

They praise, and worship, and adore 


The Lord of heaven for evermore.” 
Pp. 63—65. 


When she had completed her fifteenth 
year, it was evident to others, though 
not to herself, that her mind had com- 
pletely worn out her originally delicate 
body, and that consumption was preying’ 
upon her yitals. Her mother describes 
thus her affecting state after returning 
from a visit which had been paid, in 
hope that a change of air might prove 
beneficial : 

“ She was much wasted, and could hardly 
walk from one room to another; her cough was 
very distressing; she had no pain, but a languor 
and depression of spirits foreign to her nature. 
She struggled against this debility, and called 
up all the energies of her mind to overcome it ; 
her constant reply to inquiries about her health 
by the friends who called was the same as for- 
merly, ‘ Well, quite well; mother calls me an 
invalid, but I feel well.? Yet to me when alone 
she talked more freely of her symptoms, and I 
thought I could discern from her manner, that 
she had apprehensions as to the result. I had 
often endeavoured to acquire firmness sufficient 
to tell her what was her situation; but she 
seemed so studiously to avoid the disclosure 
that my resolution had hitherto been unequal 
to the task. But I was much surprised one 
day, not long after her return from New York, 
by her asking me to tell her, without reserve, 
my opinion of her state. The question wrung 
my very heart; I was wholly unprepared for it, 
and it was put in so solemn a manner that I 
could not evade it, were I disposed to doso. I 
knew with what strong affection she clung to 
life, and the objects and friends which endeared 
it to her; I knew how bright the world upon 
which she was just entering appeared to her 
young fancy, what glowing pictures she had 
drawn of future usefulness and happiness. I 
was now called upon, at one blow, to crush these 
hopes, to destroy the delightful visions which, 
had hoyered around her from her cradle until 
this very period ; it would be cruel and wrong 
to deceive her. In vain I attempted a reply to 
her direct and solemn appeal, and my voice 
grew husky; several times I essayed to speak, 
but the words died away on my lips; I could 
only fold her to my heart in silence, im- 
print a kiss upon her forehead, and leave the 
room to avoid agitating her with feelings I had 
no power to repress.” —Pp, 145, 146, 
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Or a subsequent oceasion her mother, 
referring to some conversation with her 
on religious subjects, says, 

“ She expressed her firm belief in the divinity 
of Christ. The perfections of his character, its 
beauty and holiness, excited her admiration ; 
while the benevolence which prompted the sacri- 
fice of himself to save a lost world filled her 
with the most enthusiastic gratitude. It was a 
source of regret that so much of her time had 
been spent in light reading, and that her writ- 
ings had not been of a more decidedly religious 
character. She lamented that she had not 
chosen scriptural subjects for the exercise of her 
poctical talent, and said, ‘Mamma, should God 
spare my life, my time and talents shall for the 
future be devoted to a higher and holier end.’ 
She felt that she had trifled with the gifts of 
providence, and ler self-condemnation and grief 
were truly affecting. ‘And must I die so 
young; my career of usefulness hardly com- 
menced 2? Oh, mother, how sadly have I trifled 
with the gifts of heaven! What have I done 
which can benefit one human being?’ I folded 
her to my heart, and endeavoured to soothe the 
tumult of her feelings, bade her remember her 
dutiful conduct as a daughter, her affectionate 
bearing as a sister and a friend, and the conso- 
lation she had afforded me through years of 
suffering. ‘Oh, my mother!’ said she; ‘I have 
been reflecting much of late upon this sad waste 
of intellect, and had marked out for myself a 
course of usefulness which, should God spare 
my life’”—Here her emotions became too power- 
ful to proceed. At. times she suffered much 
anxiety with regard to her eternal welfare, and 
deeply lamented her want of faithfulness in the 
performance of her religious duties ; complained 
of coldness and formality in her devotional ex- 
ercises; and entreated me to pray with and for 
her. At other times her hope of heayen would 
be bright, her faith unwavering, and her deyo- 
tion fervent. Yet it was evident to me that 
she still cherished the hope that her life might 
be prolonged. Her mother had lingered for 
years in a state equally hopeless, and during 
that period had been enabled to attend to the 
moral and religious culture of her little family. 
Might not the same kind providence prolong 
her life? It would be vain to attempt a de- 
scription of those seasons of deep and thrilling 
interest. God alone knows in what way my 
own weak frame was sustained. I felt that she 
had been renovated and purified by divine grace, 
and to see her thus distressed when I thought 
that all the consolations of the gospel ought to | 
be hers, gave my heart a severe pang. Many | 
of our friends now were of opinion that a change 
of climate might benefit, perhaps restore her. | 
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Heretofore when the suggestion had been niade 
she shrunk from the idea of leaving her home 
for a distant clime. Now her anxiety to try the 
effect of a change was great. I felt that it 
would be vain, although I was desirous that no- 
thing should be left untried. Feeble as she 
now was, the idea of her resigning the comforts 
of home, and being subject to the fatigues of 
travelling in public conveyances, was a dreadful 
one, yet if there was a rational prospect of pro- 
longing her life by these means, I was anxious 
to give them a trial. Dr, Davidson, after mach 
deliberation on the subject, called counsel. Dr. 
came, and when, after half an hour’s 
pleasant and playful conversation with Marga~ 
ret, he joined us in the parlour, oh! how my 
poor heart trembled, I hung upon the motions 
of his lips as if my own life depended on what, 
they might utter. At length he spoke, and FE 
felt as if an icebolt had passed through my 
heart. Ee had never thought, though he had 
known her many years, that a change of climate 
would benefit her. She had lived beyond his. 
expectations many months, even years; and 
now he was convinced, were we to attempt to 
take her to a southern climate, that she would 
die on the passage. Make it as pleasant as pos- 
sible for her at home, was his advice. He 
thought that a few months must terminate her 
life. She knew that we had confidence in the 
opinion of this, her fayourite physician. When 
I had gained firmness enough to answer her 
questions, I again entered the room, and found. 
her composed, though she had evidently been — 
strongly agitated, and had not brought her 
mind to hear her doom, Never, oh! neyer to 
the latest hour of my life, shall I forget the look 
she gave me when I met her. What a heart- 
rending task was mine! I performed it as 
gently as possible. I said the doctor thought 
her strength unequal to the fatigue of the jour- 
ney; that he was not so great an advocate for 
change of climate as many persons; that he had 
known many cases in which he thought it inju- 
rious ; and his best advice was, that we should 
again ward off the severity of the winter by cre- 
ating an atmosphere within our house. She 
mildly acquiesced, and the subject was dropped 
altogether.”—Pp, 148—151, 


About three weeks before her death 
she placed in the hands of her mother a 


folded paper containing the following 
lines; 


“TO MY MOTHER, 


Oh, mother! would the power were mine 
To wake the strain thou loy’st to hear, 
And breathe each trembling new-born thought 
Within thy fondly listening ear, 
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As when in days of health and glee 
My hopes and fancies wandered free. 


But, mother, now a shade has past 
Athwart my brightest visions here, 

A cloud of darkest gloom has wrapt 
The remnant of my brief career ! 

No song, no echo can I win,— 

The sparkling fount has died within. 


The torch of earthly hope burns dim, 

And fancy spreads her wings no more ; 
And, oh! how vain and trivial seem 

The pleasures that I prized before. 
My soul, with trembling steps and slow, 

Is struggling on through doubt and strife : 
Oh, may it prove, as time rolls on, 

The pathway to eternal life ! 
Then, when my cares and fears are o-er, 
Tl sing thee as in days of yore. 


I said that hope had passed from earth: 
”T was but to fold her wings in heaven ; 
To whisper of the soul’s new birth, 
Of sinners saved and sins forgiven. 
When mine are washed in tears away, 
Then shall my spirit swell my lay. 


When God shall guide my soul above, 
By the soft cords of heavenly love, 
When the vain cares of earth depart, 
And tuneful voices swell my heart, 
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Then shall each word, each note I raise, 
Burst forth in pealing hymns of praise ; 
And all not offered at His shrine, 

Dear mother, I will place on thine.” 


“It was long,” her mother writes, “before I 
could gain sufficient composure to return to her, 
When I did so I found her sweetly calm, and 
she greeted me with a smile so full of affection 
that I shall cherish the recollection of its bright- 
ness until my latest breath. It was the last 
piece she ever wrote, except a paraphrase of four 
lines of the hymn, ‘I would not live always,’ 
which was written within the last week of her 
life : A 


“T would not live always, thus fettered by sin, 

Temptation without and corruption within, 

With the soul ever dimmed by its hopes and its fears, 

And the heart’s holy flame ever struggling through 
tears.’ ” Pp. 158—160. 


She departed this life on the 25th of 
November, 1838, aged fifteen years and 
eight months ; a victim of that insidious 
malady which she apostrophized justly 
when she wrote— 


“Consumption! child of woe, thy blighting breath 
Marks all that’s fair and lovely for thine own, 
And, sweeping o’er the silver cords of life, 
Blends all their music in one deathlike tone.” 
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Books of the Old Testament (or Covenant), 
Translated from the Hebrew and Chaldee : 
being the Authorised Version revised, and com- 
pared with other Translations, ancient and 
modern. By the Rev. ALFRED JENOUR, Rec- 
tor of Pilton. Vol. I. Part I, London: 
8vo. pp. 61. Price 3s. 6d, 


This portion of Mr. Jenour’s work contains 
the book of Job, and is apparently published in 
a separate form as a specimen of the whole. 
The plan which he has adopted is to place an 
amended version in the upper part of the page, 
divided into verses, as in our common English 
bibles, and subjoin at the foot of the page, in a 
smaller type, as notes, the words or phrases of 
the common English translation that have been 
superseded. ‘The reader is thus enabled at a 
single glance to see the passage as it was, while 
he has the advantage of reading it as Mr. Jenour 
thinks it ought to be. We do not profess to 
have examined his performance critically, but a 
cursory perusal of it has afforded us great plea- 
sure: he has evidently given it much attention ; 


and the train of thought is rendered clear in 
many passages in which in the common version 
scarcely any meaning is discernible. 


Moral Agency; and Man as a Moral Agent. 
By Witt1am M‘Compig, Author of “Hours 
of Thought.” London: 18mo. pp. 230, 


“There are two great inquiries,’ Mr. 
M‘Combie states, “embraced in the following 
treatise, viz., lst. What is moral agency, con- 
sidered in itself? and, 2ndly. What are the 
powers and condition of man in relation to it ? 
Under the first, the author has endeavoured to. 
ascertain what the nature of moral agency is, 
and what are the indispensable conditions of its 
being exercised ; in doing so, he has been led to 
inquire what the kind of knowledge is which 
forms properly the basis of moral agency, and 
how it is obtained; and has endeavoured to 
meet the difficulties which arise from the divine 
foreknowledge, and to subvert the position that 
mind in its actings is subject to the law of 
causation, or that in choosing and willing it is 
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not free. In the second part of the treatise, 
the writer has entered on the inquiry, what 
the powers, and capabilities, and resources of 
man are, considered as a moral agent: in what 
respects, and to what extent he has, considered 
in this light, been affected by the sin of Adam 
or the fall, and in what respects and to what 
extent by the work of Christ.” 

These important subjects are discussed with 
great ability. The powerful mind of the author 
of the “Hours of Thought” is here employed 
in correcting prevalent misconceptions, and 
vindicating the ways of God to man. Without 
pledging ourselves to all his statements and 
conclusions, we can assure our readers that 
they will find in this volume abundant excite- 
ment to mental exercise, and matter for grave 
and prayerful consideration. To the young 
men of our congregations, ‘especially, we re- 
commend its careful perusal. 


An Essay on the Supremacy and Glory of 
Messiah. By J. J. Pounrer. London: 
12mo. pp. 320, Price 4s. 


Three reasons are assigned for the publica- 
tion of this work, viz., 1. The infinite import- 
ance of the theme. 2. The prevalence of error, 
meaning thereby, Puseyism, Mormonism, Ir- 
vingism, and semi-Arianism. 3. The scarcity 
of works written expressly on the subject. 

We admit the force of the first reason; we 
doubt the applicableness of the second; and 
with regard to the third, we are compelled to 
say, that if before Mr. Poulter wrote there was 
ascarcity of works “so written” as “to com- 
prehend a connected analysis of the holy scrip- 
tures relative to the person, character, and 
work of Messiah,” and “to grapple with 
the hydra-headed antichrist of the nineteenth 
century,”—that scarcity still exists. The vo- 
lume before us has by no means supplied the 
deficiency. It is not denied that it contains 
some good passages: but clearness of concep- 
tion is not always apparent; lucid arrangement 
is wanting; incongruous thoughts are often 
jumbled together; and the style needs a tho- 
rough revision and correction. Mr. Poulter is 
a sensible man; he will doubtless receive these 
hints in a friendly spirit, and take care that his 
next production shall be free from the defects 
we have pointed out. 


Dora Melder: a Tale of Alsace. By Meta 
Sanper, A Translation. Edited by the 
Rev. Coartes B. Taypter, W.A., Author 
of “May you like it,” “ Records of a Good 
Man’s Life,” &c. London: Foolscap 8vo. 
pp. 278. Price 7s. 


The preface informs us, that though Meta 
Sander is an assumed name, assurances have 
been received from Leipsic, where inquiry has 
been made by some German friends of the 
translator, that Dora Melder and her family are 
not fictitious personages. The tale is exciting, 
but the moral is good. It is the autobiography 
of one whose outward walk was almost blame- 
less, and in many respects amiable ; but whose 
heart was under the influence of pride, vanity, 
and envy, till afflictive dispensations of provi- 
dence and evangelical instruction were sanctified 
to its renewal. 
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Fisher’s Historic Illustrations of the Bible. ; Di- 
visions Vi, VI, VIL. ondon: Fisher, 
Son, and Co. 4to. Cloth. 


This work proceeds with regularity and an- 
diminished splendour. The class to which it 
will afford the greatest gratification is one to 
which we do not profess to belong, the admirers 
of the scripture pieces of the great continental 
masters who flourished in the fifteenth and six 
teenth centuries. We are not insensible to the 
liveliness of imagination possessed by those emi- 
nent artists, to their skill in depicting emotions, 
or to their power of giving the aspect of reality 
to the creations of their fancy; but the incom- 
pleteness of their scriptural knowledge, and their 
deference to Romish traditions, have imparted 
to many of their performances a tendency to 
mislead rather than instruct. Some designs 
from modern painters are interspersed ; but 
some of these also are, in our judgment, open 
to the objection, that they deviate from historic 
truth. Our quarrel however is solely with the 
designers; the engravers are deserving of the 
highest commendation. ‘To those who can re- 
lish the originals, nothing can be more accept- 
able than these beautifully executed plates, of 
which there are twelve in each division. 


Chronological Pictures of English History, from 
William the Conqueror to Queen Victoria. 
By Joun Gusert. London: Imperial 
folio. Part IIL. Price 7s. 6d. tinted; 15s. 
coloured. 


The nature of this publication was explained 
in our number for October. The five reigns il- 
lustrated in this part are those of Edward IIL, 
Richard I1., Henry 1V., Henry V., and Henry 
VI. In the later plates we observe the appro- 
priate addition of the monarch’s autograph. As 
an auxiliary to the study of English history, 
this work will be invaluable. 


The Family Choir; or Psalms, Hymns, and 
Spiritual Songs for Social Worship. The 
Music selected from Handel, Haydn, Mozart, 
Beethoven, Righini, Romberg, Croft, Webbe, 
Burney, Mehul, Hiller, Arnold, Ritter, Rink, 
Abbe Stadler, Latrobe, Nageli, L. Mason, 
Hastings, Silcher, &e., Sc. Arranged for 
Four Voices and the Pianoforte or Organ, 
The Poetry from Watts, Wesley, Newton, 
Doddridge, Steele, Toplady, Logan, Heber, 
Montgomery, Sigourney, Hastings, S. F. 
Smith, $c. Part I, London: 12mo. pp. 36. 
Price 1s. 


Here are fifty-six hymns, many of them”very 
suitable for family and social use, with eighteen 
appropriate tunes. Neither the words nor the 
music can be found in the books most commonly 
used in congregational worship. To musical 
famihes the work will be a great acquisition. 
If they will so far defer to our opinion as to 
purchase Part I., we are greatly mistaken if 
they do not afterwards determine to procure the 
five other parts, by which it is to be followed- 


Christian Happiness Considered in its Relation, 
to Man, Iamilies, and Churches, By F 
MAnNNERING, Holywell Mount Chapel. Lon- 
don: 18mo. pp. 169. Price 2s, 


BRIEF NOTICES. 


_ in the preface we are told that “the author’s 
aim—his only- purpose—is usefulness; and 
though, should he have erred, this will be 
neither an excuse nor a shield, he ventures to 
request that it may be borne in mind by the 
critical reader.” Upright critics need not hesi- 
tate to certify that he has adhered to his pur- 
pose very steadily, and that his work is adapted 
to promote both individual and social happiness. 


Hereditary Claims to the Covenant of Grace, 
considered and rejected. A Tract addressed 
to the Pedobaptist Churches. By C. Stove. 
London: 24mo. pp. 48. Price 


In this tract, Mr. Stovel adduces language of 
respectable ministers among our independent 
brethren, in which they have taught that the 
children of believers were born members of the 
church, and “ were baptized because they were 
members ;” that “they receive the seal of the 
covenant because they were already in covenant 
by virtue of their birth ;” and that “infants are 
to be baptized solely on the ground of connexion 
with their parents.” By preferring this he- 
reditary claim to the covenant of mercy, he 
argues that they interfere with the doctrine of 
salvation by grace alone, placing a vital and 
physical birth where God requires personal 
faith and a spiritual change of heart. That 
this is not their design, he fully allows; but he 
shows that it is the tendency of their doctrine. 
Respecting the unconverted he says, “Let 
them only have this shadow of an hereditary 
claim to the covenant of grace on which to lean, 
and they will find in the holy writings no inti- 
mation of danger to any whom that covenant 
includes. Instead of that, they will be ex- 
hhorted to confidence, and peace, and joy un- 
speakable, as children of God and heirs of 
eternal glory. By this fatal step, the supposi- 
tion of a physical and vicarious piety is united 
with the distinctive inheritance of this age.” 
There is much in this tract which it would be 
well if our evangelical brethren of other deno- 
minations would seriously ponder. 


The Glorified Body. A Sermon preached in 
the South Parade Chapel, Halifax, on Sun- 
day, October 16, 1842, To which are added 
Memorials of the Rev. Richard Treffry. By 
Samurn Dunn. London: pp. 24. Price 6d. 


Mr. Treffry, who was known for some years 
as the Rev. Richard Treffry, sen., till death 
removed his talented son and fellow-labourer, 
was an intelligent and useful minister in the 
Wesleyan connexion. He was the author of 
several volumes; and in 1838 was appointed 
governor of the Wesleyan Theological Institu- 
tion. He died Sept. 19, 1842, aged seventy- 
one. His life and character are described in 


these pages. 


The Missionary of Australasia and Polynesia : 
or the importance of entire Devotedness to 
God, illustrated from the Character and La- 
bours of the late Rev. John Waterhouse. A 
Sermon preached and published at the request 
of the Wesleyan Stewards, Leaders, and Trus- 
tees in Halifax. By Samurt Donn. Lon- 
don: 12mo. pp. 16. Price 6d. 
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Mr. Waterhouse, the General Superintendent 
of the Wesleyan South Sea Missions, died at 
Hobart Town on the 30th of March, 1842, A 
delineation of his character and brief Sketch of 
his life will be found in this discourse. The 
sermon itself contains some details respecting 
the future world which surprise us. The 
preacher says, “All the saints will not have 


| bodies of equal brightness, souls of equal capa- 


city, enjoyments of equal richness and depth. 
They will not have crowns of equal splendour, 
mansions of equal magnificence, seats of equal 
elevation, nor be sent on errands of equally dis- 
tinguished honour. But the brightness of their 
bodies, the capacity of their souls, the depth of 
their enjoyments, the splendour of their crowns, 
the magnificence of their mansions, the elevation 
of their seats, and the distinguished honour of 
their employments, will be in proportion to their 
devotedness to God while on earth.” In all 
this the author appears to wish to be understood 
literally. He adds, “Should you behold a bro- 
ther with a brighter crown than your own, no 
improper feeling will be awakened, for you will 
be fully convinced that he wears it in conse- 
quence of his haying been more devoted to God 
on earth than you were. If you see a sister in 
a mansion more magnificent than the one you 
occupy, you will not attribute it to any partial- 
ity, but to her having secured, while here, a 
larger measure of holiness than you obtained.” 


A Book about Pictures. Intended for the 
Young. London: (Religious Tract Society) 
24mo. pp. 192. 


A book containing pictures, as well as about 
them, which will be acceptable to juvenile stu- 
dents. It explains North American picture- 
writing and Egyptian hieroglyphics, pictures on 
seals, coins, monuments, and ancient manu- 
scripts, and dilates on kindred topics, blending 
amusement with instruction. 


Wealth not Happiness; or, vain Expectations 
destructive to Peace. By Miss Mary ANN 
Everritt, London: 12mo. pp. 233. 


We are quite sure that wealth will not confer 
happiness. We are not quite sure that Miss 
Mary Ann Everritt acted wisely in writing a 
book to prove it. ‘The substance of the volume 
might have been comprised in a four-page tract; 
but that would make sad havoc with love-scenes, 
sentimental descriptions, and long speeches that 
were never spoken,—all which are essential to a 
modern tale, 


Letters to Various Friends, by the late Mrs. 
Stevens. Edited by her Sister. London: 
Seeley and Burnsidé. Royal 12mo. pp. 687. 


Letters from a person of whom nothing is 
told but the name, to persons of whom nothing 
is told but their initials, must possess greater 
intrinsic excellence than these to be interesting 
to the public. 


Sabbath Studies, upon Life, Death, Incorporeal 
Existence, the Resurrection, Providence, and 
Prayer. By the Author of a “ Synopsis of 
the Evidences of Christianity.” London : 
Macardy and Co. 24mo. pp. 91. 
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Results, we presume, of the author’s medita- 
tions on sabbath days ;—suitable enough to be 
minuted for his own use, but not such as we 
should have advised him to publish. 


Poetry of the Seasons, and of the Kingdoms of 
Nature, Edinburgh: Oliphant. 32mo. pp. 
384. 


Above three hundred extracts from the works 
of our most popular religious poets are brought 
together in this neat volume, and arranged 
under different heads. Something is to be 
found on almost every topic connected with the 
works of creation, providence, the heavenly 
bodies, the seasons of the year, land, sea, air, 
vegetation, animals, and local scenery. 


RECENT PUBLICATIONS 
Approved.* 


Lecture delivered at the London Tavern, on 
Tuesday, 11th October, 1842, before the Baptist Mis- 
sionary Society, on the Completion of its Fiftieth 
Year, by the Rey. J. Pye Smrrn, D.D., F.R.S., &e., 
&e. London: 8vo. pp. 36. Price 1s. 


Two Sermons preached in London, October 11th 
and 12th, 1842, before the Baptist Missionary So- 
ciety, at a Special General Meeting, held to celebrate 
the Completion of the Fiftieth Year. London. 8vo. 
pp. 83. Price 28. 


1. Consecration to the Lord. A Sermon preached 
in Finsbury Chapel, London, October 11, 1842. By 
the Rey. James Acworth, M.A. 


2. The Propagation of the Gospel, with Encour- 
agements to the Vigorous Prosecution of the Work. 
A Sermon preached in Surrey Chapel, London, Octo- 
ber 12, 1842. By the Rey. ALEXANDER CARSON, 
LL.D. 


Memoirs of Miss Grane, late of Heathcote Street, 
Mecklenburgh Square; illustrative of the Nature 
and Effects of Christian Principles. Compiled prin- 
cipally from her own papers. Second Edition. Lon- 
don: Nisbet. 12mo. pp. 146. Price 3s. 6d. 


The Dew of Hermon : or the True Source of Chris- 
tian Unity. By the Rey. James Hamixron, Minis- 
ter of the National Scotch Church, Regent Square. 
Tenth Thousand. London: 12mo. pp. 35. Price 2d. 


The Sunday School Teachers’ Class Register and 
Diary for 1843. London: (Sunday School Union) 
12mo. Cloth, gilt. 


A Pattern for Sunday School Teachers and Tract 
Distributors, and a Word for All; in a brief Memoir 
of Elizabeth Bales. By J. A. James. London: 32mo. 
pp. 88. Price Gd. 


_The Path to the Bush, an African Missionary 
Fact ; illustrating the Duty of Reciprocal Christian 
Watchfulness and Reproof. Addressed to Professors 


of Religion, by J. A. Jags. London: 32mo. pp. 
48. Price 3d. 


_ * It should be distinctly understood that insertion 
in this List is not a mere announcement: it ex- 
presses general approbation of the works enumerated. 


BRIEF NOTICES. 


Sabbath School Lectures on the Names, Titles, 
and Similitudes of the Lord Jesus Christ, in Alpha- 
betical order. With a recommendatory Preface by 
the Rey. J. SHerman, Minister of Surrey Chapel. 
London: Ward & Co. 12mo. pp. 295. 


The Study of Creation. A Lecture delivered at 
the Literary Institution, Truro, Cornwall. By Pid 
Wricur. Second Thousand. London: 12mo. pp. 
40. Price 6d. 


African Scenes; or Incidents in the Life of the 
Rey. Rornerr Morrarr, Missionary from South 
Africa, being an Address delivered by him to the 
Sunday School Children in the Town Hall, Birming- 
ham, on Wednesday, September 14, 1842. Third 
Thousand. Birmingham: 32mo. pp. 31. Price 1d. 


The Christian Almanack for the year 1843, being 
the third year after Bissextile or Leap Year. Lon- 
don: (Tract Society) 12mo. pp. 80. Price 8d. 


The Sheet Almanack for 1843. 


London: (Tract 
Society) Price \d. 


The Tract Society Penny Almanack for 1843, being 
the third year after Bissextile or Leap Year. 


Little Ann, or Familiar Conversations upon inte- 
resting Subjects between a Child and her Parents. 
London: (Tract Society) 24mo. pp. 108. Price 1s. 


Kind Words for his Young Friends. By UNcir 
Witiiam. London: (Tract Society) 24mo. pp. 108. 
Price 18. 


The Sea Star. London: (Tract Society) 32mo. 
square, pp. 32. Price Ad. 


The Juvenile Harmonist,’ being a Collection of 
Tunes and Pieces for Children. Arranged for two 
trebles and a bass. By Tuomas CLarx. No. I. 
London: (Sunday School Union) Price 6d. 


Steill’s Pictorial Spelling Book; or a Series of 
Easy and Progressive Lessons on Facts and Objects. 
London: 12mo. pp. 126. Price 1s. 6d. 


The Eclectic Review. November, 1842. London: 
Ward & Co. 


The Third Annual Report of the British and Fo- 
reign Anti-Slavery Society for the Abolition of 
Slavery and the Slave Trade throughout the World; 
presented to the General Meeting held in Exeter 
Hall, on Friday, May 13th, 1842. ‘Ihe most Honour- 
able the Marquis of Clanricarde in the chair. With 
an Appendix. List of Contributions, &., &., &e. 
London: 8vo. pp. 190. Price 1s. 6d. 


The Eighteenth Report of the Committee of the 
Merchant Seamen’s Auxiliary Bible Society, London, 
for supplying Merchant Ships with the Holy Serip- 
tures. London: 12mo. pp. 36. 


Phonography. By Isaac Pitman. On a small 
sheet. Price 1d. 


The Phonographic Journal. 


Monthly. London : 
Bagster and Sons. 18mo0. pp. 12. 
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STATISTICS. 


THE BAPTIST CHURCHES 


IN THE UNITED EMPIRE, 


As enumerated in the Annual Report of the Baptist Union, 1841; with the Addition of Churches 
formed subsequently, 
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Total number of Baptist Churches in the three kingdoms... 


VOL. V.—FOURTH SERIES, 
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Income and Expenpitur: of the principal Public Institutions connected with the Baptist 
Denomination during the year ending April, 1842. 


From the Report of the Baptist Union. 


MISSIONS. 
SOCIETIES. Formed. Income. Expenditure. 
F 5 f 38 Sah, ££ sea: 
Baptist Missionary Society .................. Wii) Ral eS Wee GUI eben al 
Baptist Home Missionary Society ......... 1797 Ses iil 7 Hs 7) 
Baptist: fristt Society.¢-.£20..-2..0s00)20-02. 1814 2A79 14 38 2,817 3 4 
General Baptist Missionary Society......... 1816 2,584 0 11 2,656) La 
Scottish Home Missionary Society ......... 1826 950 0 0 a) OO 
Baptist Colonial Society ........0......022... 1836 463 16 8 507 91 
Bible Translation Society..................... 1840 1,648 19 2 1,867 8 11 
COLLEGES. 
PLACES. Founded ee: Receipts Expenditure 
‘| Students. Pies P x 
Sec: He Se 
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(Slits) Siifey in, Soong se acccenhetenoe 340000 0p 1810 26 1,778 18 6 1755 18 0 
MISCELLANEOUS SOCIETIES. 
SOCIETIES. Founded. Objects. Receipts. Expenditure. 
an Mn ee aad, 
Baptist Fund... | 1717 | Education of Ministers, 
Assistance of Poor 
Churches, &c. ......... 2,701 8 2 2,583 0 7 
Baptist Magazine} 1809 | Relief of Ministers’ Wi 
GUO erne BBaoe, doe doe been Sbeae conaaanene 148 0 0 
Bath Society ...| 1816 | Support of Superannu- 
ated Ministers ......... 290 8 0 310 4 7 
Baptist Building ; 
und! jeeeees 1824 Erection of Chapels .... 661 14 6 750) TT 6 
New Selection..| 1829 | Relief of Widows and 
Orphans of Ministers 
and Missionaries:),.:.. |EaP..s.0.-cten.08 112 0 0 
Se SS SS ee oe eee Ln ee ee 
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OFFICERS OF OUR PRINCIPAL DENOMINATIONAL SOCIETIES. 
December, 1842. 


BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


Treasurer, William Brodie Gurney, Esq., Denmark Hill. 
Secretary, Rev. Joseph Angus, A.M., 6, Fen Court, Fenchurch Street. 
Collector, Mr, Boulton, 44, Essex Street, Strand. 


BAPTIST HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


Treasurer, J. R. Bousfield, Esq., 29, Finsbury Square. 
Secretary, Rey. Joshua Stephen Dayis, 16, Hemingford Terrace, Islington, 
Collector, Mr. W. Parnell, 26, Kingsland Crescent, Kingsland Road. 


BAPTIST IRISH SOCIETY. 


Treasurer, Charles Burls, Esq., 19, Bridge Street, Blackfriars. 
Secretary, Rey, Samuel Green, 61, Queen’s Row, Walworth. 
Collector, Mr, Kendrick, Took’s Court, Chancery Lane. 


BAPTIST COLONIAL MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


Treasurer, John Try, Esq., Montreal. 

Sub-Treasurer, J. U, Harwood, Esq., 26, Queen Street, Cheapside. 
Secretary, Rey. William Groser, 5, Gloucester Terrace, Hoxton. 
Collector, Mr. W. Parnell, 26, Kingsland Crescent, Kingsland Road, 


BAPTIST FUND. 

Treasurers, Joseph Gutteridge, Esq., Denmark Hill. 
W. L. Smith, Esq., Denmark Hill. 

Secretary, W. Paxon, Esq., 9, Gray’s Inn Terrace. 


BAPTIST BUILDING FUND, 


Treasurer, Joseph Fletcher, Esq., Shooter’s Hill. 

Secretaries, Rey. Charles Stovel, 5, Stebon Terrace, Philpot Street East. 
Rev. S. J. Dayis, 16, Hemingford Terrace, Islington. 

Solicitor, W. Paxon, Esq., 9, Gray’s Inn Terrace. 

Collector, Rey. C, Woollacott, 31, Gloucester Street, Queen’s Square. 


BAPTIST UNION. 


Treasurer, James Low, Esq., 30, Gracechurch Street. 
Secretaries, Rey. W. H. Murch, D.D., Stepney College. 
Rey. E. Steane, D.D., Champion Park, Camberwell, 
Rey. J. H. Hinton, A.M., 6, Finsbury Terrace, City Road. 


BIBLE TRANSLATION SOCIETY, 


Treasurer, J. H. Allen, Esq,, Brixton. 
Secretary, Rey, Edward Steane, D.D., Camberwell. 
Collector, Rev. G, Francies, 63, Walnut Tree Walk, Kennington Road. 


BATH SOCIETY FOR AGED MINISTERS. 


Treasurer, J. L, Phillips, Esq., Melksham, Wilts. 
Secretary, Rey. Joshua Russell, Melksham, Wilts. 
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BAPTIST CONTINENTAL AID SOCIETY, 


Treasurer, George Morton, Esq., Leeds, 
Secretary, James Richardson, Esq., Leeds. 


BAPTIST HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY FOR SCOTLAND. 


Treasurer, H. D. Dickie, Esq., 2, Newington Place, Edinburgh. 
Secretaries, Rev. J. A. Haldane, 34, Drummond Place, Edinburgh. 
R. Haldane, Esq. ditto. 


BAPTIST MAGAZINE. 


Treasurer, John Penny, Esq., Scotland Yard, Westminster. 
Editor, Rey. W. Groser, 5, Gloucester Terrace, Hoxton. 


SELECTION OF HYMNS. 


Treasurer and Secretary, A. Saunders, Esq., 170, Regent Street. 


BRISTOL COLLEGE, 


Theological Tutor, Rev. T. S. Crisp, Stoke’s Croft, Bristol. 
Classical Tutor, Rey. Edward Huxtable. 

Treasurer, . . R. Leonard, Esq., Bristol. 

Secretary, . . — Ashmead, Esq. 


BRADFORD COLLEGE, 


Theological Tutor, Rev. James Acworth, A.M., Little Horton, Bradford. 
Classical Tutor, Rey. Francis Clowes, Manningham Road, Bradford. 
Treasurer, . . W. Murgatroyd, Esq., Bradford. 
Secretaries, . . Rey. Henry Dowson, Bradford. 

Thomas Aked, Esq., Bradford. 


STEPNEY COLLEGE. 


Theological Tutor, Rev. W. H. Murch, D.D., Stepney. 

Classical and Mathematical Tutor, Rev. S, Tomkins, A.M., Stepney. 
Philosophical Tutor, Rev. F. W. Gotch, A.M., Stepney. 

Treasurer, W. B. Gurney, Esq., Denmark Hill, Camberwell. 

Secretaries, Rev. Joseph Angus, A.M., 6, Fen Court, Fenchurch Street. 

— Rey. Samuel Brawn, Loughton, Essex. 

Collector, Mr, George Robinson, Apollo Buildings, Kast Lane, Walworth. 


PONTYPOOL COLLEGE, 


Theological Tutor, Rev. Thomas Thomas, Pontypool, Monmouthshire. 
Classical Tutor, Rev. George Thomas, Pontypool. 
Treasurer, . . W. W. Phillips, Esq., Pontymoil, Pontypool. 
Secretaries, . . Rey. Stephen Price, Abersychan. 

Isaac Hiley, Esq., Varteg. 


ACCRINGTON COLLEGE, 


Theological Tutor, Rev. D. Griffiths, Accrington, Lancashire. 
Classical Tutor, Rev. J. Harbottle, Accrington. 
Rey. T. Dawson, Bacup, Lancashire. 


Treasurer, . 
Mr, R. Ward, Cloughfold, Lancashire. 


Secretary, . . 


pate ek 


666 


MINISTERS OF THE LONDON BAPTIST BOARD. 


Constituting one Section of the General 


Body of Dissenting Ministers of the Three Denomi- 


nations residing in and about the cities of London and Westminster; with the date of the 
year when each became a Member of the General Body, and their Addresses per post. 


Aldis; JObW,, cacaceessoss shassccccrasvses 1839 ...... 22, Dover Place, New Kent Road. 

Angus, Joseph, A.M. ...-secseesees LSSSieeer. 6, Fen Court, Fenchurch Street. 

Barnes, Woeeercecedmactvtavecsesstvesies 1842 ...... 5, Oriel Place, College Street, Chelsea. 

Belcher, Joseph .......2seeceeesereeees LBSUo en 6, Union Place, Blackheath Road, Greenwich. 

Belsher, William ..,....0e.e+eevees see PUSUS eeccre Norfolk Place, Greenwich, 

Bowes Wis Baccascessivecvvnsccsesseroae LSSGy Yavcis Blandford Cottage, 28, Alpha Road, 

Brawn, Samuel .,......cccsccesereeeees 1828.00 Loughton, Essex. 

O@stleden, JAMES .ccicccvccscccncsewes T8869 feces Hampstead. 

CU BFRG OC WEN recs cree ss catvesiccseceut 1838 ...+6 6, Northampton Square. 

OIE, etsy Ds LD cesexsess oe LB ae Hackney. 

PNIE OL ecncccedavecdievstraneiaeiian® 1889 «24. 2, Down Cottages, Shacklewell. 

Curtis, a ap Po eiclavas desePavpevcens® L839 reeds 22, Brooksby Walk, Homerton. 

PEVIC is Aig cactssinseenaenvankssnses 1820105 Tottenham. 

DAVIS, Bei Sein weicssnavdvsoss reas cevseenee LS37 | apsaes 16, Hemingford Terrace, Islington. 

BABTAT LIAVIC <occopsesecoas ovecinens a CN OOO a rachs 18, Gainsford Street, Horsleydown. 

Dickerson, CHU Gercevsssnerersreece- USB Qi cures 69, Greenfield Street, Commercial Road Hast. 

Douglas, Ji Jp kerervedeesersevresedeane USLOW eats. Mary Ann Street, St. George’s East. 

Dovey, Willittigs.......sscceecossecees VS28\ estas 3, Fort Place, Grange Road. 

BEV AG ES SUVMUIMANT Wes es se iess oes sveere. it. De 23, Aldenham Terrace, St. Pancras Road. 

PPAUCIER, CCOTLO cissecdocssecerneosss SSS arr: 63, Walnut Tree Walk, Kennington Road. 

MOMIGY At CE. osu Mesut tovekiesatrstecn 18416... Fs 29, Saville Place, Mile End Road. 

MSOC MY 1g OAc Les Scasetecersaege USE inca Stepney College. 

BEROGtr, FAINUGL: cen7, ode 1eecvcceacede ss SSD avepve 61, Queen’s Row, Walworth. 

Grroser, Williatai save. pescacesceetes 1840 ...... 5, Gloucester Terrace, Hoxton. 

Gundry, Jonathan.,.......0200.0000+006 1834 ...... Hendon. 

BiartON ody Lig cs Ls, aiesvcogctavorttone 1838 cya: 6, Finsbury Terrace, City Road. 

Jones, John Andrew.........ssessee0s 1886: 7.50 8, Buttesland Street, Hoxton. 

Watters, Wantel 2.0)..,0verevecacsdee IS4ta Hammersmith. ~ - 

Renipntords) Oliesscerstcsterastess case TS02 No oscs 29, Crosby Hall Chambers, Bishopsgate Street. 

WgeeMinize tas! Gre. csv civermetantreees LES clam cer Horseley Street, Walworth. 

Lewis, Berijamin ..2..01eecercecaes sce 1828 .,.... 56, Trinity Square, Borough. 

Mal Walliam.-\2,,cscesereseccvenen tes ES40 Jesh 6, Queen’s Row, Queen’s Road, Dalston. 

Moore, "Timothy <\..s.ss0-0-veedvvote 1838 ...... 19, Shakspeare’s Walk, Shadwell. 

Morel, VV. EL, DED ay. esr arcdee 1828) Sua Stepney College. 

orion, Willian 2.>..2saseesestteeseee. USSG locas 4, Compton Pie Islington. 

Over bury, Ho. Ws. cdnpcites seu, dc aece TSB5 Bosses 5, Wakefield Street, Regent Square, 

PGHCOC Kya) OHI, coescacecesesecccrecdoe WOR secs 7, Owen’s Row, St. John’s Street Road. 
BW EURE LOMAS sc. cusaccsacetorer ed Listy Pe nathe Peckham. 

Pritchard, Geox 1.2... .csecsderec ses LS arenes 4, York Place, Pentonville. 

Rothery, Joseph ...sesesecssrereeeees 1832; b 3.20, 6, Ashford Street, Hoxton. 

Bowinnds s0uiaei se eesroseesestapaes 1828 ....., 2, Princes Square, Wilson Street, Finsbury. 

Shenston, J: Baciearesensstissaraceass NBOOs 5 atex Acacia Cottage, Percy Road, Fulham, 

Smith, James...........+4. POPES Aer ee 1842 ...... 5, Brunswick Terrace, Trinity St. Southwark. 

Boule aM: Oy. scsussckssussemeuseres L338) crete Battersea. 

Steane, Edward, D.D. .............. 1824 .....% Camberwell. 

Stovel. Charles) (1... pcsecnnctveenvied PASSA scans 5, Stebon Terrace, Philpot Street East. 

Tomkins, Samuel, A.M. ............ PO2B a Stepney College. 

Upton, James... 5. -.....s.ee¥eenad deer JAS seats 48, Cotton Street, Poplar. 

WWieaxe, Th... cssssesenstcsnessen tect tie 1842 ...... Hampstead. 

Williams, William ...<0.s..scsse<sr sce i Real date a8 15, Frederick Street, Regent’s Park. 

Woollacott, Christopher .......,.... 1628s 31, Gloucester Street, Queen’s Square. 

Se PMN RUNAL 55t: Secvaracens anepies 1828) .;.... 4, Commercial Place, Old Kent Road. 


~~ 


INTELLIGENCE. 


CANADA. 
CANADA BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


The following extract from an address 
drawn up for circulation in Canada will give 
more distinct views of the society than are at 


present possessed, to some of our readers in 
Britain. 


_ “ A society was established in this country 
SIX or seven years ago, for the purpose of pro- 
moting the spiritual welfare of its inhabitants : 
its title is ‘The Canada Baptist Missionary 
Society,’ and it has received very material 
aid from baptist friends in Britain, It is 
working in three distinct channels: namely, 
1, Furnishing young men sent out by the 
churches with suitable education for ministe- 
rial Jabour. 2, Supplying destitute churches 
with ministers, assisting those which are un- 
able to support their pastors, and seeking out 
and occupying new stations for preaching the 
gospel. And, 3. Publishing a periodical pa- 
per for the purpose of circulating intelligence 
through every part of the united province. 
It has laboured incessantly from the first hour 
of its establishment, with great zeal and en- 
couraging success; and is now in a flourishing 
condition, increasing every year the sphere of 
its labours, and the extent of its influence. 
To render it fully efficient, however, it re- 
quires the general support of the denomina- 
tion throughout the land.” 


" EASTERN BAPTIST ASSOCIATION, 


From the minutes of the recent anniver- 
sary of this body, held in Townsend, June 17 
and 18, we are happy to learn that the past 
year was one of signal prosperity in the 
churches. ‘The statistical table shows a clear 
increase of three hundred members. 

The following resolutions passed at the 
meeting. 


“© Resolyed,— That the ‘Register’ published in 
Montreal, is conducted with a spirit that we highly 
approve, and we recommend its more extensive pa- 
tronage among us. 

“ Resolved,—That we consider it the duty of all 
our baptist brethren in Canada west, located and 
cireumstanced as they are, to unite in missionary 
efforts separate from the Canada Baptist Missionary 
Society ; at the same time we highly approve of the 
exertions now making by that society in the dissemi- 
nation of truth. 

“ Resolyed,—That this association would express 
their gratitude to God for the liberality manifested 
by the Canada Baptist Missionary Society towards 
the aborigines of our country. The project of aiding 
them to support the ministry, &c., meets our warm, 
hearty, and entire concurrence. : 

“ Resolvyed,—That in the opinion of this associa- 
tion, it is desirable that a proper person should be 
obtained to take the charge of one of our sister 
churches, and at the same time give instruction to 
our young brethren in the ministry, and candidates 
for the same, in English grammar, penmanship, and 
biblical theology. 


Names of sigislBls ‘ 
S/2/8|2\% a3 
eo Sel ig Sid] sa 

Churches. alo|a)e|/s|s]3 5 
ale lselalmlalaz 

Ancaster ... ... ave illges ||Pcaelie are nae 39 
Beamsville a eter Spas 1] 119 
Beverly ... ...... Bye 2 he Qa Sa eae 45 
Burford feu ee aU eas 1 1 59 
Blenheim ... .., oot AZ edeil lies 16 
Ist Brantford...) 5| 2 1 5-|| 3 | 2 81 
2nd Brantford..| ... 2 2 & 24 
Grantham ...... 33 3 2 2 1 64 
Be aalll oss yl it 65 
Ba ee alles 43 
St. George ...... Nlebee tt cast | cel] a Meee 86 
St. Catherine’s| 2] ... al ON erent ses 21 
SIMEOCH cy rare!) LOU DS ies 8 ll peas ocka 68 
Sherbrooke....., biases sans, Ih encwniges 61 
Ist. Townsend..:|"d-|=... | 2) 6h SV 2 i 172 
2nd Townsend | ... Dulles 1 1 2 61 
Walpole ... ... 42| 3 34 Sol 88 
Oakland zeoy fl 2 Zi - De) Wk be 
Rainham ... Toe 1} 2 49 
Waterloo ... T6585 4| 6 46 
Queenston.. 54). 7 seog [beac 1 69 
Tuscarora 
Total ... |330 | 87 | 8 | 74} 40} 8 |1393 


OTTAWA BAPTIST ASSOCIATION. 


The seventh anniversary meetings of this 
association were held with the church in Mon- 
treal, on February 9th and 10th, 1842. 

Brother Girdwood was chosen to act as se- 
cretary for the ensuing year, as well as for the 
annual meeting, to whom any communica- 
tions relative to the association may be sent. 

A list of the ministers and messengers was 
then made out, and applications for admission 
from five churches were received and agreed 
to; and it was resolved that the next meeting 
of the association should be held with the 
church in Montreal, on the second Wednesday 
of February, 1843. 


Statistics of the Churches in Association, Feb. 1842. 
Solel 
ro) eR S\aly oS 
Churches. Pastors. [S/8) |2|5 3\23 
12/3815 13/2’ 
Dale |e le oS 
AlBIAlSlE alae, 
ee ——$$—_— | —|— | —| —| — |—|———_ 
lBreadalbane |W. Fraser ... |-..| 3 6 1) 136 
Montreal ... |J. Girdwood . | 6/13 BI cafe 92 
Chatham J. Edwards, jn.| 1j...}...) 4 74 
Potite INAtOn Sica coe coe, wet lere|e-nlcnclenelenst Ui ake 
GEPAMELGWS Voce ccc cee cos ceclersless|seelace| Bleen] 2D 
Osgoode D. M‘Phail ...| 1+ 7}...!...| 1] 1] 78 
Laprairie ... |e. coe cre vee ceefere|ee WN TDi thes ieee We 
Indian Lands }.0. cc. cee cee coe fees|ere| eee 50 
Beckwith ... 80 
Kingston ... 30 
Clarence and 
Pochaberssclsca cee vor cers anol Olinve|isierlaaslactleral, 26 
Baton, 2s WAS GUILOS) cae fle\(ome'llane|tne|lara aorui te9 0) 
Stanstead ... /Eld.S.B. Ryder} 2)...) 1) 1)...}...] 13 
Barnston ‘A. ER. House }...).-.-.f.e-eseleee| LOS 
South Gower |P. M‘Donald. | 9} 2 ieee 2A 
Stanbridge ...|F. Bosworth...|...| 1 Dl Az, 
Total ... |46/32) 3/19) 3) 5) $09 
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LONG POINT BAPTIST ASSOCIATION. 


We are happy to learn from the minutes 
of this body, that the churches in the western 
corner of Canada generally enjoyed prosperity 
during the past year. The yearly meeting 
was held in Bayham at the beginning of June. 
The table of statistics shows an increase of 
332 by baptism. 

« Resolyed,—That we recommend to the churches 
the cordial support of the baptist-college at Montreal, 
at least till one is erected in the upper part of the 
province.” 


} 
| 
| 


; ;/tls 
Names of S| 8) 3| 32) ¢ 25 
S/S] 8] 4 3 ee 
S/e|3/8/5/3] ae 
Churches. a| > Sala! ci s$|e8 
lalim@iagl|Aalw|alag 
}Bayham ... ... or 1 2| 49 
Ist Charlotville| 2 3 10 1 76 
2nd Charlotyille) 73 d/ 1 3 1 | 119 
Carradoc ... ... 4 sie Bae 31 
Chatham ... ... 04s h cage dil een avi 9 
Gosfield... ... ...| 43 8 ie! es 2 1 
FEAUGHEON oo. coe] oes | gee | cre | see | coe] cee 88 
(0) ae 3 Blase L heey 58 
Middleton... ... ll 21 1 vil 
Malahide ... ... 12 5 1 1 Lainey 43 
Ist Norwich ...| 1 AMY ey tl coca | ee 3 92 
2nd Norwich ...) ... Cored Peers | lacer pein | ost 34 
PRAPOUIES age cel | Ot ee hae (ere csl| IRACce)| [act 32 
Ist Oxford... .... 33 2 7 5 1 2 73 
2nd Oxford . ...| 4 46 id 54 
St. Thomas... ...| 32 7 4 86 
African Church, 

St. Thomas...| 2 | ... Bi ace BEY Io 16 
Southwold... ...) ... ner Oral acral hy 42 
Walsingham ...| 41 El) GS Zell) atl aL. 
Westminster... 11 et Drill eee 1 23 
lst Yarmouth .| 4 Been Gad A i Ree 54 
2nd Yarmouth.| 6)|.../ 1 4 50 
CANE cse axe wre OO Oto Lites 2 72 
|*Bozanquet ...| ... rhs 21 
*Deerham ...... ees | ier bese \acoteat hertah csseien jae! 
FUOTCHORLOY <28/) 001 | sc0t}) ser] meena ear 17 

ee ee ee ee 
Total ... |332 | 57 | 24 |109 | 12 | 16 |1444 
{ | | 


* These churches were received into the Associa- 
tion this year. 


THE TUSCARORA INDIANS. 


Our readers will remember, in our number 
for July (pp. 364—366), an interesting ac- 
count of these aborigines, who reside on their 
lands situated on the Grand River, in the 
Gore district, about nine miles below Brant- 
ford. The following is some of the intelli- 
gence that has been published respecting them 
subsequently in the Montreal Register. 

June 8. 

“From a private letter written by our able 
and respected friend, Rey. Newton Bosworth, 
we have been allowed to take the following 
interesting extract. It is cheering to find 
that the converts among the Tuscaroras haye 
multiplied, notwithstanding priestly intimida- 
tion; and that their case is exciting much at- 
tention and sympathy among the friends of 


religious liberty generally, as well as among 
the baptists, 


INTELLIGENCE. 


“ While I was at Brantford an Indian 
preacher (Mr, Cusick) preached there, to 
make a collection in behalf of a meeting 
house for the Tuscarora Indians. One of the 
chiefs and his son, with several other Indians, 
were at the meeting, and after the sermon 
sung a hymn in their own language: the 
singing was beautiful, both as to tune, taste, 
and time. The chief, his son, and the 
preacher, were with me a long time, both be- 
fore and after the service, and I endeavoured 
to render them what assistance I could. It 
is a most interesting case. On Tuesday I 
went down, in company with Mr. Whitham, 
to their village (Tuscarora), between eight 
and nine miles from Brantford, in a lonely 
situation on the margin of the Grand River, 
where it was expected that several would be 
baptized. We arrived too late to witness this 
public profession of faith in Christ on the 
part of nine persons, but found the people, at 
the suggestion of Elder Miner, who adminis- 
tered the ordinance, waiting for us in groups 
on the green around the place of meeting. 
We soon entered the house, and i told the 
people, through the interpreter, that before 
the service commenced I should like to have 
from them a confirmation of the statements 
contained in Mr. Read’s letter in ‘The Re- 
gister’ for May 10, that I might have it in 
my power to say that they, as well as the 
writer, knew them to be true. Holding the 
paper in my hand, I took the facts stated in 
the letter, one by one, and putting them into 
as few and plain words as possible, requested 
the interpreter to present them to the assem- 
bly, for their denial or affrmation.. This was 
done, and the result was a confirmation of 
the whole. The worship commenced by the 
Indians singing one of their hymns in their 
usual beautiful style. Mr. Miner prayed, and 
I gave a short address, which was translated 
in sentences by the interpreter; and Mr, 
Cusick concluded in prayer. As the people 
continued waiting, I told them that their 
case had excited considerable attention all 
around; and that if they continued stedfast, 
and conducted themselves in a Christian 
spirit, ‘not rendering railing for railing, but 
contrariwise, blessing,’ they would meet with 
support and assistance. I exhorted them to 
be industrious, and do all they could for them- 
selves, assuring them that their Christian 
friends would not forsake them or suffer them 
to be borne down by persecution; above all, 
to trust in God, and walk according to his 
truth. I told them that a magistrate,—not a 
baptist,—to whom I had mentioned their 
case, gave me a donation for them; that in 
addition to what had been collected at Brant- 
ford, some friends had engaged to furnish 
glass and putty for the windows, and others 
had promised to make the sashes for their 
chapel. Mr. Cusick wants to compile, trans- 
late, and print a hymn-book for them: we 


INTELLIGENCE. 


have been talking about the best method of 
doing it. When he has prepared it we can 
advise him more effectually. Before I left 
the interpreter told me his plough had been 
taken away by the clergyman, because he 
would remain with the baptists. This, and 
some other particulars, I took down in writ- 
ing, on the spot, with the names of the wit- 
nesses, and read over what I had written in 
their hearing, so that there should be no mis- 
take or wrong statement.” 
July 13. 


“Tt appears from letters newly received 
from our brethren Landon and Miner, that 
the converts among this interesting people 
continue to multiply. Ona recent occasion 
thirteen more were baptized, making now an 
Indian church of eighty-three members, of 
whom seven are Onandagas, five Senecas, four 
Cayugas, and four Mohawks. The rest are 
Tuscaroras, except two or three whites con- 
nected with them by marriage. The situation 
of these helpless conyerts claims the sympathy 
of our friends here and in Britain; and we 
are confident they shall not be left destitute 
and unprotected. The Canada Baptist Mis- 
sionary Society has taken up their cause, and 
will use every endeayour to interest others in 
their behalf. 

September 7. 

“ Mr. Miner has recently sent an interesting 
communication, from which we gather the 
following particulars respecting this tribe. 

“ The prospects on the whole are cheering. 
The church meeting on Saturday, Sept. 3rd, 
was a season long to be remembered with joy. 
There was an evident growth in humility, 
brotherly love, and Christian zeal. A pious 
mother and her two little daughters were 
there, fully resolved to walk in the narrow 
path. ‘Their tears of joy evinced the delight 
of their hearts. A man, whose wife and three 
children had been previously baptized, pre- 
sented himself as a candidate for baptism. 
The manner in which he did this was a source 
of unspeakable joy to his wife and children, 
and also to the church. 

“ Lord’s day was a season of interest and 
profit to all. In the ordinance of baptism 
and the Lord’s supper, in the public worship, 
and especially in the evening prayer meeting, 
the tokens of God’s presence and power were 
manifest. But although their heavenly Father 
smiles upon them, they are still subject to 
trials from without. Some evil-disposed per- 
sons endeavour to persuade them that the 
baptist denomination will not help them; but 
these are parties who either know not, or 
affect not to know, the indomitable persever- 
ance of the baptists. 

«“ There is a loud call for the permanent 
settlement of a missionary among them. The 
want of a chapel is much felt. To obtain aid 
in finishing one which had been partly erected, 
Elder Miner visited Boston settlement. The 
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people very cheerfully promised to furnish all 
the lumber that would be required; or, if it 
could be got nearer, they would sell neat 
stock to pay for it. It is supposed that 
£37 10s. would finish this erection, which is 
thirty-five feet by twenty-five. The church 
now numbers ninety-six. Among them absti- 
nence is making progress. 

“* Tt is gratifying to find that a pagan tribe 
of Indians, about six miles below Tuscarora, 
sent for Elder Miner to preach to them the 
glorious gospel. He went; and they heard 
with marked attention. A good work is be- 
gun. Some have given evidence of having 
experienced a saving change; and four have 
been buried with Christ in baptism. These, 
it is hoped, are the first fruits of an abundant 
and glorious harvest. This delightful work 
originated with some individuals that had 
come up to Tuscarora during the awakening. 

“ Truly God is doing great things for this 
oppressed race, for which we are glad.” 


EMIGRATION TO CANADA. 


Office of Her Mayjesty’s Chief Agent for Emi- 
grants, in Canada. 
Quebee, October 22, 1842. 
Number of Emigrants arrived at this port 
during the week ending this date. 


Steerage. 
From England . é AQ 
Ireland . 5 . 5 ' 2 32 
Scotland ‘ 2 5 : S 3 
Lower Ports . é s P : : 0 
77 

Cabin passengers, not included in the 

above a r “ “ 3 es, 

Previously reported - 594 43699 
612 43776 
To corresponding period last year . és . 28279 
Increase in favour of 1842 . 15497 


DENMARK, 
EARLY HISTORY OF THE BAPTIST CHURCH. 


A narrative written in prison by Peter 
Charles Ménster, contained in the Montreal 
Register of October 26th, gives a fuller ac- 
count than we have previously seen of the 
origin and early history of our brethren in 
Copenhagen and its neighbourhood. Know- 
ing the interest felt among our readers in 
these persecuted servants of our Lord, we 
believe that we shall conform to their wishes 
in transcribing it, though some of the facts 
are already known to them; and as the titles 
prefixed to the paragraphs may be useful, we 
copy them also, though we suppose that they 
are from the pen, not of the writer of the 
narrative, but of the editor of the Register: 

41 
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Separation from the State Church. 


In the beginning of the nineteenth century, 
Denmark was, as well as most of the other 
countries of Europe, except the British Isles, 
sunk in the deepest infidelity and forgetful- 
ness of God, Few or none dared to confess 
the Saviour crucified and arisen from the 
dead ; and only here and there some old 
people sighed to him in secret. Then the 
Lord awakened from among the people some 
witnesses, mostly of the citizens and pea- 
santry, who, in spite of derision and persecu- 
tion, preached faith and repentance; and by 
their cries awakened many in the old totter- 
ing state church from their sleep of security. 
By this some of the sleeping clergy were also 
awakened, and preached Christ in sincerity, 
and others pretended to do so. 

Among the serious clergymen there were 
some who had a decidedly papistical ten- 
dency, who rejected the sacred scriptures, and 
set up the apostolical creed, together with a 
renunciation of the devil, as the only rule 
and standard of faith. When I awoke out 
of my spiritual slumber, in which I had slept 
till my thirty-eighth year, I became attached 
to this party, because I considered it as a 
contrast to the Danish Lutheran state church, 
which, in part, appeared to be built of hay 
and straw, and whose doctrines and rites, ex- 
cepting only the justification by faith, 1 could 
not make tally with the sacred scriptures, 


which I took to be the right guide in the way | 


of life. As the above-mentioned party con- 
stantly threatened to separate itself from the 
state church, which was rationalistic in its 
doctrines, or indifferent, I sympathized thus 
far with it, and was, by daily conversation, in 
such a degree contaminated by its doctrines, 
that I endeavoured to propagate them, as 
well in my own circle as by journeys under- 
taken for that purpose. May the Lord par- 
don me this error! [ did it unwittingly. 

In the year 1835, I came from the pro- 
vinces to Copenhagen, where I settled with 
my family, entertaining the belief that the 
separation from the state church must begin 
here. Here, by daily conversation, I became 
more intimately acquainted with this party of 
the “baptismal compact,” as it was called; 
and in a colloquy with one of the ablest min- 
isters of this party, I expressed some doubts 
concerning the apostolical genuineness and 
validity of infant baptism ; to which he re- 
plied, that it had been sanctioned by the 
church, and was accordingly right, whether it 
was biblical or not. 


Apostolical Succession in Denmark. 


_ Besides, he dissuaded me from scriptural 
inguiry, alleging that the Bible could only be 
understood by clergymen, who, by the laying 
on of hands, had received the Holy Ghost, by 
which they, as successors to the apostles, 
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were rendered infallible in this doctrine. I 
farther considered the fruits of faith in this 
party, and found that they were far from 
being love; nay more, I did not find this in- 
dispensable fruit of faith in myself, but rather 
implacableness and love of contention. I, 
as well as my wife and sister in the Lord, 
did now awaken with borror and disgust, 
both for ourselves and the doctrine to which 
we had been addicted, which had no other 
authority than the word and subtilty of man. 
I retired into solitude, took my Bible again, 
and prayed to God for the guidance of his 
Holy Ghost to the knowledge of the truth. 
Just as much as the afore-mentioned party 
had been well-disposed to me before, it now 
became hostile ; and, with the exception of a 
few friends whom I in conversation had con- 
vinced that it was erroneous to build on hu- 
man devices instead of the word of God, I 
was now hated and forsaken by my former 
friends, who in every place declared me to be 
a heretic, who ought not even to be greeted 
by any one. 

I now resolved, together with the few 
friends I had, under the assistance and guid- 
ance of God, to secede from the state church, 
and establish a congregation according to the 
word of God in the apostolical manner; but 
although we had rightly and clearly received 
the word (except in as far as our own baptism 
was concerned), I always thought that some- 
thing was still wanting. It also appeared to 
me that I had no sufficient vocation or ability 
to accomplish the Lord’s work, of so great an 
importance ; and I fervently prayed to God, 
that he would send us a man who might 
guide us to the perfect knowledge of the 
truth. The Lord heard my prayer, and sent 
brother Kobner from Hamburgh, who, on a 
missionary journey in Denmark, had heard 
mention made of me as a man entertaining 
the same views as himself. He called upon 
me, and explained more exactly to me the 
way of God; and told me of the baptists in 
England, North America, and Germany. 


Peter Chr, Monster appointed Bishop in 
Copenhagen. 


I, together with the few friends I had, now 
resolved, after the departure of brother Kob- 
ner, to request brother Oncken, pastor to the 
baptist congregation in Hamburgh, to come 
hither on purpose to baptize us and arrange 
our community according to the manner 
of the English baptists, conformably to 
holy scripture. This beloved brother came, 
accompanied by brother Kobner ; and we, 
eleven in number, were baptized ; from the 
27th to the 30th of October, 1839, the com- 
munity was established, and I chosen as its 
superintendent [bishop or pastor]. Brothers 
Oncken and Kobner returned to Hamburgh, 
accompanied by our most fervent prayers and 
thanks to the Father who had sent them, 
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and whose children we also, through grace, 
had become. 

A certain master of arts, one of the most 
zealous supports of the afore-mentioned party, 
who soon discovered our secession from the 
state church, inasmuch as we had been bap- 
tized, wrote in a paper edited by himself an 
untrue and scoffing statement of the fact ; 
thereby giving an occasion to all the low 
prints to assail the small new-born commu- 
nity with the most indecent and insulting 
expressions ; caricatures, lampoons, and lewd 
songs, were cried out for sale in the streets, 
and offered to us in our own houses. Bishops, 
priests, and police, now also buckled on their 
armour, and it appeared as if our little ark 
was to be buried alive in this deluge: but, 
under God’s protection, it floated boldly on 
the foaming waves, 


Adolph Monster. 


During this tumult my brother, the Gra- 
duate A. Monster (whom God had given me 
grace before to convince of the truth in 

Christ), arrived from Jutland, with his bride, 
in order to be examined in theology, to qua- 
lify himself for a ministerial office in the 
state church. Being tutor in a family in 
Horsens, a town in Jutland, he had several 
times preached in the church, and this had 
occasioned several citizens and a clergyman 
to collect four hundred rigsbank dollars, by 
subscription, for my brother, as an assistance 
to him, who had no fortune, to defray the 
expenses of the theological examination. He 
took lodgings in my house, and soon wit- 
nessed those scenes in the streets; and, when 
I told him of the cause, he fell a musing, and 
could not conceive if our doing was of the 
evil one, as our adversaries pretended, that 
the devil would be so stupid as to act in op- 
position to himself, and concluded accordingly 
that our secession was the Lord’s work. We 
conversed frequently on this subject; he 
searched the scriptures in fervent prayer, was 
persuaded, and set out for Hamburgh in the 
summer of 1840; received baptism from 
brother Oncken. and returned with joy to our 
small community, who received him with a 
cordial and fraternal rejoicing. On his jour- 
ney he had passed through Horsens, and re- 
nounced the above-mentioned assistance, and 
stated to the subscribers his reasons for this 
step. 

Persecution by the Police. 


One month after our community had been 
established, the Board of Chancery ordered 
the police to subject every one of the mem- 
bers of our congregation to an examination; 
and during these examinations we gained the 
esteem and good-will of the judge and police 
magistrate in such a degree that, although the 
Chancery enjoined us by severe threats of | 


banishment and incarceration to give up our 
meetings, which soon were numerously at- 
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tended, and although the police were directed 
to disperse these, they still did not prevent 
us from continuing them, as well as the dis- 
tribution of the Lord’s supper. Several be- 
lievers, and among these my brother’s wife, 
applied for baptism; and brother Oncken, 
accompanied by brother Kobner, came at our 
desire to Copenhagen, though such a journey 
was one of some danger, since both had been 
made outlaws in Denmark, on account of 
their Christianity. Brother Oncken baptized 
ten persons, and, at the desire of the congre- 
gation, ordained me as the future teacher and 
superintendent. I could not, indeed, with- 
out scruples and hesitation, accept this im- 
portant office, considering my own infirmity; 
but then I reflected, the Lord got the weak 
Peter fashioned to his liking. The arm of 
the Lord is still not shortened; he will also 
strengthen thee by his Holy Ghost. I ac- 
cordingly accepted the call, which, as I have 
experienced, came from God. May he give 
me grace to administer it to his glory, and 
the good of the congregation. 


Rasmus Jorgenson appointed Bishop in 
Langeland. 


As soon as the bishop and the rest of the 
state church clergy were apprised of this, 
they again exhorted the Board of Chancery 
to persecute us: new examinations were in- 
stituted, and our assemblies dispersed. In 
the mean time, brothers Oncken and Kobner 
had, pursuant to invitation, gone to Lange- 
land, and baptized there, and founded a small 
community, on the 11th of September, 1840; 
my wife, my brother, and his wife, were pre- 
sent. Rasmus Jorgenson, a freehold farmer, 
was chosen to be superintendent (bishop or 
pastor) for this congregation, ad interim. 


Foltved appointed Bishop in Aalborg. 


Immediately after my friends returned 
from Langeland, I went, pursuant to invita- 
tion, to Aalborg, in Jutland ; and having ex- 
amined those who believed there, I baptized 
them, and established a community. Folt- 
ved, a non-commissioned officer, was made 
its superintendent (bishop or pastor) ad in- 
terim. I then passed through Jutland, and 
at Horsens met my brother, who had under- 
taken this journey partly on occasion of 
establishing temperance societies, and there I 
learned that the Board of Chancery had sent 
warrants to all magistrates, ordering them to 
apprehend and arrest me. My brother and 
I, having preached the word of God in Jut- 
land, then proceeded across Funen and 
Langeland,—where I, through holy baptism, 
added some to the congregation,—to the 
western parts of Sealand; and, having there 
testified of the truth, we arrived in Copen- 
hagen, under the gracious protection of the 
Lord, who always made the persecutor come 
too late, thus allowing us time to do his work, 
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Adolph Monster appointed Bishop in 
Copenhagen. 


Shortly after, it was intimated to my wife 
and my brother that they must not leave Co- 
penhagen, and a menace was added, “ that if 
they were found beyond the precincts of the 
city they would be arrested.” I, on the con- 
trary, Was required to give a promise of re- 
maining in town, and of abstaining from 
intercourse with the congregation. But, as I 
could not give such a promise, I was, on the 
2nd of December in the same year, incarcer- 
ated in a rigorous prison, where even my 
wife, during more than half a year, was not 
allowed access to me, except for one moment, 
in the presence of a police officer, In this 
prison I remained one year, wanting eight 
days. My brother was chosen by the con- 
gregation to be its superintendent (bishop or 
pastor) ad interim ; and, although the assem- 
blies were now constantly dispersed by the 
police, still some were continually added to 
the congregation; but now the Board of 
Chancery, at the request of the clergy, caused 
all the members of the congregation to be 
subjected to fresh examinations, and my bro- 
ther was also imprisoned on the 19th of May, 
1841. Inthe mean time, a little more liberty 
was granted to me in my prison, so that I 
was enabled by letter to strengthen and com- 
fort the distressed congregation, which con- 
tinued to meet in small parties at their several 
houses, breaking the bread with one another; 
and brother P. Ryding was chosen to admin- 
ister the Lord’s supper. Ryding is now the 
servant (deacon) of the congregation. I had 
gradually gained the love and good-will, as 
well of the superior as the inferior superin- 
tendents of the prison; and I was permitted 
to distribute tracts amongst the prisoners, 
which proved not fruitless, Strangers who 
were not of the congregation were allowed to 
visit me ; I could thus myself try the cate- 
chumens who had applied for baptism; and 
I chose, according to Acts x. 48, F. Penlike 
to perform the external act of baptism; and 
thus the congregation continued to increase. 

A renowned English lady, Mrs. Fry, and 
her brother, Mr. Gurney, came to Copen- 
hagen. They visited us in the prison, and 
pleaded our cause with their majesties the 
king and the queen, with whom they had 
great influence; but the clergy, exerting their 
power through the Chancery, baffled all their 
philanthropic efforts, although the king and 
the queen personally continued to be fayour- 
ably inclined towards us. 


Ordination in u Prison. 


Our dear brethren, the English delegates, 
pastors Giles and Dowson,—whose self-sacri- 
ficing efforts for our liberty and encouraging 
brotherly love never will be obliterated in 
the hearts of the Danish baptists,—came also 


to this place, and by their arrival the best of 


INTELLIGENCE. 


the Danish people were roused to sympathy 
in our cause; and among these a rare Lu- 
theran and an amiable, liberal Christian, Mr. 
R., who has assisted us with great good- 
will. My brother and I now obtained more 
liberty in the prison, and even the congrega- 
tion was now permitted to visit us; thus I 
ordained brother Rasmus Jorgenson in the 
prison where he visited me, constituting him 
a missionary, in order that baptism might be 
administered both in Langeland and Funen. 
I likewise ordained brother Ryding to be a 
servant (deacon) of the congregation, accord- 
ing to its desire. 

Immediately after the departure of Messrs. 
Giles and Dowson the persecution broke out 
anew, inasmuch as the brethren Ryding and 
Penlike were also arrested, and the meetings 
constantly dispersed by the police. ‘The go- 
vernment repeatedly offered to set me at 
large, if I would enter into certain stipula- 
tions which my conscience would not sanc- 
tion: but I continued to examine the 
catechumens, and cause baptism to be ad- 
ministered; and thus the congregation in- 
creased during my imprisonment to upwards 
of ninety persons. Destitute of fortune as 
we all are, it was a heavy affliction to us, not 
only to find ourselves ruined in our civil capa- 
city, through the long imprisonment, but also 
to be plunged deeper and deeper in debt, 
with our families, without any prospect of 
paying, as the congregation consists of poor 
people, who with difficulty can earn their 
own sustenance. But the Lord, who is a 
helper in distress, opened the hearts of our 
English and American brethren in our need, 
so that in this respect, too, we were also pro- 
vided for. 

At last the Supreme Court pronounced its 
sentence on the 23rd of November, 1841; by 
which I, my brother, and Ryding, were ad- 
judged to pay a considerable fine, besides 
prison and law-suit expenses. My brother 
and I were released, and Ryding and Penlike 
a month later; but a new criminal action 
had already been instituted against them. 
Shortly after this, my brother and I had an 
audience of his majesty the king, which, how- 
ever, was of no further utility than this: that 
his majesty assured us of his personal good- 
will and esteem; but threatened us with a 
fresh imprisonment in case we continued to 
baptize, &e. 

I now began to hold public meetings, and 
I baptized such catechumens as had waited 
for our release. These meetings became so 
crowded that I found myself under the ne- 
cessity of discontinuing them for a short time 
for want of room ; as the wanton mob, not 
lacking instigation, began to disquiet us, 


Recent information respecting these inte- 
resting servants of Christ was given in our 
last number. See page 588. Ep. 
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ASSOCIATIONS. 
BERKS AND WEST MIDDLESEX, 


An account of the annual meeting of this 
“ association of fourteen churches appeared in 
our number for August, page 430. We have 
now the pleasure to add the numerical state- 
ment for the year, of which we were not then 
in possession. 


Baptized ‘ . . ai 
Received by letter . . - 17 
Restored . : i . » 

— 96 
Decrease, by death +» 23 
Dismissed . 17 
Excluded v. 

— 47 
Clear increase - 49 
Number of members . 1293 
Sunday school teachers 177 
Scholars 3 5 ¢ 1157 
Village stations . : : * .3¢ 
Village preachers 5 2 SE 


HERTS AND SOUTH BEDS. 


This association, consisting of eight churches, 
held its meeting at Hemel Hempstead, May 
27th. It issued an address, on the Claims of 
Christian Churches upon their respective Mem- 
bers, written by the Rev. W. Upton, but 
without any breviates, excepting an announce- 
ment that the next annual meeting will be 
held at Leighton Buzzard, in May, 1843, and 
the following statistics. 


Received by profession . Ae hey 
By letter ‘ - = me 

— 93 
Decrease, by death r aes! 
Dismissed . 7 - oo 15 
Withdrawn . z : = 
Excluded ° > -14 

— 49 
Clear increase 5 : - 44 
Number of members - 1104 
Sunday scholars .- . 1554 
Village stations - < 17 


NOTTINGHAM AND DERBY. 


Fourteen churches constitute this associa- 
tion. The annual meeting was held at Derby, 
May 17th. Mr. Edwards was chosen mode- 
rator. The circular letter is on the Principles 


of Dissent. The following is the numerical 
account. 
Baptized 5 . 201 
Received by letter : 5 AG 
Restored C a8 
— 225 
Removed by death ® Bel! 
Dismissed . : ; ele 
Withdrawn . : rc Stet 
Excluded, _ ; ‘ a AD 
— 68 oh 
Clear increase “ 157 
Number of members . 1461 
Scholars “ zl . 2018 
Teachers 309 
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WORCESTERSHIRE, 


This association, consisting of ten churches, 
met at Pershore, July 12 and 13. Messrs. 
Crowe, Edwards, and Overbury of London 
preached. The following resolutions were 
passed : 


“ Resolyed,—That the ministers of this association 
will endeavour to promote an increased sale of the 
Baptist Magazine in their respective churches, on 
account of the important information it contains in 
reference to our own denomination, and the beneyo- 
lent objects to which its profits are devoted. 

“ Resolyed,—That this association, having learned 
with deep sorrow that attempts are still made to 
detract from the reputation of our highly esteemed 
brother Knibb and his fellow-labourers, together 
with the churches over which they preside in the 
West Indies, we take this opportunity of declaring 
and recording our undiminished confidence in the 
wisdom and integrity of those valued and justly ho- 
noured individuals and churches.” 


The statistics for the year stand thus: 


Baptized 5 . 174 
Received by letter . - 28 
Restored . : * 10 

— 212 
Dead : ; . F reewie2 
Dismissed . : 5 - 22 
Resigned F - : ~ 
Excluded ° » 29) 

— 48 
Clear increase 164 
Number of members 884 
Scholars 7 1150 
Village stations 39 


The next annual meeting of the associa- 
tion is to be held at Worcester, on the second 
Tuesday and Wednesday in July, 1843, 


NORTHERN ASSOCIATION. 


The last meetings of this association were 
held at Brough, Westmoreland, in Whitsun- 
week, when the usual routine of business was 
transacted. The executive committee pre- 
sented a report of their proceedings during 
the past year, detailing the carrying out of 
the resolutions of the previous meeting held 
at North Shields, &c. The report was re- 
ceived and adopted, and the committee re- 
appointed for the year ensuing, consisting of 
the Rev. R. Pengilly, secretary; Messrs. H. 
A. Wilkinson, Robert Craggs, and James 
Potts of Newcastle; and the Rey. J. D. 
Carrick, and Mr. John Rennison of North 
Shields. The association adopted a petition 
to the House of Lords, of which the follow- 
ing is the substance : 

“ That in the opinion of your petitioners, the en- 
forcement of oaths against the consciences of any 
persons, whatever may be their religious denomina- 
tion, is highly injurious to the religion, morality, and 
well-being of the community. Your petitioners, 
therefore, humbly and earnestly pray your lordships 
to make provision that no person, of any religious 
denomination, who shall object on religious grounds 
to the taking of an oath, may be required so to 
do, for any purpose or on any occasion what- 
sovever; and that in all cases in which an oath is 
now required, the declaration or promise of a per- 
son who shall so object, may haye the same legal 
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effect as an oath, in giving validity to evidence, in 
qualifying for public offices and professions, and in 
all other respects: the falsehood of a declaration, or 
the breach of a promise made in lieu of an oath, 
being made punishable in the same manner as per- 


jury.” 


This petition was signed by David Douglas, 
moderator, on behalf of the association, and 
transmitted to the right hon, Lord Denman 
for presentation. 

We have not obtained the numerical ac- 
count of this association, 


CORNWALL, 


This association has not printed this year 
any circular letter. We have been favoured 
with the following resolution, passed by the 
brethren at the annual meeting : 


“ Resolved, —That the improved manner in 
which the Baptist Magazine is now conducted, and 
the important objects it seeks to promote, most 
fully entitle it to the attention and support of the 
churches, and that the secretary be requested to in- 
form its editor that the ministers and messengers 
now present will endeavour to promote its increased 
circulation.” 


SUFFOLK AND NORFOLK OLD ASSOCTATION,. 


The annual meeting of this association was 
held at Eye, in the county of Suffolk, on 
Tuesday and Wednesday the 7th and 8th of 
June, 1842. The secretary, the Rev. C. 
Elven, states that the number of churches in 
this association is fifteen, and that the total 
number added by baptism during the past 
year was 100; that the services were all nu- 
merously attended; that it was gratifying 
to obserye an increasing desire among the 
churches to promote missionary objects, both at 
home and abroad ; and that it is with pleasure 
they testify that the brethren in the ‘* New 
Association” are cordially co-operating with 
them in this good work. The following reso- 
lution was unanimously adopted. 

“That the ministers and messengers of the Suffolk 
and Norfolk Association of baptist churches, deeply 
sympathizing with their missionary brethren in Ja- 
maica in their late very trying circumstances, hereby 
beg to assure them of their unabated affection, and 
increased confidence in their own piety, integrity, 


and Christian consistency, as well as that of the 
churches over which they preside.” 


WALES. 


The Rey. J. W. Griffiths states that the 
Hoiywell annual association was held May 
15 and 16; when the following ministers 
preached: Rev. E. Roberts, Denbigh; Rey. 
J. Roberts, Rhosllanerchuy; T. Williams, 
Harwod; W. Evans, Rhwland; J. W. Grif 
fiths, Caernarvon; J. Spencer, Llanelli; and 
W. Roberts, Liverpool. 

“« All the services were deeply interesting ; 
while an increasing attendance, and manifold 
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tokens of divine approbation, awakened a 
lively hope that God is about to visit this hill 
of Zion with showers of blessings.” 


NEW CHAPELS. 
PENROSE, MONMOUTHSHIRE. 


A very neat and commodious new baptist 
chapel was opened near Penrose, on Thurs- 
day, the 14th of last September. The Rev. 
J. Hiley of Llanwenarth, S. Price of Abersy- 
chan, D. Jones of Llanthewy, T. Thomas of 
Pennal, and M. Philpin of Whitebrook 
preached on the occasion. This being the 
first baptist chapel in the neighbourhood, its 
opening excited very great interest. The 
congregations were very large; numbers could 
not obtain admittance. Never was the effi- 
ciency of the voluntary principle more beau- 
tifully exemplified than it was in the erection 
of this chapel: the gentleman on whose es- 
tate the chapel is built kindly returned the 
money which he received for the ground ; 
another gentleman gaye all the stones ; and 
the farmers in the neighbourhood came for- 
ward nobly and gratuitously carted all the 
materials, 


CARMARTHEN, 


On the 2nd of November last, the Taber- 
nacle Baptist Chapel, Carmarthen, was re- 
opened for divine service. At seven in the 
morning a prayer-meeting was held, to im- 
plore the presence of Jehovah on the occa- 
sion. At ten, the Rev. John Edwards of 
Priory Street introduced the services by 
prayer ; the Rey. Jenkin Thomas of Chelten- 
ham preached in English, and the Rey. D. D. 
Evans of Pontrhydyrun in Welsh. At two, 
the Rev. W. Roberts of Tredegar prayed ; 
and the Rev. John Williams of Aberduar, 
and the Rey. D. Evans of Felinyoel, preached. 
At six, the Rev. H. Hughes (Wesleyan) 
prayed ; and the Rey. Jenkin Thomas 
preached in English, and the Rey. D. Rhys 
Stephen of Newport preached in Welsh. 
The Rey. B. Thomas of Penrhywgoch, and 
the Rev. Timothy Thomas of Newcastle, 
preached on the previous evening. The ser- 
vices were highly interesting, and the elo- 
quence displayed on the occasion was oyer- 
whelming. ‘This new building is one of the 
neatest and the most compact of any meet- 
ing-house in the principality. Its dimensions 
are sixty-three feet, by forty-eight feet wide. 
The expenses incurred in its erection amount- 
ed to about £1200. About £700, including 
£127 collected at the opening, has been 
defrayed. On the following Lord’s-day, the 
Rey. D. D. Evans preached, and the minister, 
the Rey. H. W. Jones, baptized seven per- 
sons in the presence of a numerous audience, 
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who were deeply impressed in seeing, in the 
sacred ordinance, a striking emblem of the 
sufferings of the Redeemer, After admitting 
the candidates members of the church, the 
Lord’s supper was administered to nearly four 
hundred communicants. May the glory of 
the Lord rest continually on this branch of 
Mount Sion ! 


CONLIG, DOWN, IRELAND. 


The new baptist chapel at Conlig was 
opened for divine worship on Lord’s-day the 
13th of November. In the morning, three 
persons were buried with their Lord by bap- 
tism, in the neat baptistery under the pulpit, 
by D. Mulhern, the pastor of the church. In 
the course of the day, Mr. Bates of Ballina 
preached from 2 Chron. vi. 40, Mr. Gould 
of Dublin from Amos vii. 2, and Mr. Eccles 
of Coleraine from Phil. iii. 21. The services, 
which were all well attended, were well cal- 
culated to instruct and edify the believer, and 
to awaken the impenitent. The chapel is a 
neat, substantial, and commodious building, 
with accommodation for nearly three hundred 
persons. 

The following evening a social tea-party 
was held in the chapel, when about a hundred 
and thirty took tea together, and the meeting 
was addressed by the following ministers— 


H. Harrison (Methodist New Connexion), J.- 
Alexander (Presbyterian), G. Gould, J. Bates, | 
The addresses were truly | 


and W. S. Eccles. 
excellent, highly exhilarating, and we trust 
profitable to many;—though the people as- 
sembled at five o’clock, they seemed unwilling 
to separate at the advanced hour of eleven. 
Such was the excited interest that pervaded 
the meeting throughout, that all seemed to 
say, “ It is good to be here.” 


NEW CHURCH. 
UPHILL, FOLKESTONE. 


On Lord’s-day, Oct. 15, a congregational 
church—a union of baptists and pedobaptists, 
which had been privately formed on Friday 
evening —was publicly recognised, at the 
Uphill of Folkestone, Kent. The Rev. W. 
Robinson, the Independent minister of Zion 
Chapel, read the scriptures and prayed; the 
Rey. D. Pledge, late of Margate, described 
the nature of a gospel church ; the Rev. D, 
Parkins of Mill Bay addressed the members; 
and the Rey. J. Clark, the pastor, adminis- 
tered the ordinance of the Lord’s supper. 
Mr. Clark had the pleasure of introducing to 
the church four of his own children, who had 
been previously baptized by him at Mill Bay, 
in anticipation of the interesting occasion. 
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COLNE, LANCASHIRE, 


On Wednesday, August 10, 1842, Mr. E. 
Jones was ordained to the pastoral office over 
the baptist church at Colne. After singing, 
Mr. Lister of Liverpool read the scriptures 
and prayed; Mr. Fawcett of Barnoldswick 
delivered a lucid statement of the nature of 
a gospel church; Mr. Harbottle of Accrington 
asked the usual questions, and received the 
confession of faith ; Mr. Lister, Mr. Jones’s 
former pastor, offered up the ordination 
prayer, and delivered an impressive charge 
from 1 Cor. ii. 1, 2; Mr. Scott of Shipley 
gave out the hymns; and Mr. Dawson of 
Bacup concluded with prayer. In the even- 
ing, Mr. Aspinall of Colne (Indep.) read the 
scriptures and prayed ; Mr. Scott of Shipley 
addressed the church from Phil. i. 27, and 
concluded with prayer. The services were 
solemn and affecting. May the impressions - 
produced be lasting as eternity ! 


EYE, SUFFOLK. 


Mr. Flanders, late of Risely, has received a 
unanimous invitation to the pastorate of the 
baptist church, Eye, and commenced his 
stated labours there on the fourth sabbath in 
October, 


DERBY. 


The Rev. W. F. Poile, late of Keppel 
Street, London, has accepted a unanimous 
invitation from the church at Agard Street, 
Derby, to become their pastor. 


MANCHESTER, 


The Rey. Joseph Davis, late of Church 
Street, Blackfriars Road, has accepted the 
pastoral charge of the baptist church in York 
Street, Manchester, late under the care of the 
Rey. J. Birt, and entered upon his labours. 


SALFORD, 


Mr. James Voller of Horton College, 
Bradford, has accepted the unanimous invita- 
tion to the pastorate of the baptist church 
meeting in Great George Street, Salford, and 
will enter upon his ministerial duties there at 
Christmas next. 


RECENT DEATHS. 
MRS. WALL, 


On Tuesday, Sept. 6, died, at Banbury,— 
at which place she was on a visit to a son 
and daughter who reside there,—in the fifty- 
fifth year of her age, Mrs, Abiah Wall of 
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Burford, Oxfordshire, the sister of that excel- 
lent, laborious, and useful missionary, the 
Rey. Ebenezer Daniel, now in Ceylon. The 
writer of this article, having known the de- 
ceased from very early life, feels it a duty to 
bear his testimony to her early and experi- 
mental acquaintance with the God of her 
pious ancestors, and the active usefulness of 
her whole life, in the church, the sabbath 
school, and the neighbourhood in which she 
resided. Her loss to the little cause of Christ 
in Burford will be long and deeply felt. 
Her last hours, when able to speak, mani- 
fested a firm and holy reliance on the Sa- 
yiour she loved and had long served; and, in 
reply to one of her dear daughters, she said, 
“Tam not anxious about the result of this 
illness; if the Lord has any thing for me to 
do in his yineyard, I shall be happy to stay 
and do it; but he knows best how to dispose 
of me.” The last words she uttered that 
could be understood, were, “ Hallelujah! 
Hallelujah !” 


MISS E. 


Died, October 23, at Naples, whither she 
had gone for the benefit of her health, and 
after a long and severe affliction borne with 
great patience and resignation, in the 19th 
year of her age, Elizabeth, third daughter of 
the late Rev. James Williamson, baptist 
minister, North Shields. 


WILLIAMSON, 


MRS. HORDER. 


Died, at Berwick, St. John’s, Oct. 27, 
1842, Mrs. Sarah Horder, in the sixty-sixth 
year of her age, after a long and painful ill- 
ness, borne with much Christian fortitude and 
resignation to the divine will. She was a 
member of the church of Christ from its com- 
mencement in this place, and was one of 
two praying women who commenced and 
carried on prayer meetings in their cottages, 
when it was not known that there was a pray- 
ing man in the whole parish. They suffered 
much persecution from different quarters; 
but amidst all this they continued to meet 
several times in the week for prayer, and the 
Lord heard and answered their prayer in the 
sound conversion of many of their neighbours. 
These praying women may be said to be the 
founders of the cause of Christ in this place. 
Our deceased friend was universally respected 
by all who knew her. Her life and conduct 
were irreproachable, and she was an amiable 
pattern of Christian humility. She was a 
sincere lover of the dear Redeemer, and his 
cause lay very near her heart. She spent much 
time in private prayer for its prosperity. The 
love of Christ formed the fountain of all her 
religious attachments; and the merits of his 
death, and the all-sufficiency of his atone- 
ment, were the foundation of all her hopes. 
Her end was peaceful and happy. 
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MISCELLANEA, 


MONMOUTHSHIRE BAPTIST HOME MISSIONARY 
SOCIETY. 


The annual meeting of this society was 
held at Caerleon, on Wednesday, Oct. 12, 
1842. The Rey. 'T. Thomas, theological tu- 
tor of the Baptist Academy, Pontypool, 
preached in the morning, and the Rey. 8. 
Price of Abersychan and the Rev. D. R. 
Stephen of Newport in the evening. A pub- 
lic meeting was held in the afternoon; W. 
W. Phillips, Esq., of Pontypool, in the chair; 
when several ministers adyocated the claims 
of home missionary operations. It appeared, 
from the secretary’s report, that the efforts of 
the society had been greatly blessed during 
the last year; the congregation had greatly 
increased, and a considerable number had 
been baptized on a profession of their faith in 
Jesus Christ. It is also pleasing to be able 
to state, that some of the friends have more 
than doubled their subscriptions this year to 
the society ; encouraged by which, the com- 
mittee intend as soon as possible to engage 
another agent for the English part of the 
county. 


SURREY MISSION. 


The autumnal meeting of this society was 
held on Wednesday, October 19, at the Rey. 
J.T. Waraker’s chapel, Tooting. The Rev. 
Joseph Sortain, B.A., Brighton, preached in 
the morning from Psalm xix. 7,8. A public 
meeting was held in the evening, at which 
Thomas Kingsbury, Esq., of Putney, presi- 
ded; and addresses were delivered by the 
Rey. Messrs. Thomas “Jackson, J. Mirams, 
R. Ashton, W. Jackson, J. M. Soule, J. T. 
Waraker, J. E. Richards, and C. Foster, 
Esq., of Guilford. The Rev. Messrs. Con- 
nebec, Churchill, Hayes, and Hedgcock con- 
ducted the deyotional services. The report 
of the present state of the stations was highly 
gratifying ; but the sum of £106, in addition 
to the regular receipts, will be requisite to 
meet the engagements of the Society to Lady- 
day next. 


WORCESTER. 


At a meeting of the baptist church, Silver 
Street, Worcester, held April 20, 1842, the 
following resolutions were unanimously passed, 
and subsequently confirmed. 

Resolved :— 

1. That the whole church be divided into 
classes, and that each class be placed under 
the direction of a leader appointed by the 
pastor. 

2. That each class shall haye a district, in 
which each member of the class shall take 
his or her proportion of Jabour, in weekly 
visiting the respective families, distributing 
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loan tracts, seeking out adults and children 
for instruction, and endeavouring to bring 
the negligent and careless to attend the 
means of grace, 

3. That in the different districts, as far as 
may be practicable, the leaders and their 
classes shall open weekly meetings for prayer 
and the reading and exposition of the scrip- 
tures, but only on such week evenings as re- 
gular service is not held at the chapel. 

4, That every member of the church shall 
consider himself or herself pledged to make a 
weekly contribution to. his or her leader, of 
not less than one penny, to be paid by the 
leader monthly to the secretary, and by him 
to the treasurer, towards the support of the 
interest of the chapel. 

5. That the members of each class shall 
meet its leader weekly, according to arrange- 
ment, for devotional exercises, paying their 
contributions, and giving in their report. 

6. That a general secretary shall be ap- 
pointed by the pastor, to give out tracts, re- 
ceive the weekly contributions of the members 
and the reports of the leaders, and to prepare 
and hand in to the pastor a monthly written 
statement of the whole. 

7. That the pastor shall meet the whole of 
the classes once a quarter, and the leaders 
once a month. 

8. That these resolutions shall be printed, 
and the pastor give a copy to each member 
of the church. 

The pastor of the church, Mr. Crowe, in 
transmitting these resolutions, adds, “I am 
happy to add, that the organization of the 
church which is here exhibited, has already 
proved of real and great advantage: I 
hope the classes will bécome increasingly effi- 
cient. They have recently been opened for 
inquirers, and I find this a very beneficial 
and important improvement. Those who 
may wish for detailed advice to put into the 
hands of members, will find it in an admir- 
able tract, which the author (Rev. J. Burton) 
kindly left with me the other day as he gave 
me a hurried call, entitled ‘A Letter to 
Church Members on Individual Usefulness.’ ” 


BATTERSEA. 


The baptist chapel at Battersea having 
undergone some necessary and substantial 
repairs, was re-opened for divine service on 
Wednesday evening, Nov. 9. A numerous 
party having taken tea in the Grove School- 
house, a meeting was held at which the pas- 
tor, the Rev. I. M. Soule, presided, and 
addresses were delivered by the Rev. Messrs. 
Groser, Webb, Dubourg, and Joseph Tritton, 
Esq., after which the company adjourned to 
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the chapel, and public service commenced. 
The Rey. John Aldis then preached an ani- 
mating sermon, and prayers were offered by 
Messrs. Groser and Richards. 

This chapel was erectedin 1736. In 1797 
is was considerably enlarged, and under the 
able ministry of the late Rev. Joseph Hughes, 
a large and respectable congregation was col- 
lected to worship within its walls. At this 
time it was held under a lease from the late 
Earl Spencer, which expired in 1831; since 
which period repeated attempts have been 
made to procure the freehold of the place. 
A gentleman long connected with the church 
was extremely desirous of effecting the pur- 
chase of the premises and the ground attached 
for the use of the church and congregation. 
Death prevented him from witnessing the 
accomplishment of his wishes, but his re- 
presentatives have felt it their duty to carry 
out his design. It affords us pleasure to 
learn that this desirable result has been 
obtained. 


BAPTIST AFRICAN CHURCH IN NEW ORLEANS. 


It appears that in the great slave mart of 
the United States there is a church of African 
baptists. In the Christian Reflector, we find 
a letter quoted containing the following pas- 
sage : “ In New Orleans, I visited the Baptist 
African Church about’ a month since, com- 
posed of 230 members, when there were pre- 
sent at some times during the meeting about 
eight hundred blacks. They own their meet- 
ing-house, a good, neat building, enclosed by 
a substantial paling fence, with a baptistery 
in the yard, and have preaching every Sab- 
bath. Their preachers can read, and their 
clerk keeps as legible a record as some of 
our white brethren, not to say better than 
some. The day I visited them, twenty-nine 
were baptized, and the services of the sacra- 
ment were decently and properly performed 
by their pastors and deacons.” 


MARRIAGES, 


At the baptist chapel, Cranfield, Bedfordshire, by 
the Rey. T. Owen, Oct. 31, 1842, Mr. WM. GOODMAN, 
corndealer, to Miss SARAH VORLEY. 


At the baptist chapel, Potter Street, Harlow, Es- 
sex, by the Rey. J. Gipps, November 8, 1842, Mr. 
Wiu.iAM Sricer of Bishop’s Stortford to Miss Eutr- 
ZABETH DONNELLEY Of the same place. 


At the baptist chapel, St. Ives, Hunts, by the 
Rey. Eliel Davis, on Tuesday, Noy. 15, Mr. Rica- 
ARD CHARTER of Somersham to Miss Betsey ANN 
SrockeErR of St. Ives. de 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


DR. CARSON'S WORK ON BAPTISM. 


To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine, 


My pear Sir,—In common with thousands 
of your readers, I was intensely gratified at 
seeing in your last number so good a list of 
subscribers for the forthcoming work of Dr, 
Carson, Ihave joy in what is done, but not 
yet “the joy of harvest.” ‘This great deno- 
minational work evidently has the goodwill 
of the baptist community, and shall it not 
have as many subscribers as the denomination 
is able to furnish ? Permit me to recall the 
attention of all your readers to the terms of 
publication, namely, ‘to subscribers, 7s. 6d.; 
to non-subscribers, 12s.” This item in the 
circular some time since issued, cannot have 
been generally observed, otherwise the num- 
ber of subscribers in Berkshire would be 
more than eight; in Cheshire more than two; 
in Cornwall more than four; in Dorset more 
than three ; in Hertfordshire more than two; 
and in Nottinghamshire more than one. 
These, and several similar items in the list, 
are sufficient apology for still keeping the 
project in public view. 

Dr. Carson’s book is eminently a book for 
the times that are passing over us; times in 
which the baptismal controversy becomes 
growingly prominent and absorbing. No in- 
distinct omens forebode the day when every 
intelligent Christian will be required to pro- 
duce the why and the wherefore on every 
point -of this controyersy; and few hereafter 
will deem themselves “ wise in their genera- 
tion” who have failed to become possessors of 
the sterling work of Dr. Carson, at the low 
charge at which it is now placed within their 
reach, 

Mr. Spencer Murch of Stepney College 
has done well in this cause; and I have no 
doubt his zeal will meet with its gratification, 
in haying to publish another sheet of sub- 
scribers’ names. 


Pastor. 
London, Nov. 8. 


ON JEWISH PURIFICATIONS, 
To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


Dear Str,—Our attention has been of late 
invited to a somewhat novel mode of reason- 
ing on the subject of Christian baptism ;—a 
mode of reasoning which certainly places in a 


a very equivocal position much that has at 
different times been written by padobaptists. 
That baptism is, among other things, an 
emblem of spiritual purification is not a new 
idea ; the novelty consists in the assumption, 
that baptism and purification are in the New 
Testament synonymous; and in a certain 
train of argument that is grounded thereon. 

If the assumption were admitted, it must 
still be borne in mind, that, however we ad- 
minister it, baptism is a physical act relating 
to the body only, uuless we hold the doctrine 
of baptismal regeneration ; a spiritual puri- 
fication otherwise not necessarily taking place 
at the same time. 

It is also to be observed, that baptize is a 
specific term, but purify a generic one ; for 
the logician, having substituted the latter for 
the former, is himself obliged to set out in 
search of another term to specify the mode in 
which he, in purifying, must employ the 
water, The process of reasoning is this :— 
first get rid of the idea of mode in the term 
baptize, by maintaining that purification, 
without regard to any mode, is the thing 
implied ; then find another term implying 
another mode of purifying.* To find such a 
term we have not far to go. In the Congre- 
gational Magazine for December, 1841, page 
867, we read, “And inasmuch as_ public 
sprinklings were enjoined by the Jewish laws, 
while no dippings of the person, either public 
or private, were enjoined; and as, even among 
the later Jews, dippings were private and 
sprinklings only public, we conclude, that the 
purifications with water performed by John, 
and by the apostles of Christ—in public, 
upon men and women,—were performed only 
by sprinkling them with water, and never by 
dipping them into water.” 

On reading the above quotation I deter- 
mined for once to search the Mosaic ritual 
through— (if the appeal is to Cesar, why, 
to Cesar we must go)—though the New 
Testament is, in my estimation, the only and 
sufficient guide to New Testament institu- 
tions. The following table is the result of my 
investigation. 


* T recollect a humorous application of the same 
mode of reasoning, to prove that “an eel pie is a 
pigeon.” The process commences thus: 


“An eel pie is a pie of fish—Agreed ; 
A fish pie may be a jack pie—Well, proceed,” &c. 


eye 
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The Adminis- 


The Occasion. 
trator. 


1, The giving of the law. 
Exod, xix. 10. 


Each person 
for himself. 


2. The consecration of 
Aaron and his sons; 
and their entering into 
the holy place. Exod. 
xxix. and xl.; Ley. viii. 
and xyi. 


‘Moses in the 
first instance. 


3. The consecration of 


the Levites. Num. viii. Moses. 
4, The cleansing the leper. The viiest 
Lev. xiv. ie : 
5. The cleansing of the 
unclean bya dead body; Agiiclest 
the captives of war, and arson 
the returning warriors. Pp ‘ 
Num, xix. and xxxi, 
6. The unclean by an Himself 
issue. Ley. xv. ; 
7. Ordinary cleansing of 
priests, and of those out Himself. 
in war. Lev. xxii. ; 
Deut. xxiii. 


8. Women after child- 
birth, &e. Lev. xii. 


The Time Re- 


The Mode or Modes. 5 
quired. 


Nothing mentioned, save 


washing of clothes. Three days. 


Washing with water; burnt 
offerings; touching with 
blood the tip of the right 
ear, the thumb, and the 
toe; sprinkling themselves 
and their garments with 
blood and oil. 


Sprinkling water of purify- 
ing; shaving all the flesh; 
washing their clothes; burnt 
offerings, 


Seven days. 


One day. 


Sprinkling with blood of 
a bird, &c.; washing clothes, 
shaving hair, and washing 
flesh ; to be repeated in 7 
days; on the 8th day offer- 
ings; touching with oil, and 
a handful of oil on the head. 


Eight days. 


Seven days: 


Sprinkling the water of estiu linia on 


separation ; and bathing, 


with washing of clothes, eae 
Bathe in water, and be 

unclean until even. One day. 

Washing his flesh in water.| One day. 


33 days, and 


Sundry offerings. 66 days. 


To these we may add, that on the ratifica- 
tion of the covenant, blood was sprinkled on 
the book, and people, &c, ; also, blood was 
sprinkled before the altar, on occasion of al- 
most every sacrifice. I believe we have here 
all the rites of purification instituted by Moses. 
Should any instance haye been overlooked, it 
may easily be supplied. A concordance at 
the word “sprinkling” will show at one glance. 

Upon these ceremonial purifications may I 
be allowed space for a few remarks. 

1. That when water was employed for 
sprinkling by Mosaic appointment, it was 
never used pure, but mixed either with blood 
or with the ashes of an heifer, and then called 
water of separation or purification. See 
Numbers xix. , 

2. That when this mixture was sprinkled 
on any one, he was not clean, but unclean, 
until he had shaved or bathed his flesh, and 
washed his clothes ; the sprinkling being but 


a small part of the ceremony of purification, 
if indeed it did not rather denote uncleanness. 

3. That persons so sprinkled were very few 
compared with the body of the Jewish peo- 
ple, so that generally they could not be fami- 
liar with the sprinkling of water, even in this 
form. 

4, If the appeal be made to the practices 
of the later Jews, I am confessedly ignorant 
of them. I know that in the time of our 
Lord many commandments of men were 
taught as divine institutions ; but having con- 
demned, I can hardly think he would adopt 
them. Moreover, the appeal was to Moses ; 
and we have examined his writings, and I can 
only only say, if we admit Jewish traditions, 
why do we reject Christian traditions ? 

I am, dear Sir, 
Yours truly, 
D. Marsu. 
Git. Missenden, Nov. 16, 1842. 
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Our readers haye been already informed 
that in the province of New Brunswick there 
are about fifty baptist churches, containing 
about three thousand members, and that it is 
estimated that there are from twenty-five to 
thirty thousand of the population of New 
Brunswick who entertain baptist sentiments, 
and prefer the preaching of baptist ministers 
to that of ministers of any other denomina- 
tion. There are many settlements also, whose 
inhabitants are seldom favoured with the 
preaching of the gospel; and the whole 
number of baptist ministers engaged in either 
pastoral or itinerant labours, is exceedingly 
small. Partly with the hope of giving theo- 
logical instruction to pious young men who 
are desirous of engaging in the work, and 
partly with the view of diffusing more widely 
the blessings of general education, the New 
Brunswick Baptist Education Society was 
organized in 1833, and an Academy esta- 
blished at Fredericston in 1836, at an ex- 
pense of four thousand five hundred pounds, 
The Rev. Mr, Miles, the principal, was how- 
ever removed by death a few months ago, 
and the Committee requested the Committee 
of the Baptist Colonial Missionary Society to 
procure for them a successor, This has been 
at length effected. The Rev. Charles Spur- 
den has accepted the invitation, and in con- 
sequence resigned his office as pastor of the 
church at Hereford. It is expected that he 
will sail in a few days. 


A letter from Dr. Davies of Montreal, 
which has just arrived, states that a place of 
worship has been erected for the Tuscarora 
Indians, of whom there is now a church of 
nearly 100 members. ‘ But,” he adds, “ we 
are in great danger of losing all we have 
gained, unless we shall shortly station a 
missionary on the spot to watch over them, 
as a father over helpless children. May the 
Lord soon grant them their desire, that their 
eyes may behold their teacher! In our other 
operations we meet with much encourage- 
ment, as you may see in the Register; but 
we are constantly hampered for want of men 
and means. ‘There are now six places where 
we are strongly urged to establish stations, 
but we lack the ability. It is distressing to 
think that we are forbidden this year to ex- 
pect much aid from home. Let not the 
churches, however, be suffered to lose sight 
of us and our wants.” 


We have just reeeived from Mr. Giles of 
Leeds some extracts from a letter from Co- 
penhagen addressed to him by a Lutheran 
gentleman, which gives the most recent intel- 
ligence respecting our brethren in that city. 
He says, 

“The baptist church in Copenhagen 
amounts to nearly one hundred and fifty, 
and in Langeland, Jutland, and the West of 
Sealand, there are also small congregations : 
the last mentioned is at present most severely 


EDITORIAL POSTSCRIPT, 


persecuted (by fines, and confiscations, and 
imprisonments for refusing to send their 
children to baptism), and, of course, most 
rapidly increasing. It will, of course, be 
satisfactory to you to know that duting the 
persecution here in Copenhagen, the baptists. 
have earned a distinguished Christian repu- 
tation. A considerable portion of their com- 
munity consists of servants, and these are 
now by great many sought in preference to 
others. In my own house we keep a baptist 
servant, and Mrs. has often declared 
that she is in every respect superior to the 
servants she has had in this country, and at 
the same time the only one who reads her 
bible whenever she has an opportunity. 
Many have applied to my wife, desiring her 
to procure them baptist servants through her 
interest with the Monsters, but it is no easy 
matter, they being so much in request. I 
mention as a curiosity, that one of the in- 
spectors of police—one of those whose task it 
is to execute all the odious measures against 
the baptists—has desired Mr. Monster to 
recommend him a baptist servant ! 

“The persecution increases in severity in 
the country; nor does it yet appear that any 
actual step has been taken towards legalizing 
the existence of baptists here; though cer- 
tainly something of that kind has long been 
under consideration. Certain dignitaries of 
the Lutheran church haye received orders 
from government to make proposals relative 
to this matter, but we may without any un- 
fairness presume, that they are in no hurry. 
Some of the stipulations which the clergy 
propose were mentioned to the American 
Delegates here last year, by the Dean of 
Copenhagen. These were certainly more 
favourable than those proposed to you and 
Mr. Dowson; but still such as the baptists 
could not acquiesce in. The king was absent 
when Messrs. Conant and Hackett (American 
delegates) were here, so they had no inter- 
view with him. They were summoned to 
appear before the police, where a poor pedant 
read to them extracts of Danish laws respect- 
ing sects, and particularly enjoined them not 
to make any proselytes, or baptize, stating 
that the baptists were a “defended sect” in 
Denmark—he meant “ prohibited” of course. 
The Americans were delighted to hear that 
the baptists were “ defended !” 

“P.S. I have intimated above that the 
persecution had ceased, or at least relented, 
in Copenhagen; but just as I finish the letter 
it appears that it has broken outafresh. Mr. 
P. C, Monster is again summoned, and will 
in all probability be again imprisoned, to- 
gether with several other baptists. He says, 
however, that in spite of this he will baptize 
this evening, and to-morrow celebrate the 
anniversary of the foundation of baptism in 
Denmark, and his own birth-day at the same 
time. It is not before Monday—this is Sa- 


| turday—that the imprisonment is expected.” 
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BAPTIST MISSION PREMISES, SPANISH TOWN, JAMAICA. 


We are indebted to our valued friend, Mr. Phillippo, by whom the whole of 
these premises have been erected, for the following explanatory observations on 
the annexed engraving. 


“The building seen to the right of the plate, is the chapel, which, with an 
addition in the form of an octagon at the end, not visible, and which is chiefly 
occupied by Sunday school children and teachers, will hold about 2500 persons. 
To the left is seen the Metropolitan School Establishment, which contains three 
rooms, and in which are conducted four educational departments, irrespective of 
the Sabbath school, which numbers upwards of 600 scholars. Here are a normal 
school, a boys’ school, a girls’ school, and an infant school; conjointly accommo- 
dating full 350 scholars. In the centre of these two buildings is the residence of 
the missionary. These, with other buildings not seen, together with an extensive 
burial ground immediately connected with the premises, are valued at £10,000. 

«The station was commenced by the Rey. Thomas Godden, in the year 1819, 
who collected a church numbering about 250 members. Mr. Godden returning to 
England on account of ill health, where he died shortly after his arrival, was suc- 
ceeded by Mr. Phillippo in 1828. Serious obstacles being opposed to Mr. 
Phillippo’s entering upon his ministerial duties during the first fourteen months 
of his residence at Spanish Town, he commenced arrangements for the establish- 
ment of a Day and Sabbath School, in accordance with the objects and plan of the 
British and Foreign, and Sunday School Union Societies, the first of the kind, with 
the exception of a day school on the same plan begun by his missionary brother, 
Mr. Coultart, in Kingston, that was established on the island. These schools have 
been carried on almost uninterruptedly, and with great vigour and success, to the 
present day, producing advantages to the lower classes of the population throughout 
the neighbourhood especially, that cannot be fully estimated, At different periods 
successively, similar institutions, attended by similar results, and which for some 
years past have been six or seven in number, were founded in different parts of 
the district. Including the three departments at Spanish Town, where three 
separate teachers are employed, the present number is nine, containing upwards 
of 1000 children, independently of the number connected with the Sabbath 
schools, nearly as numerous, who are not here included. Spanish Town station 
has also originated, since 1823, nearly twenty other stations, several of which are 
among the most important and prosperous on the island, having, in addition to 
other circumstances, become the parent and centre of surrounding ones. The 
following are the statistics of the district for the past year. Baptized during the 
year 228. Clear increase 177. Total number of members 3246. Number of 
inquirers 1880. Day schools 9, Sabbath schools 7. Day scholars 1091. Sab- 
bath scholars 1171. Missionaries 8. School masters and mistresses 13. Native 


assistant missionaries included in the list of school masters and mistresses 5. 
Stations in all 9.” 
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CALCUTTA. 


In a letter dated September 16th, Mr. Thomas says, “The bretkren and 
sisters are all in pretty good health: mine has greatly improved, notwithstanding 
I have been obliged to try it to the utmost in my efforts to bring up the arrears of 
business occasioned by my late illness. My dear partner and family also are in 


good health.” 


Mr. Evans, at the same date, writes thus :— 


In both my church and the Benevolent 
Institution, I find much to encourage the 
prayer of faith and the energetic effort. A 
few sabbaths ago I had the pleasure to re- 
ceive one by baptism, and there are about 
three or four more who expect soon to honour 
and follow the Lord. May the number be 
greatly increased. 

I hope we shall soon hear of additional 
brethren for India. Amidst all your praise- 


worthy efforts for Jamaica and Africa, do 
not forget the perishing millions of degraded 
India. I feel more than ever convinced that 
there is very much to encourage the devoted 
servant of Christ in the present condition of 
this country. I would I had time to state 
why | think so, and to encourage the Com- 
mittee in relation to our mission here, but 
this cannot be done until I have a little more 
leisure. 


NATIVE INSTITUTION, INTALLY. 


Mr. Small gives the following account of his labours among his youthful charge 


in a letter dated Intally, August 8, 1842. 


God has been very gracious to my dear 
partner and myself, ever since we left the 
shores of England—both as it regards health 
and in respect of the friends and_fellow- 
labourers, and sphere of work to which we 
have been led. Oh, that we were both more 
fitted for our work! For myself, at least, 1 
feel that much more preparation is required. 
I need to be much more refined, that 1 may 
be rightly fitted for the Master's service. 
Neither my mental nor physical powers are 
strong, but if they were only more conse- 
erated and sanctified, I know I should have 
both more happiness and more prosperity in 
God’s blessed work. I have not made that 
progress in the language which I had hoped, 
and which you, and others too, may have 
expected I should have made before this 
time. But whatever we may plan or desire, 
we must be content to follow the leadings of 
Providence, and improve opportunities and 
talents according as they are afforded. I 
have had very little time for study ever since 
I was harnessed to my work. The sole 
charge of one, and, for several months, of 
two large and important institutions, along 

* 


with occasional English preaching and other 
work, has in general left but the fag-ends of 
time and strength (never very robust, but 
certainly not improved by this climate) to 
the acquisition of a langnage perhaps one of 
the most difficult for a foreigner to master so 
as properly to speak it. However I still go 
on, slowly but perceptibly advancing ; and 
meantime I have the satisfaction to know 
that Iam occupying a post of both present 
and prospective usefulness, which there is no 
one else able to take at present, being every 
one otherwise fully engaged. I forwarded a 
Report of the Institution to you and several 
others of the Mission Board. I hope that 
they will all be made use of and useful. The 
greatest difficulty and drawback connected 
with the school, is the want of funds and of 
interest taken in it. It is often confounded 
at home, I think, with the native Christian 
institution. They are quite distinct, and 
separate ccllecting-books should be put in 
circulation, as well as public collections 
made, for each. 

Do say something in the Herald recommend- 
ing subscriptions and collections for specific 

4n 2 
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objects, and, as far as you are convinced of it 
yourself, state the importance, particularly as 
regards mission work in India, of Christian 
institutions for the education of the natives. 
All who have directed their attention to the 
subject here, are becoming more and more 
impressed with the conviction that this is the 
most hopeful, and, therefore, most important 
sphere of missionary labour. A desire for 
bibles, and Christian tracts and books, as 
well as for instruction by every other means, 
is daily on the increase ; more, I believe, as 
a natural and necessary consequence of the 
education received at missionary schools (not 
government ones, or those got up by Hindoos 
and Mahammedans designedly to exclude our 
blessed faith and precious bible)—more, I 
say, in consequence of Christian institutions 
for the young than even of the divinely 
appointed means of preaching, or of the 
translation and distribution of Christian 
works. Not that these schools, or any of 
the other media of communicating know- 
ledge, are sufficient of themselves, or should 
be attended to, to the exclusion of the others, 
but that, in the present state of India, and 
from the peculiar character of the Hindoo 
mind, they promise to be more extensively 
and more intensively efficacious. But one 
of the excellencies of the system pursued, 
at least in the Intally Institution, and I 
suppose, more or less, in the missionary 
schools in general, is this, that all these 
various means are brought to bear upon the 
young. immediately, and, through them, in- 
directly on their parents and older relatives. 
The schools almost every where are opened 
every morning with prayer. ‘This calls down 
the aid of heaven to our help. We acknow- 
ledge (as who have had more reason to do 
than missionaries in India?) the insufficiency 
of the word without the Spirit for salvation ; 
man’s weakness, our dependence on God’s 
blessing. We plead the promises of scripture, 
and lay the wretched case of the listening 
idolaters before the God of grace. Then, 
with us at least, a short portion of the scrip- 
tures is read, and, when I officiate, this is 
applied and illustrated, in the most homely, 
simple way I can. I should have said, this 
precedes the prayer (not follows), and so their 
minds are better prepared for attending to 
and understanding the petitions which are 
offered. Having, as our head teacher, a pious 
and experienced Christian (an East Indian), 
and a member of Circular Road Church, I 
have perfect confidence, should any thing 
prevent my being present, that all will go on 
as usual. He, and one or other of the young 
native Christians who are engaged as teach- 
ers, conduct the worship in Bengali each 
alternate morning, when they simply read 
and pray. The whole service seldom ex- 
ceeds ten minutes or a quarter of an hour ; so 
that the boys can neither feel wearied nor 
grudge the time which might otherwise be 
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employed at lessons. Here then is preach- 
ing ; short sermons it is true, but perhaps as 
well remembered and understood as many 
longer ones to older heads, It is “here a 
little, there a little, line upon line, precept 
upon precept.” ‘Then the first hour is occu- 
pied with the bible in English, along with 
catechisms and verses. Once a week (on 
Monday) each elass reads, at the Bengali 
hour, the same scriptures in their own tongue, 
which they had read the previous week in 
English. None but Christian teachers are 
allowed to explain the bible. It is an ad- 
vantage our institution has to have such. But 
Christian instruction does not end with this. 
All the class books are leavened and pervaded 
with those truths which tend to happiness 
and holiness, both in this world and the next. 
The highest boys write essays, generally by 
their own choice, on moral and religious 
topics. And the evidences are Spleen 
taught, and difficulties and objections (whic 

are freely allowed to be stated) refuted or 
removed. We have always a store of tracts 
and scriptures, in English and Bengali, 
which are occasionally distributed to the 
boys (or given when requested), the size and 
number being adapted to the age or seniority 
of the class. It is interesting to trace the 
progressive and varied effects of the truth on 
the minds of the boys and teachers. At first 
the aversion to God’s truth (natural to all), 
aided by prejudice, is observed ; then a long 
season of obstinate indifference; then the 
kicking against the pricks, sneering, object- 
ing, opposing, and, lastly, either a period of 
anxious and prayerful inquiry, betokening a 
work of grace going on within, which gener- 
ally, though not till after many days, results 
in conviction, conversion, and profession, or 
else a settling down into hardened indiffer- 
ence or open and avowed infidelity or idola- 
try. There are one or two young men of 
the highest class, who are in a very interest- 
ing state of mind at present, anxiously search- 
ing the scriptures and inquiring after salva- 
tion and the truth. And the school pundit 
(who does not understand English at all, and 
whom I have, therefore, referred over to Mr, 
Wenger for fuller and freer discussion than 
he and I can easily carry on) is also at pre- 
sent in a most hopeful and interesting state. 
The Sanscrit and Bengali Testaments he has 
read nearly through, as well as large portions 
of the Old Testament in Bengali. But God 
only knows what may be the issue. It isa 
rare thing for Pundits to be anwious inquirers. 
Thus you see all the modes of communicating 
religious truth are employed at this institu- 
tion. But we look more to the future than 
the present, for results. If it please God to 
bring home the knowledge received to the 
hearts and consciences of many of these lads, 
who are likely to be more useful in imparting 
it to their fellow countrymen? And, any 


}way, the beneficial influence of Christian 
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education must be exhibited in time on the 
widely leavened mass. I have a class for an 
hour and a half before breakfast, for youths 
who are engaged in offices through the day. 
And from ten to four, I am engaged in teach- 


ing and superintending at the school. The 
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attendance averages from 80 to 100. We 
have three professing Christian teachers, and 
three Hindoos. I hope occasionally to report 
to you how we are getting on. But for the 
present I must conclude. 


HOURAH. 


Mr. Morgan, who continues to itinerate in this populous district, writes thus:— 


Two have been lately added by baptism to 
the English church ; both are the children of 
pious parents and doubtless the subjects of 
many prayers. The parent of one was for 
many years a member of this church, the other 
is a native of England, but has been in this 
country for some years, engaged in the nauti- 
eal profession. 

From this instance pious parents may derive 
additional encouragement to persevere in 
prayer. Many a youth whose conversion at 
home appeared hopeless has, under the divine 
blessing, even in India been brought to the 
knowledge of the truth; and pious persons, 
while contributing to missionary societies, sel- 
dom think that they are furnishing the means 
of meliorating the temporal and spiritual con- 
dition of those that are dear to them by the 
ties of consanguinity, while far from their 
country, friends, and home. : 

In reference to my labours among the hea- 
then ; I continue to distribute the word of 
God and to preach, and in most places find 
good congregations. It is evident that a spirit 
of inquiry is abroad, knowledge is increased, 
and many are running to and fro. I meet 
with many who are convinced of the truth of 
Christianity, and willing to renounce Hindu- 
ism, but dare not displease their friends upon 
whom they are dependent for subsistence and 
success in life. 

A respectable young man visited us for 
some time, and when he went home, he took 
with him some tracts which produced a sen- 
sation in the village. I had mentioned to him 
some of the contradictions and falsehoods that 
are contained in the shastras ; these were his 
artillery, and the people were anxious to know 
in which shastras these contradictions are to 
be found. I wish that there was a small Ben- 
gli tract containing some of the most obvious 
astronomical, philosophical, and moral false- 
hoods contained in the sh4stras, including a 
reference to the shastras themselves. 


Sayings and doings among the Hindus. 


While preaching on the road, a brahman 
came forward and said, All we see is God ; 
men, trees, beasts. I asked him, Is a child a 
part of God?—Yes: Is a jackal a part of 
God:—Yes. But-jackals eat children, there- 
fore God eats himself. He was next asked 
what were the perfections of God ; he unswer- 


ed, The same as those of man. Is God guilty 
of theft? Yes, he can do what he likes, be- 
cause he is God. 

Here a party of other young brahmans 
came forward and said, “ Your Christ is not 
better than our Krishna, because he com- 
manded his disciples to steal an ass. We 
allow it is true that our Krishna stole the 
dhobas clothes, and your Christ stole the ass, 
and one is as good asthe other.” Seeing that 
it was useless to argue, I said that they were 
sinning agaiust the dictates of their under- 


|standing and conscience, and urged them to 


repent before they would have to stand at the 
bar of him whose name they were then blas- 
pheming. 

Another time I was speaking of the multi- 
plicity of views among the Hindus, as to the 
way of salvation. A man answered by say- 
ing, “ So are the Christians likewise divided 
in their sentiments as to plurality of Gods; 
we assert no more than you do. Christians 
assert that the Father, Son, and Spirit are one ; 
so all the debtas are only emanations of Brah- 
ma ; they are like the daroga, magistrate, ses- 
sion judge and saddar dewany amin.” My 
reply was: ‘ All the operations of the trinity 
are characterized by oneness of will and of 
actions ; but your gods made war against each 
other, killed, cheated and injured one another, 
which at once destroys the belief of their one- 
ness.” 


Females. 


I am induced to think that the females of 
this country, though ignorant, degraded, and 
in comparative bondage, yet are often anxious 
to hear what we have to say, and to know what 
Christianity is. While I was lately speaking 
on the impossibility of obtaining salvation by 
the Ganges, an elderly female came forward 
and put to me several questions, and ultimate- 
ly acknowledged that men cannot be saved by 
bathing in the Ganges, but by fixing the mind 
upon God. At another time a female with a 
child in her arms accosted me in the road and 
asked for a book. The request being very un- 
usual, I asked her if she could read ; she re- 
plied in the affirmative. Being surrounded by 
a goodly number of people, I requested her to 
read, which she did with great correctness ; 
this being a favourable opportunity, I endea- 
voured to impress upon the mind of the peo- 
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ple the degraded condition of Hindu females, 
and the value of education. I have since pre- 
sented her with a copy of the New Testament, 
which she received with apparent gratitude 
and pleasure. ‘ / 

It was indeed an interesting sight to see a 
poor Hindu woman reading the word of God 
in her own language, surrounded by her be- 
nighted countrywomen, gazing with astonish- 
ment. 


Scenes at Banddé Ghat. 


It was on the last day of 1841, that I went 
to Banda Ghat, and saw four venerable females 
brought there to die. ‘They were shivering 
with cold and their grey hair was streaming 
inthe wind. ‘They appeared to me to be sim- 

ly labouring under the infirmities of old age, 
bot were continually requested by their rela- 
tives to look at the Ganges and to drink the 
water. Upon expostulating with them on the 
cruelty of the practice, the only answer that I 
had was, ‘“‘ This is our custom.” Ere I left, the 
sun had descended below the horizon, and the 
shadows of the night were stretching forth to 
hide this cruelty, and the accomplishment of 
the murder of those once tender mothers, by 
exposure and want of proper nourishment. 


Oh! how happy are they who hear the joyful 
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sound, who in their dying hour are treated 
with kindness and compassion ! 

I lately witnessed another scene that fully 
confirms the opinion, that some of the Hindus 
lose confidence in the Ganges in the hour of 
death. A brabman was placed on a bed, sur- 
rounded by many natives and relatives ; his 
frame was emaciated, his eyes sunk, and it 
was evident that the hour of departure was at 
hand. After my conversing with the relatives 
for some time and requesting their acceptance 
of some tracts, the dying man opened his eyes 
and seeing a tract, requested that it might be 
given to him, and continued to read until it 
was taken from him, -I then approached the 
bed and said that we are all sinners, but Christ 
has died for men and endured their pumsh- 
ment, and that he is the only Saviour; the 
poor man listened with the greatest avidity 
and seemed anxious to know the way of sal- 
vation. Tis relatives hearing and seeing this, 
became alarmed und ordered me away, saying, 
“ He does not want your religion.” 

I gave them to understand that I was on the 
public Ghat, and had as much right to be 
there as they had, and continued to address 
the people. The fact of a dyimg braéhman in 
sight of the Ganges, reading a Christian book, 
seemed to fill all with astunishment, 


MONGHIR, 
DEATH OF MRS. JOHN PARSONS. 


The following account of this afflictive event is transmitted by our bereaved 
brother, Mr. John Parsons, in a letter dated September 8, 1842, 


On the 22nd of last month she was per- | 
mitted to give birth to a living son, and for 
two or three days her state of health appeared 
fayourable, but on the fourth day strong fever 
came on, and her whole frame having pre- 
viously been in a very wexk und exhausted 
state, she sunk rapidly, and breathed her last 
at twenty minutes past eleven on the 26th 
of August. 

For many months her state of health has | 
been far from good. Ever since her very 
severe illness, about this time last year, she 
has been the subject of great wéakness, and 
we naturally looked forward to the above time 


with great anxiety. But I have the unspeak- | 


able satisfaction to know that in her mind 
this anxiety has been connected with a com- 
plete and simple reliance on the atonement 


ness which ever have and ever must mark 
the dealings of our heavenly Father’s hand. 
So that she has contemplated the probability 
of her decease with the greatest composure ; 


and I have joyfully witnessed the evident 
ripening of her Christian graces, and the 
maturing of her character, the heavenliness 


of her disposition, and the simplicity and 
ardour of her attachment to the cause and 
people of God. _ Her memory is cherished by 
our friends here as of one with whom they 
“took sweet counsel together,” and in whom 
they discerned very much of the image of 
Christ. Though a wandering and delirious 
state for the last few hours deprived us of the 
last valued expressions of her faith and peace 
in God, yet the remembrance of her life 
affords a more solid ground of satisfaction. 
With as much certainty as it is possible to 
attain, do I know that she is now in the full 
possession of that felicity to which she otten 
looked forward with rapturous joy. Our 
union has been one of uninterrupted and 
growing affection and oneness, and the part- 


| ing is bitter indeed ; yet I desire to bless the 
of Christ, and on the wisdom and good- | 


goodness of a covenant God, who has wonder- 
fully supported my mind, and afforded me 
much consolation and peace. 

Our ever kind and affectionate friend, Mrs. 
Lawrence, has taken the charge of the dear 
infant, to whom we had given the name of 
our late respected secretary, my beloved 
uncle, He appears, at present, healthy and 
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thriving. For him and for myself I sincerely ; pretty well, but Mrs. L. is a great sufferer 
entreat the prayers of my dear and respected | and I fear her constitution is giving way 
brethren in Christ of the Committee, and of} under almost constant pain, endured with 
all who feel a ‘sympathy m the joys and] most admirable and exemplary patience. Mr. 
afflictions of missionaries. Moore is not in the station at present, but 
Brother Lawrence is still, through mercy, ! was pretty well when I heard, ‘ 


CEYLON. 
EMBARKATION OF MRS. HARRIS. 


Our readers will learn with regret that the health of Mrs. Harris, which has long 
been delicate, is now so greatly impaired as to necessitate her immediate return to 
this country. She embarked at Colombo, on board the Iris, on the 22nd of July, 
being attended to the vessel by Mr. Daniel, who says, “She bore the fatigue of 
embarkation better than could be expected. We put her into a palanquin, and 
having conveyed her to the wharf, deposited the palanquin in the boat with Mrs. 
Harris in it, till she arrived near the vessel. She was then hoisted by chair into 
the ship, and from thence into her cabin and bed.” 

_ Mr. Daniel consulted a medical gentleman in Colombo respecting her case, who 

confirmed the opinion that had previously been given, that she cannot bear the 
climate of Ceylon. He stated that “nothing should delay her embarkation, and 
that nothing is so likely to effect her recovery as a voyage to her own land, and a 
residence there.” Mr. Harris remains at his station awaiting the ‘arrival of his 
successor. 


Letters have been received also, apprising us that our valued friend Mr. Daniel 
is greatly enfeebled by his long continued labours ; and that it is feared that ere 
long a suspension of his exertions for a season, if not an entire change of climate, 
will become absolutely necessary. 


5.O.U TH AFRICA. 


GRAHAM'S TOWN. 


In a letter to Mr. Russell, dated Graham’s Town, July 29th, Mr. Aveline gives 
the following account of the zealous exertions which he and his friends in that 
district have made on behalf of the Jubilee Fund. 


pounds were instantly subscribed. Some 


I wrote a short time since to my friend Mr. L 
more subscriptions will, I am_ persuaded, 


Groser, when I informed him of the receipt 


of your letter, and of my cordial concurrence 
with the proposed Jubilee celebration; as 
also of the readiness with which my people 
coincided in my views. 

I have now the very great pleasure of in- 
forming you, that on Monday evening last we 
held a Preparatory Jubilee Meeting, at which 
more than three hundred and twenty-six 


come in; and it is our intention to have 
jubilee sermons preached, and a public 
meeting, at the season you propose, when 
congregational collections will be made. As 
some of the larger subscriptions will be paid - 
in two instalments, it is our purpose to send 
you one remittance immediately after the 
ensuing services ; that is, in the first week of 
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October, with the hope that you will receive 
it by the close of the year. At that time I 
will also furnish you with the names of the 
subscribers, with the respective sums attached. 
I cannot but suppose that you will feel sur- 
prise and pleasure at these spirited efforts 
of my friends ; some of whom have respec- 
tively subscribed the sums of £75, £70, £50, 
£25, &c. 

The meeting, and its objects, were warmly 
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supported by Christian ministers and friends 
of various denominations, who, besides their 
advocacy, contributed sums of various amount 
expressive of their cordial furtherance of our 
proceedings. The Rev. Messrs. Shaw, Bogue, 
and Thornley Smith, of the Wesleyan Society, 
Locke, of the London, and Hepburn, of the 
Glasgow, all spoke in the most friendly man- 
ner; and it was altogether as delightful a 
meeting as could be wished. 


WEST INDIES. 


JAMAICA. 


SALTER’S HILL. 


The following information respecting the natives of Africa, at present connected 
with the church at Salter’s Hill, is given in a letter from Mr. Dendy to Mr. Clarke, 


dated September 16, 1842. 


I am fearful that I shall not be able to add 
much to your stock of information relative to 
Africa movements in Jamaica, but I must 
not delay Jonger, but give you the little I 
have been able to collect. I have been 
through the church to see the number of 
Africans among members and inquirers, but 
am fearful that the classification will not be 
very distinct, as I am not acquainted with 
the geographical location of different tribes ; 
I think, therefore, that they will be rather 


mixed, I give you them, however, as I have 
gathered them. 

Koramantees, Members 19 Inquirers 7 Total 26 
Eboes _ . . 119 15 134 
Papaws . 17 2 19 
Bondas : A 33 — 3 
Mandinjoes . - 5 2 7 
Warnee . A : 1 1 2 
Kongos 29 25 54 
Guineas . s : 40 ala! 51 
Chambas : s 6 1 7 
Nangos . : ; 5 _ 5 


THousa 
Moko 


Total number from Africa connected with the 
church at Salter’s Hill, Members 250, Inquirers 
68. Total 318. 


Members 1 Inquirers— Total 1 
. 5 4 


I could not obtain the particulars of the 
number of those who remember their native 
tongue, but should think the greater part of 
them; but most are getting into years, with 
the exception of a very few, who came in 
recent vessels captured by our men-of-war. 

I do not know any in my own congregation 
that I could recommend at present as suit- 
able for Africa, The feeling appears to be 
good, both among Creoles and Africans. 
There is also a desire among the young that 
Africa may be benefited by the gospel; and 
if a missionary spirit be infused into the 
young, we may hope that it will be carried on 
until of maturer age, and that they will infuse 
the same spirit into the next generation, 


BROWN’S TOWN. 


The following extracts from a letter, written by Mr. Clark of Brown’s Town to 
Mr. Haddon, exhibiting in a few sentences the effects of divine truth among the 
people of that district, as they have fallen under his own observation, will be read 


with great pleasure. 


We are going on here as usual. We have 
much to bless God for, and many things to 
mourn over. God has done, and is yet doing, 
great things for us—our enemies themselves 
being judges ; but we are far from being per- 


i 


fectly pure. There are not the same evils in 
our churches as at home, yet there are evils 
which make us feel that we must not be con- 
tent with our past attainments, but that we 
must vigilantly press onward to things that 
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are before. The contrast — intellectually, 
morally, and spiritually—between the state 
of the people when I came to the island, seven 
years ago, and at present, is amazing: to 
those who have been longer on the island it 
is more wonderful. When I came here in 
1835, the greater part of the people in this 
neighbourhood were living in open sin—very 
few could read the word of God, still fewer 
felt its power to their conversion—deceitful- 
ness, lying, dishonesty, drunkenness, and 
moral degradation in almost every form pre- 
vailed. And these evils in the many, appeared 
the more striking from contrast with the few 
who had passed from death unto life, and from 
contrast with other parts of the island where 
greater religious advantages had been enjoyed, 
But the seed which had been sown in 1831, 
by Mr. Nichols, before he was driven away 
by the violence of persecution, and in 1834 
and 35, watered by Mr. Coultart, sprang up, 
and has to this time produced fruit to the 
glory of God. If the decided change in 
hundreds-—if not thousands—of persons is 
not owing to the Spirit of God applying the 
word to their hearts, I know not to what it 
can be ascribed ; and if not (as regards those 
connected with baptist churches at least) to 
the agency of baptist missionaries, and 
the co-operation of the active members of 
their churches (the despised deacons and 
class-leaders), I know not to what system of 
means the results produced can be attributed. 
Twelve years ago this whole district was 
enveloped in grossest darkness; the gospel 
had never been preached in it (unless by 
some accident, of which I never heard, in the 
church of England); the people’s souls had 
never been cared for; no means had been 
employed for their enlightenment or con- 
version : they were heathens in the strictest 
sense of the word. Now, out of 12,000 
people, 5000 are to be found every sabbath 


689 


in baptist chapels, and 2 or 3000 at other 
places. A large portion of these can read the 
word of God; have given up their former 
sinful habits, such as adultery, drunkenness, 
dishonesty, lying, &e.; are respectable mem- 
bers of society ; have family prayer in their 
houses ; send their children to schools ; con- 
tribute liberally to the cause of God; make a 
profession of religion, and so conduct them- 
selves as to gain the confidence and esteem of 
all around them. I would then appeal to 
any reasonable man, to what can so mighty a 
change be attributed ? The people themselves 
say it is to the religion of Jesus Christ. Is 
their testimony to be reliedon? If not, some 
other cause ought to be assigned for it. I 
know not, nor have I ever heard, of any 
other adequate to the effect produced, The 
despotic, superstitious influence of ambitious 
and ignorant men, such as the leaders are 
said by some to be, could never produce such 
a mighty change. Giving tickets to those 
who profess to be inquiring after the truth, 
and baptizing them when they profess repent- 
ance towards God and faith in the Lord Jesus, 
could not do it. But as the gospel has pro- 
duced similar effects in other parts of the 
world, it is but fair to infer that like effects 
here result from the same cause. And we 
bless God that itisso. He visited the people 
in their degradation and misery; he brought 
them out of the horrible pit and the miry 
clay ; set their feet upon a rock, and put a 
new song into their mouth. They were not a 
people, but are now the people of God ; they 
had not obtained mercy, but now they have 
obtained mercy ; and if it be our happy por- 
tion to stand at last before the throne of God 
and of the Lamb, we shall there meet with 
many thousands of members of baptist churches 
in Jamaica, and unite with them in ascribing 
all the glory to God, and casting our crowns 
at the Redeemer’s feet. 


HOME PROCEEDINGS. 


Our readers are apprised of the noble determination of our brethren in Jamaica, 
to cease to-draw pecuniary supplies from this country. It is now by the voluntary 
exertions of the churches alone that the baptist ministers in that island are sup- 
ported, and enabled to continue their labours among the surrounding population. 
At an epoch so interesting and important, it has appeared desirable to the Com- 
mittee to address to the church some -valedictory observations: the following 
letter has consequently been prepared and forwarded. 


The Committee of the Baptist Missionary 
Society to the churches of Christ in Ja- 
maica, raised by the labours of that Society. 


DeEsRLY BELOVED BReiHREN,— 
Often as you have engaged our affectionate 


~ 


and anxious thoughts, we know not that we 
have ever felt concerning you, either more 
ardent gratitude or more deep solicitude, than 
at the present moment. Through the good- 
ness of God, and his copious blessing on the 
labours of thirty years, you have been con- 
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ducted, through manifold afflictions, to a state 
of prosperity and peace which cannot be 
viewed without gratetul admiration of divine 
mercy ; and at length you have made known 
to us your resolution to sustain, without 
further aid from us, the entire expenses of 
the work of God amongst and around you. 

We rejoice in the step you have thus taken, 
We are happy that, in point of resources, 
you are able to undertake so serious a respon- 
sibility; and we are still more happy that 
God has given you the fidelity and zeal to 
assume it. We are not altogether unac- 
quainted with the difficulties amidst which 
you stand, and te highly esteem the devoted. 
ness to the cause of God which you have 
herein manifested. May God accept your 
consecration, and smile upon your toils ! 

Do not imagine for a moment, beloved 
brethren, that your separation from us as a 
society, will be accompanied by any aliena- 
tion of our hearts from you. You are still 
as dear to us as ever, as joint partakers with 
us of the grace of God; and, while we are 
expending on regions yet destitute of the 
gospel (and partly on your father-land) the 
resources which your zeal has set at liberty, 
we shall most unfeignedly rejoice in at once 
beholding your prosperity, and receiving 
your co-operation. It is, in truth, as an 
expression of our sincere and ardent love to 
you, that we present to you this parting 
address ; and we are sure that you will re- 
ceive kindly the words of serious and affec- 
tionate counsel which it will contain, 

You are quite aware that representations 
have been made, both to the world at large 
through the press, and to us in a direct man- 
ner, unfavourable to your Christian charac- 
ter, both as individuals and aschurches. We 
have been told that cases of gross superstition 
abound among you—that you consider your- 
selves as purchasing your inquirers’ or mem- 
bers’ tickets-—that you carry them about with 
you with a superstitious reverence, and mean 
to have them buried with you, as a passport 
to heaven—that you rest in church-member- 
ship, and in the forms of religion, without 
having any experimental knowledge of Jesus 
—that, under the cloak of religious pro- 
fession, you indulge unbridled tempers, and 
allow yourselyes in vicious practices—and 
that you glory only in being baptists, without 
caring to be Christians. So far have these 
representations been carried by some parties, 
that it has been said nine out of ten among 
you have no real religion. Accusations have 
been specifically directed against the deacons 
and leaders in the churches ; and of these 
ofhicers it has been publicly asserted, that the 
great majority are ungodly men, and that 
they commonly employ the influence of their 
office at once to indulge and to screen their 
vices. 

Knowing the pious and devoted character 
of the brethren whom we had sent to labour 
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among you—‘‘ men who have hazarded their 
lives” for the diffusion of the gospel in 
Jamaica—we never believed—we could not 
believe—these accusations. Promptly and 
earnestly, indeed, did we feel ourselves 
bound to make inquiry into them, and we 
have been rejoiced on all occasions to find 
that they cannot be substantiated. ‘The un- 
solicited testimony of men of unimpeachable 
judgment and impartiality—we refer to the 
published works of Messrs. Gurney, Sturge, 
and Candler; the well-attested results of 
your own church discipline, as apparent in 
the annual returns of the Association ; and 
the maxim of divine authority, that a tree is 
to be known by its fruits, have concurred 
with our specific inquiries to satisfy us of the 
general falsehood of the charges which have 
been brought against you. But you must 
permit us to say, that we should have been 
overwhelmed with affliction if they had been 
true. We, in common with yourselves, are 
baptists ; but we know that, in Christ Jesus, 
nothing availeth but a new creature, and 
faith which worketh by love. We attach 
value to nothing short of an experimental 
knowledge of our sin and ruin, and a sincere 
reception of Christ Jesus the Lord, leading 
to a holy walk and conversation. And if it 
had been so that your seeming religion con- 
sisted of superstitious notions, and comported 
with unholy practices, our very hearts would 
have been broken. Such religion would have 
yielded neither benefit to you, nor reward to 
us; and we could not have held up our 
heads before either God or man. We con- 
fess and declare before you, that we attach 
quite as much importance to the genuineness 
of individual piety, and to the purity of church 
discipline, as any of those who have brought 
accusations against you; and our only con- 
solution under these accusations is that they 
are not true. In this consolatory belief we 
most earnestly hope your future course will 
sustain us. Let the intensity with which the 
notice of the Christian world has been called 
to this subject, convince you of the ex- 
treme importance attached to it by all who 
fear the Lord; and lead you to examine, 
each for himself, whether, in his particular 
case, there may or may not be, some founda~ 
tion for blame, In this way you may turn 
even unfounded reproaches to profit, and de- 
rive important advantages from those who 
may not have spoken in love. 

No considerate person will expeet to find 
the churches of Christ altogether free from 
imperfection and inconsistency ; and we have 
not been concerned to maintain any such 
position in reference to you. It is not so 
with the churches in this country, nor was it 
so with those of the apostolic age. All that 
can be required is, on the one hand, as care- 
ful a discrimination as Christian wisdom can 
make among those who seek admission to the 
church ; and, on the other, a faithful use of 
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scriptural discipline in cases of delinquency. 
These things we hope and believe haye been 
appreciated and practised among you. It is 
of unspeakable importance that they should 
continue to be so. 

Among the allegations made to your dis- 
advantage, one has been, that the system 
pursued in some of the churches (known as 
the leader and ticket system) directly, and 
even necessarily, tends to make the churches 
superstitious and corrupt. We have never 
interfered with the internal arrangements of 
any church connected with the Society ; it 
has been our rule not to do so, and we are not 
now about to depart from the rule. Never- 
theless, we commend this charge to your 
serious consideration. When a practice does 
not rest upon direct scriptural command, it 
is always to be carefully watched, lest, how- 
ever well intended or really useful, it may 
produce, although not necessary, yet accidental 
evil. In this respect, dear brethren, we en- 
treat you to have an open and discerning 
eye. If either inquirers’ or members’ tickets 
beget superstition or false confidence, even 
though the instances be few, consider whether 
some way may not be found of.securing the 
good without the evil. Or if the habit of 
paying subscriptions when tickets are given 
be liable to abuse, so that either the party 
receiving a ticket may think-he is buying it, 
or the party giving a ticket may use it to 
enforce subscription, try and think of some 
better mode. We do not for a moment be- 
lieve that you wish to foster these or any 
other evils, and we are willing to make great 
allowance for the unspeakable difficulties 
amidst which your modes of action have 
grown up; but, as no human expedient is of 
perfect wisdom, so it is proper for us always 
to be on our guard against mischief, and 
ready to supply a remedy. ‘Tenacity of 
current usages is not at all to be commended 
in such matters. 

From these remarks, which have reference 
to the churches separately, we now pass on 
to some which bear on them in their relation 
one to another, While remaining in con- 
nexion with the Society, each church was in 
a measure insulated from its companions, 
working in its own sphere, and looking for 
help towards England, One of the principal 
difficulties in the way of assuming your in- 
dependence has doubtless been the feeble 
condition of some of your number. You 
have, of course, found it necessary in this 
respect to adopt a new system, and to com- 
mence a plan by which the stronger churches 
shall help the weak. Some of you have for 
a considerable period, not only met all your 
own expenses, but contributed largely to 
Christian and benevolent objects beyond the 
limits of the island. It will now be highly 
important for such churches to make their 
resources available for the assistance of their 
sister churches, and to direct their liberality 
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towards strengthening those whose early ef- 
forts much exceed the contributions they can 
raise. We trust that the union of the 
churches in association may be conducive 
to this end, and that a spirit of wide and 
universal co-operation will greatly facilitate 
the progress of the gospel over the entire sur- 
face of the island, the evangelization of which 
may be considered as in so great a degree 
confided to your care. 

We remind you further of the peculiar and 
most interesting position in which divine 
providence has placed you, in relation to 
your kindred and your parent land. Not 
reluctantly or faintly have we responded to 
the call, which issued from the midst of you 
immediately on the attainment of your free- 
dom, that efforts should be made by the 
Society for Africa: and we know that some 
parts of the West Indies demand help scarcely 
less urgently. Has not God, by his eminent 
merey towards you, been preparing you to 
bless your country and your kindred? And 
not by your contributions alone. You pos- 
sess especial personal adaptation for the 
preaching of the gospel, not only in Africa 
itself, but to persons every where of African 
descent.” But you have yet much to learn, 
before you can be fully qualified to teach. 
With how much industry should you be 
acquiring knowledge, and especially an ample 
knowledge of that holy book which makes us 
wise to salvation! Above all should those 
dear brethren who may be selected to enjoy 
the advantages of the Theological Institution, 
now happily founded at Rio Bueno, cherish 
large desires after improvement. We trust 
that they will do so; and that they will be 
content with nothing less than becoming, as 
men of God, perfect, thoroughly furnished to 
every good word and work. 

We cannot close this epistle without ex- 
pressing our affection in a direct manner 
towards our beloved brethren, the pastors, 
who have taken the oversight of you in the 
Lord. We give thanks to God that he has 
enabled them to sustain so well,some of them 
in a great fight of afflictions, the responsibility 
they assumed. Well have they justified our 
confidence, and deserved your love; nor will 
you, we are persuaded, fail of esteeming them 
very highly in love for their work’s sake. 
They, at the same time, will seriously bear 
in mind, that mainly (under God) upon 
them will depend the future prosperity and 
increase of the churches; and they will 
allow us to express our earnest hope that, 
in the room of a common relation to the 
Society, which has hitherto cemented them, 
they will become eminent for that unity 
of spirit with each other, which is a more 
perfect, and now more necessary bond. 
Our mouth as well as our heart is open 
to them; and we say to them, with aflec- 
tionate solemnity, with a slight modification 
of the words of the apostle—‘If there 
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be, therefore, any consolation in Christ, if 
any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the 
Spirit, if any bowels and mercies, fulfil ye 
our joy, that ye be like-minded, having the 
same love, being of one accord, of one mind. 
Let nothing be done through strife or vain 
glory, but in lowliness of mind let each 
esteem others better than themselves. Look 
not every man on his own things, but every 
man also on the things of others.” 

What shall we say more? Brethren, our 
hearts’ desire and prayer to God for you is, 
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even the work of faith with power! Where- 
fore, dearly beloved and Jonged for, our joy 
and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, dearly 
beloved. And, with those who are coming 
from the east and the west, from the north 
and the south, to sit down with Abraham, 
and Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of God, 
may it be our happiness to meet you, in the 
presence of Him who hath loved us, and 
washed us from our sins in his own blood! 
Amen, and Amen ! 
Signed on behalf of the Committee, 


that you may be saved. May he graciously 
count ke worthy of this calling, and fulfil in 
you all the good pleasure of his goodness, 


Josern Ancus, 
Secretury. 


London, November 4, 1842, 


DESIGNATION. 


Mr. Owen Birt, the eldest son of the Rev. C. E. Birt, A.M., pastor of the church 
assembling at Broadmead, Bristol, having been accepted for missionary labour in 
Ceylon, was solemnly designated to the work on the 10th of November. The 
services were conducted in the chapel at Broadmead. After prayer by Mr. Davis 
of King Street, Bristol, an introductory discourse was delivered by Mr. Hinton, the 
usual questions were asked by Mr. Huxtable, prayer was offered by Mr. Crisp, 
and an affectionate address was delivered to the young missionary by his father 
and pastor from the words, “ The Lord Jesus be with thy spirit.” The solemn 
exercises were concluded by Mr. Winter. A passage is engaged for Mr. Birt in 
the Sumatra, which is expected to sail in a few days. 


It is intended to present our readers with a complete list of the contributions 
to the Jubilee Fund in the Herald for January, which will therefore contain twice 
the usual number of pages. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 


The thanks of the Committee are presented to ladies at Chesham, for a box 
apparel, and haberdashery, for the Rev. W. Knibb; to Mrs. Turner, of Coleford ene er: 
of useful articles, for the Theological Institution, at Calabar; to friends at Coleford, for a box 
of useful articles, for the Rev. J. Williams, of Mandeville; to friends at Chesham, for a box 
and tin case of useful articles, for the Rey. George Pearce, Calcutta ; to ladies at Stepne 
for a case of useful articles, for Africa (by Dr. Prince) ; to Mrs. Collins, of Donate for 
six years’ Baptist Magazines ; to friends at Lynn, for a box of useful articles, for the Rey. E 
Francies, of Lucea ; to Mrs. Gipps, of Potter Street, for a parcel of useful articles, for Mr. 
Sturgeon, Fernando Po; to Mr. Jennings, of Gibson Square, for a Bible, two vols. for the 
church at Fernando Po; to Mrs. Trego, of Plymouth, for a case of apparel and haberdashe 
ee — ee a Lies Ses for a box of apparel, for the Rev W. 

nibb; and to A. M., of Birmingham, for a che i 1 sn any 
Afiie Getote Carley g hest of useful articles, and bag of nails, for 

A box has also been received from Mr. Taylor, for the Rev. H. C. Ta : 
place unknown, for the Rey. T. Dowson; a eet from Miss Hie ea or the Bed, 
H. W ood ; a box, from the Rey. P. Anstie, for Mrs. Cornford; a chest from. Mr, Yarnold, 
for Miss Yarnold; and a case, from Mr, Pearson, Camberwell, for Mrs, ’Capern. f 


- 


FOR DECEMBER, 1842. 693 


CONTRIBUTIONS 


Received on account of the Baptist Missionary Society, during the month 


of October, 1842. 


Donations. HERTFORDSHIRE. Do., by Dr. Prince, for 
Gladding, Mr. R.......... 1 0 0| Hemel Hempstead ’...... 3016 4) A/T srr * id 
Prince, Dr., Sundries by, Hitchin, for Native Girl, rite 
site ae Sake 017 6 ot y Brown, Entally 3 0 0 SUSSEX. 

ippon, Mrs., for = arkyate Street... th PS 

Western Africa......... (hin Ol eae 1303.7 | ne a ee 
Wilson, Mrs. Broadley. 30 0 0 

eae a x WILTSHIRE. 
ENT. 
L : Melksham, by Dr. 
a ee Chatham— Prince, for Africa ... 2 0 0 
Keppel Street - Brook Chapel..........+- 3 0 0| Mr. E. W. Phillips, 
Meard’s Court Sandhurst— FOP AFTICE, «2050000005 0 0 
Mira BllMisifesseecevaceass 10 @ ©0| Westbury Leigh, by 
BEDFORDSHIRE. Rey. S. Evans .......0. 8 0 0 
Luton— 
Mrs. Tranter, for Kot- Bacuntee: 0 0 ‘WORCESTERSHIRE. 
tighawatta, Ceylon... 7 1 0| Rochdale 1 9 | WorcEsTERSHIRE, on 
— AC COUN c-c-sccncevenctars LOM VS 7 
= ConNWALL LEICESTERSHIRE. Y 
ISAS TS canes svusssxancereoee G7 5 . ORG HURE: 
Leicester. savisves+ccn0scast 171 9 5 Shipley, Sunday School, 
DEVONSHIRE. for Orphan, Entally... 2 0 O 
NorTHAMPTONSHIRE, aa 
Devonport— 

Morice Square, on ac- Long Buckby...........000 if #1) Nort WALES, 

_ COUTIE 2.2... seeeneeee 0 Beaumaris .........csseeese 4 7 0 
Kingsbridge . 0 _ 
Modbury ......... 0 NorTHUMBERLAND. 

S b 
Newton Abbott ......... BAT ee ciniieoe Byuse, 19 8 2 ouTH WALES 
Do., for Translations. 010 0 CARDIGANSHIRE, On ac- 
DURHAM COUN eae rc caneschensnneen 62.3 1 
tockton 6 OF 6 NotTriInGHAMSHIRE FOREIGN. 
ST ETAT ORDAaT: Nottingham ................ 2719 9) Donations in Jamaica, 
=e and on passage home, 
Kington, a Rey. J. SoMERSETSHIRE. by Dr. Prince, for 
Blackmore... lo 100 PA IOC ete sea ea ratsecearest iL 90 
— | Bath, on account ......... 20 0 0 


JUBILEE FUND. 


The Contributions to the Jubilee Fund amount at the present time to about, £25,000. 
The following sums haye been promised or paid since the last acknowledgment. 


PROMISED. PAID. PROMISED. PAID. 

A Friend, S. M. 88000......... > 10 0 0} Clayden, O., and E. Good, Col- 
Abergavenny.......++--++- ses ° 42 16 0 MECHOUUDY, <arevatcr ss entsaexepsucenas 1. 88.0 
Addlestone 50 0 0 Coventry Ail BY 0} 
Andover ... : 25 12 3/|Camberwell, for Missionary y 
Astwood . 19D a8) VAEIEN (coo ecr on EEOC F 2010 0 
Argoéd .... : 1 0 0/| Cefn Bychan and Penycae ...... 10 3°50 
PATMUWCW ceccceececcceccenvs 5 0 0 | Collingham 2... .c.sscssetdrecscenere 25 0.0 
Buxton, Sir T. F., Bart 50 0 0|Campden...... ‘De bani0) 
Bahamas, Grand Cay ..... » DL 18: 16)|\Cefn Mawe icasenecorns 16 2aes 
Bovey Tracey, Collection. 414 6] Chepstow, Collection .. PASI 94 
Bishops Stortford........ 6 1 10} Caerwent, Collection . oe 
Banbury, Collection ° 13 9 4] Coalbrook Dale ...........:0.006- 317 0 
SASLOTG -nenanwec=nc00 6 12 0|Camberwell, A. Cave and his 
ASOMLISIORG) oscsecestaccesetcesesseees™ 6 0 0 Class.. ay ; Bye () 
Bradford, Yorkshire, Ist and Daniel, M Se ecevdecentes a 5 0 0 

Qnd Churches.........s00--eseeeere A 27 19 10 Edinburgh, Elder Strect ......... See 42 5 
Bellmore, Miss, Collected by... . Odor 0 Bristow Street...... soe, 8 510 
Biggleswade .....-..-cccssevsseeeeee 300 0 0 Duncan Street...... . 213 7 
Belize, on account.......... Bon.) : Mr. Haldane......... 310 0 
Brawn, Rev. S., Loughton. A 5 0 0| Eagle Street, Mr. G. Whiting.. 3.0.0 
Brixton Hill, Salem Chapel ... ° 7 0 0| Friend, by Mr. Searle, qonenion 200 
Berwick St. John, and Chalk ... Ae Ol Bay Sacused ies deine recae ies) 
Bird, Mr. James, Harefield...... 0 6 5| Forman, Mr., Derby Too 
Bethel, Monmouthshire ......... 5 0 0| Franks, W. Be La ees trees 2 SA A 1 6 
Brice, Mr., Hemel Hempstead. 5 0 0] Graham’s Town, South Africa... 400 0 0 
Bythorne... 13 8 2] Gravesend, Enon Chapel......... a 212 € 
Carter Lane, near “Birmingham 4 0 0}Gould, Mr. G., Loughton......... 100 0 9 
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Gould, Mrs. G., dO. sseeeeene on ES 
Gould, G. W., do. 1 
Gould, Mr. John do. .. < ants 3 
Gould, Mr. Chalkley, do.......... ht if 1 
Gould, Mr. John Rose, do. ...... ere 1 
Gould, Miss, dO. « 5 
Gingell, Mr., do. 8) 
Good, William .......ccceeceeeceees L 
Horsley Street, Walworth, Col- 

JOCtION .....rscrcersersessorsoesarene ‘ 4 
Harnden, Miss, Collected by ... . 0 
Hayes, Sarab........sescssssecseeeees . 1 
Hemel Hempstead, small sums . 4 
Hull, George Street ..........00008 . 100 
Holyhead, Tea Meeting . ie 
Hawick 4 aero 
Hackney .. 400 0 0 
Jamaica Row. on 1 
Jedburgh....... en a] 
Jericho, Jamaica..... 600 0 0 
Kilmington, Collection ......... suber 4 
King, Miss Eliza Mary, Lough- 

CON ccocsccevcescscoceens eeceeereeses 1 
Llandogo 1 
Llanwenarth, Collection ......... 2 
Liverpool— 

Lime Street 103 

Pembroke Chape 119 

Soho Street......... 7 

Public Meeting 36 

Welch Baptists ........ 15 
Lymington, an account 50 
Loughton, Collection ............ 34 
Loughton, Profits from Tea 1 
Lawrence, Mr. W......csesccscseees 1 
Massingham, Mr., Collected by, I 
McAll, Mrs., Loughton ......... 4 
Moore; Mr., Df0rd «<ccccsscsraises 5 
Manchester, Union Chapel, 

Teachers, &c., additional ... Pe ats 5 
Maidstone, Bethel............ss0008 . 24 

Ditto, Providence ‘ 4 
BAIN G cae duseWinds ones sseiuxnanarbeses 7 1 
Merthyr Tydvil, Zion, Collec- 

tion 10 
Maze Pond, 

Sy SalGue sy ins soiesesexsevitesenss hey 0 
Markyate Street .........s20--000 21 
Mountfield, near Battle, by H. 

RGDMIGH, cinch pastie-senenabaxtese 3 0 
Nottingham .............. e162 
Nash, Mrs., Camberwell .. “5 Z 3 
Newport, Ryde, &c. ..........00.0« fom BBE 
Northamptonshire— 

BAZAAR Neiacuvadvont tteesessersers = 168 

Blisworth peel 

Braunstone. 3 ade Bs 

Braybrook.. z 1 

Bugbrook... =~" 26 

Clipstone ..... ee 
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Hackleton .... pean A 

Kislingbury . 6 
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Oakham .. 
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Payne, Mrs., Banbury 
Prescott, Devon, Collection ... 
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Paxtford, Collection 
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Ramsgate 
Reynolds, Mr, Gloucester . 
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Rose, Mr, Ilford ... 
Ringstead .....s.-0..s00 
Stone, Mr., Loughton 
St. Alban’s, balance .........se0e+ 
Smarden, Collection, additional 
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Stanwick .. 
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Sodbury, Old, Collection ......... 
Sing, Joshua, Esq., Bridgnorth. 
Swansea, Mount Pleasant, S, S. 
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Spencer Place ... 
St. Hill, Devon ... 
Salisbury, balance 
Stoney Stratford ........ 
Stourbridge, Collection 
Salter, Miss, Watford........ 
Savell, Miss, Camberwell ...... 
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Trowbridge... 
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Vines, C., Esq., Islington ..... 
Watford, Collection 
Woodford .......0068 
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Wellington, Salop.. 
Wigan ....... 
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Mr. Angus begs to acknowledge, with many thanks, the receipt of £50 a8 a Jubilee 
Offering, frem a friend at Dawlish: also £50 from the same quarter, for the Baptist Irish 


Society. 


Subscriptions and Donations in aid of the Ba 


received by the Treasurer or Secretary, 


London: in Edinbureh 


> 


Joshua Tinson ; 


. , by the Rey. Christo 
Glasgow, by Mr. Joseph Swan ; in Dublin, by 
Baptist Mission-Press, Calcutta, by the Rev. J 


aptist. Missionary Society will be thankfully 
at the Mission- House, 6, Fen-court, Fenchurch-street 
pher Anderson, or H. D. Dickie, Esq. ; in 
John Parkes, Msq., Richmond-street ; at the 
. Thomas; at Kingston, Jamaica, 
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As we are going to press we learn that the chapel referred to in the following 


extract was opened on the 13th of November. 
of Coleraine, and Gould of Dublin, preached on the occasion. 


Brethren Bates of Ballina, Eccles 
The attendance 


was encouraging, and we trust that God will smile upon and greatly prosper this 


infant cause. 


_ Brother Mutnern, the minister of Con- 
lig, writes, under date November 3, as 
follows :— 


It is long since I gave you any official ac- 
count of my labours; this has been partly 
owing to my occasional absence from home, 
and partly to my incessant engagements, as I 
have been endeavouring to keep up my usual 
preaching stations, notwithstanding being much 
occupied about our new chapel, which is now, 
blessed be God, very near completion ; we 
hope to have it opened for divine worship on 
Lord’s-day, the 13th instant. In order to 
get it finished before the winter, as we had to 
give up the house we have hitherto worship- 
ped in the first of this month, we have had 
to permit the bills coming against us to ex- 
ceed our funds, which gives me at present 
considerable anxiety of mind; but we desire 
to trust in the Lord, who has hitherto influ- 
enced the hearts of his people in our favour 
and enabled us to proceed so far. Nothing 
could exceed the kindness I experienced from 
the friends in Scotland during my late tour 
among them: where friendship was so gene- 
rai, it were almost impossible to particularize, 
nor shall I attempt it, save that I think it due 
to the dear friends in Edinburgh to acknow- 
ledge that the liberal sum of £23 was obtained 
among them, which was fully the half of what 
was collected during the tour. Never did we, 
since the commencement, receive a donation 
more opportunely than the munificent sum of 
£5 last week, from Mr. Kelsall, by the Rev. 
Mr. Burchell, of Rochdale. ‘The liberal con- 
tributions of our friends afford us abundant 
cause of gratitude and thankfulness to the 
God of all grace and the giver of all good. 
Between £30 and £40 are still wanted, and 
immediately. From what quarter it is to 
come we know not: but, all things considered, 
we thought it was our duty to allow the work- 
- men to go on and finish the place, trusting in 
Him whose is the work. 

- I eontinue to preach regularly in B 

and N. , and also at W——; where the 
congregations are encouraging. The last time 
I preached at W , the place was well 
filled; I should think between fifty and sixty 
persons, which is a great number to find as- 


sembled in a country village. The congrega- 
tion and church at C continue steady 
and encouraging. The three young men to 
whom you heard frequent reference made in 
my late controversy with Mr. P., have since 
all been baptized; two of them by myself, 
and one by brother Eccles, of Coleraine. 
They are, in my opinion, young men of pro- 
mise ; and I trust the Lord intends them to 
be blessings to their fellow countrymen, We 
have three more hopeful candidates for bap- 
tism. Thus the Lord is prospering us, and 
continuing to crown our feeble efforts with 
glorious success. We have peace and quiet- 
ness now; those who opposed us with all 
their might have become entirely quiet, and 
after a storm, which, by the blessing of God, 
proved healthful to us, we are enjoying a 
complete calm. Truly we may say, “The 
Lord has done great things for us!” and, in 
dependence on him to whom the success be- 
longs, we will, while opportunity is afforded, 
continue to sow the seed, and, as he has said, 
“ My word shall not return void,” expect an 
abundant harvest. 


Mr. Trestrait also writes, under date 
of Nov. 8:— 


We are beginning to recover after the loss 
of our excellent friends, Col. and Mrs, Mar- 
shall. Three weeks since I had the pleasure 
of baptizing three persons. One of them is 
about to go to Dublin in the capacity of a 
reader. He is a very pious man: formerly a 
Roman catholic, afterwards connected with the 
church of England; but an examination of 
the word of God has taught him its unscrip- 
turalness; and having been present on several 
occasions and also when I had to baptize, he 
was convinced of the rite itself. As the church 
of England admits the validity of the baptism 


‘of the Romish, he could not be re-baptized ; 


so, after much consideration, he came out al- 
together. His feelings when he met with us 
at the Lord’s table, were most interesting. 
He told me he could see the scripture in the 
proceedings, and that only the grossest igno- 
rance or bigotry, could induce clergymen of 
the established church to say that the bap- 
40 
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tists were no church and a sect without order. 
He was told by one of these gentlemen that 
I and the body were Socinians! He is a 
eapital Irish scholar and thoroughly aequaint- 
ed with the Romish system, a man of great 
simplicity and modesty. I am thoroughly 
glad we haye met with such a person asa 
reader. 

Both the readers here are going on steadily. 
M‘Clure continues to preach at the Bethel 
on Lord’s-day mornings, and at B——. In 
the latter place Roman catholics frequently 
drop in: there were three there last Lord’s- 
day evening. 

How I should rejoice if the funds of the 
society would afford to allow me for a school- 
master. I could get an excellent school for 
the children of the poor. Many poor persons 
would attend our place, but then their child- 
ren would be excluded from the church 
schools, and some little gratuities would be 
taken away likewise. ‘To people so poor as 
the lower orders here these things cannot be 
given up. I can get a schoolrnaster for 10s. 
per week. Is there no kind: friend in some 
church who will contribute this sum to enable 
me to accomplish so great an object? It 
would be an incalculable benefit. 


A reader stationed at Clonmell writes, 
under date October 13:— 


During the past month I have been greatly 
encouraged by getting access to several fami- 
lies, to speak of the righteousness of God 
which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and 
and upon all them that believe. I have met 
with many who gladly heard me read and 
expound God’s word in this large town, and 
am getting into some new places every week. 
I trust the word and work of the Lord will 
spread over this whole neighbourhood, Our 
goosl cause is rising in the estimation of the 
protestants of this populous town, so as to lead 
them to take a deeper interest in our glorious 
cause. Our congregations are increasing,— 
several coming outto hear the gospel preached, 
that gospel which brings peace, good will, 
and salyation to man. Oh may it run and 
be glorified, until the ends of the earth shall 
see the salvation of our God. 

J.T, This man has, until I met him, lived 
without hope, without Christ, and without God 
in the world, He told me he had only the 
faith of a devil. He thought that when a 
child was sprinkled, and its name recorded in 
the book, it was then registered in heaven; 
and by attending the church and the sacra- 
ments, it being confirmed in faith, would be 
saved; but as to what Christ’s blood could 
do, or the need of the Holy Spirit, was a 
thing he neyer thought of. “Jam sure,” said 
he, “had I then died, hell would have 
been my portion.” I haye lent him a New 
Testament and some tracts, which he reads 


oe 
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attentively ; he abstains from ‘his former be- 
setting sins. I hope and trust he is learning 
the truth as it is in Jesus. His friends are 
glad to see such a change, May the Lord 
accomplish his work in him. I have had 
many opportunities of addressing meetings of 
the poor in various places, both in the town 
and its suburbs, and have generally been 
listened to with fixed attention. I have rea- 
son to hope that the seed of the word thus 
sown will not be altogether lost, but that the 
Lord will water it with the influences of his 
Holy Spirit, and cause it to bring forth fruit 
to his glory. 


Jonn Monacuan writes, under date 
October 29 :— 


I feel happy to have to inform you that the 
Lord is still graciously affording us some pleas- 
ing prospects of the prosperity of his cause in 
this part of the country. Priestly persecu- 
tion for some time past has entirely ceased, 
and the Roman catholics as well as the pro- 
testants now read and study the divine word; 
and I trust, if the Lord wills this calm to con+ 
tinue, happy effects will be the blessed re- 
sult, On many occasions when I go out to 
visit I am followed by persons of the former 
persuasion, having their testaments with them 
in their hands or in their pockets with pass- 
ages marked out for my explanation. On 
Lord’s-day, the 2nd instant, being our prayer 
meeting day in J Cc ’s, an interesting 
instance of this kind occurred :—a corpse 
being in the next house and a large concourse 
being assembled waiting for the interment, dur- 
ing reading and prayer five persons, all Roman 
catholics, entered, and cheerfully joined with 
us in social worship ; afterwards two of them 
produced their testaments with portions mark- 
ed for explanation. Our conversations upon 
these subjects soon excited an anxiety in the 
crowd who were about the door, to come in 
and hear, especially as the portions referred 
to seemed, in the opinion of some present, to 
have a direct reference to purgatory and other 
doctrines generally controverted between pro- 
testants and Roman catholics, so that the 
house was immediately filled to excess. Dur- 
ing reading and conversation several questions 
were put by the hearers, particularly by a 
man who has been remarked as the principal 
papist advocate in this neighbourhood, to each 
of which God’s holy word supplied an answer 
that apparently secured the general approba- 
tion of some present. When leaving the house 
many of them returned their warmest thanks 
for what they heard, and have since, through 
brethren Brenan and Craig, invited me to call 
at their houses that they may hear more of 
the blessed word read to them and to their - 
families. I have since called at each of their 
places and read portions of the word ; I trust 
not without benefit, 
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During this month I have paid ninety-eight 
family visits, and had an opportunity of stat- 
ing the gospel on each occasion. On alter- 
nate Lord’s-day mornings I attend at D 
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and K——, where we hold a prayer meeting 
and a scripture reading meeting from twelve 
to two o’clock ; I have also a Sunday-school 
in the afternoon in C : 
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